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At half past ei^ht they drove out of the to^vn 

The lughroad was dry a lovely Apnl sun was 
shining warmly but the snow was stiU lying m 
the ditches and in the woods M inter dark long, 
and spiteful was hardly over spring had come 
all of a sadden But neither the warmth nor the 
languid transparent woods wanned by the breath 
of spring nor the black flocks of birds flying over 
the huge puddles that were like lakes nor the 
marvellous fathomless sky into which it seemed 
one would have gone away so joyfully presented 
anythin^ new or interesting to Maiya Vassilyevna, 
who was sitting in the cart For thirteen years 
she bad been schoolmistress and there was 
no reckoning how many times dunng all those 
years she had been to the town for her salary and 
whether it were spnng as now or 4 ramy autumn 
evening or winter it xns all the same to her 
and she always — invariably — longed for one thing 
only to get to the end of her journey as quickly 
as could be 

She felt as though she had been living in that 
part of the country for ages and ages for a hundred 
years and it seemed to her that she knew every 
stone every tree on the toad from the town to her 
i 
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school H past was here her present was here, 
and he uJd un gme no other future than the 
chool th road to the town and back agarn and 
a^ain the school and again th oad 

She h d got out of th habit of thinking of her 
past bcf re she bccam a schoolmistress, and had 
almost forgotl n it She had o ce had a father 
and mother they h d L ed tn Moscow m a big 
fiat n ar the Red Gate, but f all that Lfe there 
was left m her memory nly something % ague and 
fiuid like a dream Her fathe had died when 
die uas ten jears Id and h mother had died 
soon after She had a b the an officer 
t fi St they used to wnte t each other then 
h r brother bao given up an wenng her letters 
be bad got out of the way of wntmg Of her old 
bel agin<» all th t was 1 ft w a pbotogr pb i 
her mother but it bad gr wn dim fr m th damp* 
nesS of the scbod nd n w n thmg outd be seen 
but the hair and tb > b ws 
^\'hen th y had dn en a oo pi of miles old 
Semyon, wh was dn mg t rued round and said 

They hav ca hi a g v mment cl ik m the 
town They h e taken bun aw y The tory 
13 that wulh seme German h kill d Al ey v the 
Hay in Jfoscow 

Wh told you that ^ 

Th y wer reading tmthppe mlan 
Ionov’s tavern 

A d aoain they were if nt f a long tun 
M y \assly vna th ght f her school of th 
exam t n that was coming soon and of the gi 1 
and four boys be was sends g p for it \ndjust 
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as she ^^as thinking about the examination she 
Vi as overtaken by a neighbouring landowner 
called Ilanov in a carnage with four horses the 
very man who had been examiner in her school 
the jear before When he came up to her he 
re ogtuzed her and bowed 

Good momin he said to her You ire 
dnvmg home I suppose 

This Hanov a man of forty with a hstless ex 
pression and a face that shos ed signs of wear 
was beginning to look old but was still handsome 
and admired by women He lived in his big 
homestead alone and was not m the service and 
people used to say of him that he did nothing at 
home but walk up and down the room % histling 
or play chess with his old footman People said 
too that he drank heavily And indeed at the 
eximmation the year b fore the very papers he 
brought Aith him smelt of wine and scent He 
had been dressed all m ne clothes on that occa 
sion and Marya Vassilyevna thought him very 
attractive and all the while she sat beside him 
she had felt embanassed She was accustomed 
to see frigid and sensible exammers at the school 
\ 1 lie this one did not remember a single prayer 
or know what to adw questions about and was 
exceedingly courteous and del cate giving nothing 
b it the highest marks 

I am going to visit Bakvist he went on 
addressm Marya \assilyevra but I am told 
ht* IS not at home 

They turn d off the highroad into a by road 
to the village Ilanov leading the way and 
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Semjon f U wng The fonr hordes mo%ed at 
a walkuif pace v. lb effort dragging the heavy 
carnage th ou h th mud SemvoD t eked from 
de to s d koepmg to the edge of the road, at one 
tune through sn v\dnft at an tber throu h a 
pool often jumping out 1 th cart and helping 
ffie horse Mar^a \assil>e\'n was till thinking 
abo t the school w d n gnh ther th anthmetic 
questions at the examwat on ould be difficult or 
asj And she felt ann > dw ththeZ rast board 
atwhich h b df u dnoon th day before How 
unbusiness-l ke He he had b n skmg them 
{ the last two years i dismi s the •atchman 
who did noth g as rude t be and b t the 
^oolboys but no paid any att nt n It 
w s hard t find th prsd nt at the office and 
when one did find h m h would say n th t ars in 
his eyes th t he h dn t a m me t t spai the 
inspect ited th school at most n e m three 
years and kn w noth g wh t er bout h w rk 
as he had been n ih E ci Dut es D partment 
and had ccc cd the post of school mspecto 
through mfluence Th School Council m t eiy 
rarely and there was o kn wmg wh e it met 
the school gua dian was an almost ilht ate 
peasa t the head f tann bus es u int Hi 
gent rud and a great fn d f th at hman s— 
and goodness kn ws t wh m sh c uld appeal 
with complauits e qn nes 

He really is handsom sh thought glan ing 
at Han 

Th oadgrwwoTs dwerse Theydroe 
intoth wood H th ewj o oom to turn 
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round the wheels sank deeply in water spla hed 
and gurgled through them and sharp twigs struck 
them in the face 

^Vhat a road ’ said Hanov and he laughed 
The schoolmistress looked at him and could not 
understand why this queer man Uved here \Vhat 
could his money hi interesting appearance his re 
fined bearing do for him here in this mud m this 
God forsaken dreary pbee ? He got no speaal 
advantages out of fife and here like Semyon 
was dnving at a )og trot on an appalling road and 
enduring the same discomforts Why h\e here 
if one could live m Petersb irg or abroad ’ And 
one would have thought it would be nothin for a 
rich man like him to make a good road instead of 
this bad one to avoid enduring this misery and 
seeing the despair on the faces of hi coadiman 
and Semyon but he only laughed and apparently 
did not mind and i nted no better hfe He was 
kind soft naive and h did not inderstand this 
coarse life just as at the examination he did not 
know the p ayers He subscr bed nothing to the 
school but globes and genuinely regarded lumself 
as a useful person and a prominent orker in the 
cause of popular education And what use were 
his globes here 7 

Hold on \assilyevna said Semyon 
The cart lurched violently and was on the point 
of upsetting something heavy rolled on toWarya 
\ asalyevna s feet — it was I er parcel of pu chases 
There as a steep a. cent uph U tl rough the clay 
here in the winding d tches nvulets were gurgling 
The water seimed toba e gnawed away the road 
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and how uj Id on get along here The horses 
breathed hard Hano got out of his carnage 
and alkei at the aid of flier ad m his long over 
coat He was h t 

WTiat a road h said and lau bed again 
Itwuld oo sm hup s carnage 

N body obb es you to dn e about in such 
eather d Semyon surlily \ u should 
St y t bom 

I am d II at home grandlath I don t like 
stayi g at h roe 

Bes de old S myon he looked gr ceful and 
vigoro but y t h alktb ewas mething 
]ust p« cept ble h cb bet ay d n h m a beio 
already to ched by dec v v eak d n the road 
t rum And all at e th re was a h f! of 
pnts in the ood M r\ Vas lyema was 
fdled w th d ead and p tv f th m n g tng to 

his ru n fo no visible au e r eason and it cam 
into her m nd th t f he h d b n his w fe or 
sister sh would ha de ted h f whol life to 
saving him f m ru n His w f Lif as so 

o de ed tb t h he w I vj g m h s g cat h use 

alone and sh was living in a G d f rsaken village 
alone and y t fo sonj ason the m e thought 
th t h and h m ght b f se to o e another and 
equals seemed imposs bl and abs d In eality 
hf as arrang d and human rel ti ns were com 
plicat d so utterly bey nd all understanding that 
wh n n th Ue,ht bout it ne f It uncanny and 
0 h art sa k 

A d t IS b^emd U u dersvanding she 
thought why God give:, b auty th s graaous- 
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ness and sad sweet e^es to weak unlucky use 
less people— why they are so charming 

Here we must tom of! to the nght said 
Hanov getting into his carnage Good bye * 
I wish j ou all things good * 

And again she thought of her pupils of the 
examination of the watdiman of the School 
Council and when the wind brought the sound of 
the retreating carnage these thoughts were 
mmgled with others She longed to think of 
beautiful e>ea of love of the happiness which 
would never be 

His wife ? It was cold in the morning there 
was no one to beat th sto e the watchman 
disappeared tbe children came in as soon as it 
was light bringing in snow and mud and making 
a noise it was all so inconvenient so comfortless 
Her abode consisted of one bttle room and the 
kitchen dose by Her head ached every day 
after her work and after dinner she had heart 
bum She bad to collect money from the school 
children for wood and for the watchman and to 
give It to the school guardian and then to entreat 
him — that overfed insolent peasant — for God s 
sake to send her wood And at rught she dreamed 
of exaromations peasants snowdnits And this 
hfe was making her grow old and coarse making 
her ugly angular and av kward, as though she 
were made of lead She was always afraid and 
she would get up from her seat and not venture 
to sit down in the presence of a member of the 
Zemstvo or the school guardian And she used 
formal deferential expressions when she spoke of 
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an> OBe of them \nd notaie thou ht her attrac 
ti e. and hf was paaan drearil} without affec 
Uon. with at fnenfiy svrapatby without mteiest 
in» acquaintances How awful it would ha\ e been 
in h r poitton if h had faUea in Io% e 
Hold OQ. \assil\ Tia 
Again a Jiarp ^cent uphill 
She hart becnm a schoolmistress {rom necessity 
without feelmo anj ocat n for t and she had 
n cr th Utdit f a ocati n. f servm® the cause 
of enli htenm nt and t al ys seemed to her 
that wh t was most unportart in her work was cot 
the duldren, c eah^htecmeDt but th exanuun 
ti cs And what tun had -he f thinking o' 
ocatioo. of «em2g th cans^ f enl btemnent ? 
Teachers, badlv paid doctors, and their assistants, 
with tha tembK hard w k. ha c t even the 
comfort f thinlor that the> ar semn' an de^ 
or the peopl as theu beads are always 
with tboUobts of th IT daily bread of wood fo tb 
fixe.ofbad cads, of Alnesses It bahard workin 
an uninteresting hf„ ard only silent, patient cart 
horses like Slarya \a-a]ye ua uld put up with 
it for long the L Iv nerv Ja, impres-ionabl 
people who talked about socati a and semCe. 
th idea were soon weary of it and eav up the 
wo"k 

Semyon kept p cki out the driest and shortest 
way first b% a meadow then by the f th 

sTlag h ts but in on place th peasants woidd 
not let them pass, m another t was the pnest s 
land ard ihes cold n t erw t m c ther I -an 
lono hdbouhtapotfOTJth landowner and 
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had dug a ditch round it They kept having to 
turn back 

They teached hizhneye Gorodi tche Near 
the tavern on the dung strewn earth where the 
snow was still lying Uiere stood waggons that 
had brought great bottles of crude sulphunc acid 
There were a great inan> people in the tavern all 
drivers and there was a smeU of vodka tobacco 
and sheepskins There was a loud noise of con 
versation and the banging of the swing do r 
Through the wall without ceasing for a m m nt 
came toe sound of a concertina being pla> ed in the 
shop Marya Vassilycvna sat dow n and drank some 
tea while at the neat table peasants were dnnkmg 
vodka and beer penpirmg from the t a they bad 
just swallowed and the stifling fumes of tl e tavern 
I say Kuzma t voices kept shouting in con 
fusion \^at there ' Tlie Lord bless us 

Ivan Dementyitch I can tell >ou that Look 
out old man ! 

A httle pock marked man vith a black beard 
who was quite drunk was suddenly surprised by 
something and began using bad language 

What are you swearing at jou there? 
Semjon who was sitting some way off responded 
angrily Don t you see the j oung lady ? 

The young ladj someone mimicked in 
another comer 
Swinish crow 

We meant nothing said the little man 
m confusion I beg your pardon We pay 
with our money and the young lady With hers 
Good morning I 
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Oor«^ n m:r r* c'td ll« k’ « L-r itrc'' 

A 1 <« 1*1 V \ 3 r“wt f«t ly 

M r\ \ hf'n !n V I er tea w th tati '»c 

tjon ard t tv>. hmn t rr Tf! Iii.e the 
pcav nt 1 f 15 1 «» V ni; ;;ain atout firewood. 

abo t t e Hit n 

‘'ta> old m n 5 f a d f the rest 
t ble Jt » it w-l wl'n rresi (r « 

\\ V « 5 h » poM s-Dtr lids 
«h s U hi 

Th d w n alls 5u jn 

comirq n th n c .5 1 Ma s'* \a •wUe^'n-' 
sat 0 th k 1 th I n f ch lire thi 

will th CO t na ttcrt ojas nd pUtirR 
T 1 pat h« ( r » t d I- on th t « 
th'*o lhe> pa vd t th t 1 the walL fcM 
d sappcarcd It >{; th f »* In th n it was pwl 
m dc s Tl pe <a. t t tl st l Ue ««* 

p tt R read t c Tt I tie man somewhat 
ur teallv w t p t Mars \4 Is Tta ard 
held t bis 1 1 to her I t n hi example 

the other* shonk h ds to< at part c art! w*rt 
out after thcr ard th wins door squraketl 
nd lammed a 1 rnes 

\ as il} esTU get r d> Vn > n cal ed to he 
Thes set oT \r 1 aga n th j neat at a walkin 
pac 

A I itl nl il hack th s w t ildi i, school 
heremth rSirl c> G odi tch sad''«n}on 
t m Toand It was a w cird Ih that was 
don 

Why what ? 

They say the pre«jd t p t a thoosand n his 
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pocket and the school guardian another thou and 
m hi and the teacher five hundred 

The whole school only cost a thousand It s 
WTong to slander people grandfather That s all 
nonsense 

I don t know I only tell you what folks 
say 

But it was clear that Semyon did not behe%e 
the schoolmistres The pea ants did not believe 
her They always thou ht she eceived too large 
a salary twenty one roubles a month (five would 
have been enough) and that ol the money that 
she collected from the children for the firewood and 
the watchman the greater part she kept for herself 
The guardian thought the sam a the peasants and 
he himself made a profit off the fir \ ood and re* 
ccived payment f om the peasants for being a 
guardian — \ athout the kno vl^ge of the authorities 
The forest thank God was behind them and 
now it would be flat open ground all the way to 
Vyazovye and there was not far to go now They 
had to cross the nver and then the railv ay hne 
and then Vyazovye was m s ht 

Where are you dr vmg ? Marya \ assilyevna 
asked Semyon Take the roal to the right to 
the bndge 

WTiy we can go this way as well Us not 
deep enough to matter 

Mind you don t drown the hors 
WTiat ? 

Look Hanov n dnv ng to the br dge said 
Marya Vissilyevna seeing the four horses far 
away to the nght It K he I think 
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It w S » d ! t fri lUkvi t at bctre 
WTat r“ liaUfllwkhiv Lotdlia^tmcrc) 
upon 0 dn n t thrrc and «{ at for? 

It * luU) two mil r at r tl i 
Ttie) cad 1 tl r r In ibc tummw tt 

vi-aa 1 ttl tr am ra !> c b\ wadin It 

usi 11) dr fd up n A I, t but row after the 
prinj; Hood « waa » n ct 1 rt\ J I m t reidtl 

j d minlU nd Cold o ih I nW nd Tij;It 

up t thewatrthte n liesJ tj L of wlieeK 
joill dbencowll 

G n h ut dVn n lad xiJUil) 
t s^ng wlentl) t th d jerking h » 

l^ur* a b rd dor» t » >r (on 
Thelorscwnt r» t tl wat p to! is bell) 
and toi ped I ut t \ cni g m w th an 
eflort andM >a\a tv n w a arc of a kern 
<ii 11 n« tn h l«t 

Go on sh lot h ut d gett rg p Co 
on I 

Tl c) E t out n tt c ba V 

•vie roe's t ts Lord ha e irerc> upon us 
m tiered S r > wtt r t 1 1 tl h mess 

It s a perf tt pi Ru » th U /xro l o 
Her Shoes a d g tod -s w r I U I f r 0 c 
lower pa t I h r d cs nl Ih oat nd one 
lee were et and d ippvnR th s ar and flo r 
I ad E t w t and tb t »a worst I all and Marj-a 
\ assily VTi could only lasp h I nds m despair 
and say 

Oh S*my n Stray n 11 w ti esome son 
e ally 1 ^ 

Th ba w down t th ailwav ctc«ss g 
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A tram was coming out of the station Mar>a 
Vassil>e\ra stood at the crossin" waiting till it 
should pass and shivcniij, all over with cold 
\jazovje was in si hi now and th school with 
the green roof and the church vnth its crosses 
flashing m the evening sun and the station win 
dows flashed too and a pink smoke rose from the 
engine and it seemed to her that e\ crythmg 
was trembling with cold 
Here was the tram the windows reflected the 
gleaming light like the crosses on the dmret it 
made her eves ache to look at them On the little 
platform between two first class carnages a lady 
was standing and Marya \assilyevna glanced at 
her as she p ssc 1 Her mot! cr M’hat a resem 
blance tier mother had had )ust such luxuriant 
hair ]ust SI ch a bro and ben 1 f the head And 
vnth ama n distinctness for the first time in 
those thirtc n years there rose before her mind a 
vivid picture of her mother her fath r her brother 
their flat in Moscow the aquanum vith little 
ft h everything to the tiniest detail she heard the 
sc und of the piano her father s \ 0 ce she felt 
as she had be n then young good look ng well 
dressed in brie,ht warm room among her own 
people A feeling of joy and happiness suddenly 
came over her she pressed her hands to her 
temples m an ecstacy and called softly beseech 


And she began crymg she did not know why 
Just at that instant Hanov d ove up with his team 
of four horses and s an 1 im she imagined happi 
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ni5w sifja 4.1 halnrterli! «iJ smilfd »ri.l 
nulJ 1 l h -n 15 n pr; 1 and a Itjtnl, and it 

s^«r d t I 0 t l« hi'* inrtt. I U unj'i 

w\5 jin 111 k> 1 on all »i rt in the 
» niMv 1 »1 t Hrr fjlhfT and moll «■ 

hal dll hai m f l*^n a teboo! 

tn 5t t » a I *tra e dmm 

an I nj\ I h I « 1 rd 
\ ^il) r B t 

^ i ai ofKe t II \ f *1 I Tl I mef w < 
«l> used M \ \ I pa J I ff 8 and 
numb vnth Id g t i t tl at Tt camJ*^ 
w ll tl f r li'fv^ c/o'5<d ih adMj Ire 

Setn> n f 11 n •pi » grulmaB took oT 
hi cap 

^nd fa« 5 \ j lo •) 1I«T vr a c 
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I 

V MEDICAL student call d Mayer and a pupil of 
the Moscow School of Painting Sculpture and 
Architecture c lied Pybnikov went one evenmo 
to see their fnend Vassilyev a law student and 
suggested that he should go wjth them to S 
Street For a long time Vas iljev would not 
consent to go but m the end he put on his great 
coat and went wnth them 
He knew nothin of fallen women except by 
hearsay and from books and he had never in his 
life been m the houses in wh ch they live He 
knew that there are mmoral women who under 
the pressure of fatal circumstanc s — environment 
badeducation po erty indsoon — are forced to sell 
their honour for money They know nothing of pure 
love have no children have no civil n hts tl eir 
mothers and sisters veep over them as though they 
were dead sconce treats of them as an evil men 
address them wnth contemptuous familiarity But 
m spite of all that they do not lose the semblance 
and image of God They all ackno vledge their 
sin and hope for salvat on Of the means that 
lead to salvation they can a a 1 themselves to the 
fullest extent Society it i tru will not forgive 
9 
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f«*opl th r fsi-t but *» tb htolGod**! X ary 
of E<r\T r 1 w j than the other saints Whci 
t t i ha?r<n-d i \aAjd%ev ifl the street ta 
recf>^ fiL » ~ian a nch b% her dress or 

her in_ «" t « p It. f in a comiC 

papt h a.w j-s nr irje ed tcr> he bad once 
read \crtirt, naa p" e and s^lf sacnfici-S 
to fallnwrfnna-Iu «heTt b«or-e his 
w fe s. a. d n hnvif urw •thj of ^cb 
ha^p nes:^ I i-e^. pcR»or 

\ I edin c fth d t t» torr eg 

at f T rsV % Boul "a d Wb -n he cane oot 

of th h se lb bi> t« f ds t was about 
I n 5«.k Th firt n w had rot Jorf 

(alien od all nat «as ud -r U sped of the 

fesh't'ow Thcr <a-asth t» J f nowiatheaJ^ 
th w cn- hed (il> the feet tb earth 
the roof th t th s«i n th boulevard, 

everjthicg waa wit «b.t too and th made 
th hoosfs looV quit dn ercri from tb day 
before tb tree larrp timed m re bn hU> the 
a was m r t an.pa.e&t th carnages rumbled 
with a deeper o and w th the f esh. I^ht frost j 
<u a feeh- g stirred m th soU k n to the white 
youthfal feathery «noi \g mst in> will an 
on-een f rce. haianed th methcal tad nt m 
his agreeable term h led me to these moamfnl 
^ores 

Beh Id the mil th artist seconded 

him. m rams now 

Beh Id th miO in rams now the 
medical adeat epeated. ra his ey brows and 
dia »._ bt» head monml IIj 
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He paused rubbed lus forehead trying to re 
member the words and then sang aloud so % ell 
that passers by looked ronnd 

H Id d y b I as frpe 
Lo f { tt d g ted m 

The three of them went mto a restaurant and 
without tahin" off their greatcoats drank a couple 
of glasses of vodka each Before drmking 
second glass Vasjlyev noticed a bit of cork in bis 
vodka rai ed the glas to his eyes and gazed into 
it for a long time screwing up hts sJ ortsighted 
eyes The medical student did not understand 
his expression and said 

Come why look at it > No philosophizing 
please Vodka is given us to be drunk sturgeon 
to be eaten women to be vi ited snow to be 
walked upon For one evening anyi ay live like 
a human being t 

But 1 haven t said anything said 

Vassiljev laughing Am I refusing, to? 

There i as a warmth mside him from the \odka 
He looked %vith softened feelmgs at his fnends 
admired them and envied them In these strong 
healthy cheerful people bow wonderfully balanced 
everything is bow fun bed and mooth is every 
thing in their minds and souls They smg and 
have a passion for the theatre an 1 draw and talk 
a great deal and d ink and they don t ha e 
headaches the lay after they are both poetical 
and debauched both soft and hard they can work 
too and be indignant and laugh i ithout reason 
and talk nonsense th^ are warm honest self 
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^cn*ic rg and as ircn are m ro «3j jnftnor to 
hms If \a5'dje^ who tclcd over cscrj step 
he tooV and rve^ word he Lttered who was 
fastidious a d ca t u- and reads to raise cvers 
inH to th Ics 1 fa proWcm Ard he longed 
f r one e enin t 1 as ht (n n Is did to open 
out to 1 t hirT^lf loose i n hia o^rn control 
If sodka had t be dni 1. he would dnnh it 
Ih ^h his head » >uld be pi tt next morning 
if h were tak n t ll w m n he n uld g He 
w aid laugh fUs the I poI gaih e«po d to the 
passing ad ancoofst l th t eet 
II went ut f th c*i t 1 ughirg He 

1 ked his fnend*— <• acruJi lb d bnmfncd 

hat wnih an fleet i f ait uc u t d nc<s the 
thcr in a seal k cap am r t poor though he 
aflected to belon t th Bobem f learn DC 
He liked tb w th pal treet bmps th harp 
bbek t ack 1 ft Q th f t w by the feet of 

the passe s-by K 1 ked th ai d especially 
thathmpid tend na e as tnere gia I tone 
which can be seen n n tor only Iw ce in the y ear 
— when everythi g u co red w th sn w and in 
spnut, on bngbt days and iroonlight esenings 
when the 1C breaks n th n e 


»iB aa hiova force 
to 5i«» E arnfal horea. 


he hummed in an cd rt n 
And th tun fo som ease hau ted him and 
tne ds all th way d all three f them 
hummed it mechan cally n t in t me w th one 
ar ther 
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Vas ilyev s una tnation ^vas picturing how in 
another ten minutes he and his fnends would 
knock at a door how by httle dark passages and 
dark rooms they would steal in to the women 
how takuio advantage of the darkness he would 
strike a match would hght up and see the face of 
a martyr and a guilty smile The unknown fair 
or dark would certainly have her hair down and 
be w'eanng a white dressing jacket she would be 
panic stricken by the hght would be fearfully 
confused and would say For Cods sake what 
are you doin"! Put it out I It would all be 
dreadful but interesting and new 


II 

The fnends turned out of Trubnoy Square into 
Gratchevka and soon reached the side street 
which Vassilyev only knew by reputation Seeing 
two rows of houses with bnghtly h hted windows 
and wide-open doors and heanng i^y strains of 
pianos and violins sounds which floated out from 
every door and mingled in a trance chaos as 
though an unseen orchestra were tuning, up in the 
darkness above the roof Vassilyev was surpnsed 
and said 

What a lot of houses • 

That snothin^ said thetnedicol student In 
London there are ten tunes as many There are 
about a hundred thousand such vomen there 
The cabmen were sittmg on their boves as 
calmly and indiflerently as in any other side street 
the same passers-by were walk ng alonw the pave 
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nscnt as la other streets. No one was harrji*. 
no 1 was hi—rg tus face in hia coat -collar cocce 
shooK his h^d rcproachfoUs And in tins 

ind-'iertncc to the cot>3 ch os of pianos and 
to the bn ht windows and vnde-open 
doors, there was a leelin^ of somethin erj open 
nso -t reckless, and deiil maj .care. Probahlj 
was as gSj and n .s\ at the la e.maikets in 
ihea. day and peoples fa es and mocmcnJ 
showed taC same r'Ce 

Let Ui begj from the bennnir^ _ijd the 
art St 

Th fne-d» went nto a narrow pas»age lipbled 
by a larp » ih a tefeete' When they opened 
the doo n a bta k coat mtb an unshaven 
face Ik a fu-key d lerpy lofta.g eyvs 
got up (u 1 f cm a > U « so a the ball The 
place jr it 1 bi.ndr> » h aa ot-ou 1 •le'TJ' 
la add ti'm. A ux f on the ball led into a 
bn^jhtly L^hted oom The medical student and 
the an t ropw-i at Ih doo* aad crarm their 
necks peeped inf the oooi 

Pnona sera. ign«n n 1] ty — hu'mnotU — 
tm be-an ih ariis «ilh a theatncal bow 
11 var 1— tara» iwp i said the 

T- d-cal % 1 t. pres i b eai to his breast 

d bcwis low 

NawiJves trass andji W dtJen Hewojll 
ha e 1 1 ed t make U>eatn.al l> g and sa\ scme- 
ih too Ut h nly sm l«^ f !t an a^ 

rest that »as I ban ard tuned impat ently 
ff»~at« kap "m fc jrt 

b I nk fa.r pic! > nteen ot eigh ten. tntb 
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hort hair m a short b ht bliie frock with -i bunch 
of white nbbon on her bosom appeared in the 
doorw ay 

\Vhy do you stand at the door ? she said 
Take off your coats and come into the drawing 
room 

The medical student and the artist still talking 
Italian went into the drawin room Vassilyev 
followed them irresolutely 

Gentlemen take off \our coats ' the flunkey 
said sternly you can t go in bkc that 

In the drawing room there \ as bes des the 
girl another woman very stout and tall with a 
foreign face and bare arms She \ as sitting neat 
the piano laying out a game of patience on her 
lap SI e took no notice v hatever of the visitors 
^Vhe^e are the other young lad es ? asked 
the medical student 

They are having their tea said the fair girl 
Stepan she called go anl tell the young 
ladles some students have come 
A little later a third youn lady came into the 
room She was wcann a bnght red dress with 
blue stripes Her face >as painted thickly and 
unsl ilfully her brow v as hidden under her hair 
an i there was an onblinkin frightened stare m 
her eves As she came in she b gan at once 
smging some song m a coar e powerful contralto 
After her a fourth appeared and after her a 
fifth 

In all this Vassilyev saw not! m new or interest 
ing It seemed to him that tl at room the piano- 
the looking glass in its cheap gilt frame the 
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bunch of V hitc r bhon the iJrcs* with the blue 
stnpcs an I the bl nit ind f crent f ccs he had 
seen belor a d mot than nc Of ll e duk 
ness th ilcnce the ecrccy the guilty anile of 
all that he had expected t meet hire and had 
dreaded h s w n tt 

E cr>thng fas otdnar> p o-aic ani unintcr 
cstmg Onlj ne th ng f mtl> stirr d hi curio- 
sity — Ihct mble asitwereint nt nally designed, 
bad taste hich t as vasibl in th com ces m the 
absurd p ctures n th dres es i th bunch of 
nbb n There as som th g h ctensti and 
peculiar m this bad taste 

if w poo and stupid t all is th ught V as il 
ye\ What s th n all this trumpery I see 
now th t can tempt a norm 1 man and exute 1 im 
to c mmit the horr ble n f buy ng a human 
bang (or a rouble ? ( d r tard y mf th 

sake of splend r bea ty gr e passi n ta te 
but what IS th he’ Wb t there he e 
worths nning fo ? B t onem st t th nk 

Bcardy treat m t some porter said the 
fair girl address ng h m 
Vassily cv was at once overcome ith confu ion 
\V th pleasure h sa d bowing politely 
Only excuse me madam I 1 won t dr nk 
with y u 1 d n t dnnk 
r V mi utes later ih friends w nt oH into 
anoth r ho sc 

WTiy (lid y u ask f po t ? said the medical 
stud nt angnly \\h t a m 11 air ! \ u 
hav thr wn ay sx roubles f eason hat 
ever — s mply waste l 
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If she wants it whj not let her have the 
pleasure ? said Vassil>ev justifying himself 
You did not g:i\e pleasure to her but to the 
^ladam fhej arc told to ask the visitors to 
stand them treat because it is a profit to the 
leeper 

Behold the null hummed the artist 

in rums now 

Going into the next house the friends stopped 
in the hall and did not go into the dra% mg room 
Here as m the first hou c a figure in a blick coat 
With a sleepy face 1 ke a flunkey s got up from a 
sofa in the hall Looking at this flunkey at his 
face and his shabb} black coat \asilye thought 
W’hat must an ordinary simpl Pu sian have 
gone through b fore fate flung him do -n as a 
flunkey here ? WTiere had he be n b fore and 
what had i e done ? What was av a ting him ? 
Was he married > Wlere was his mother and 
did she know that he was a s rvant he e > And 
\assilyev could not help particularly noticing the 
flunkey m each hou e In one of the houses — 
he thought it wts the fourth — there wa a little 
spare fiail looking flunkey with a watchcham on 
his waistcoat He was reading a newspaper and 
took no notice of them when they w ent m Look 
mg at his face Vassilyev for ome reason thought 
that a man with such a face might steal mi ht 
murder might bear false itness But the face 
was really inter sting a big forehead grey eyes 
a little flattened nose thin comp essed lips and 
a blankly stupid and at the same time insolent 
expression like that of a young harrier overtaking 
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a hare \ as; thcL^ i wo" Id be mce tc 
toccb na s hoif to «ee «hcJ:*T i wa. -oft 
o" coarv It tnt-a b» coar«<* liVe a c-^s 


til 

Havn drt!_V. ttro glai.es of pcrter the artist 
became *t:duenl} t ps* a- d grctr Lmatarally 
Ij elv 

Let s go t ajith'T h .a.d percmptorilt 
wivirt^ his hand- I will tai j to the best 
o-e 

WTicj he b d bf o"b hi» Li d» t the boisc 
viu.ii m L. opimoa seas th bes be d*daFed bi5 
tia tntecu i of dano. a qcadnde The 
med.oal todect gniaW«d ometbi-q abeat tbea 
ha *me ^ ^ a oobl.. but a g reed 

to be bis T s-« u Tbe\ be*as dana,.^ 

It was jtirt as cart la t. be& kjoat as c. the 
werst Here there were jo.t the 3r' kiocin'’ 
glasses a-d pxtnres. the saa styles f cciSttre acd 
dres>. Looking "-4 at the forctahic-’ f th 
rooms acd th coi ernes. \ a-Jye% caLzed that 

this was Eo» Lck cf las b"t sons * ^ that 

rrught be called ih taste, aad e^ea th «tjl cf 
S Str^t, which cotild c t be fo3..d eLewhere 
— gQg-ethi..-^ u-l bonal m s eg.- ess not ca 
dec jtl. be e-aborated la th cccr^ of veais. 
Aferh had been in a<d> h cses he waaco locker 
saip-iasd at th CO oar f t- d.ea^ at th kn^ 
Iraics. th gaudy ribbons, th s-ilcr dresses, a. d 
th th.Cfc perp-Jj ro_* i th cheecs h saw 
that t ail h_d to be Dee th.a. that if a sm e ac 
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of the women had been dressed like a human hem 
or if there had been one decent engravin on the 
wall the general tone of the whol street would 
have suffered 

IIow unskilfully they ell themsci es he 
thought How can they htl to understand that 
vice is only alluring when it 1 beautiful and hidden 
when it wears the mask of ituc? Modest 
black dresses pale faces mournful sm les and 
darkness would be far more eflecttve than this 
clumsy taw dnness SUpdth s If they don t 
understand it of thems hes iht \i itors might 
surely have taught th m 
A young lady in a Polisli dr ss (dg d w'ltli wh te 
fur came up to him and sat down bi^ide 1 m 

You nice tia k man \ hy aren t you dancing’ 
she asked Mhy arc you so dull? 

Because it t dull 

Treat me to some Lafttc Tl n it wont 
be dull 

^assllyev made no answer He was dent for 
a 1 ttle and then asked 

^Vhat time do y ou get to lecp ’ 

At SI’S o clock 

And what time do you get up ? 

Sometimes at tvao and sometimes at tl ree 

And \ hat do you do when you get up ? 

Me have coffee and at sx odocl we have 
dinner 

\nd what do you have for d nner? 

Usually soup beef teak and des ert Our 
madam keeps the girls well But why do you 
ask all this ? 
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Oh just to talk 

\assil>ev Ion ed to talk to the young lady 
about many things He felt an intense desire to 
find oat wh h came from whether her parents 
were h mg and whether they kne^ that she was 
her how she had come nto this house wh ther 
shewer cheerful and satisfied sadandopp essed 
by gloomy thoughts whether sh h ped som day 
t g t out of her pres nt position Bnt h 

could not ttunk how 1 begin or m what shape 
to pnt his questions so as not t seem impertinent 
He thought fo a 1 tun and asked 

How old are you > 

El faty th y UD lady jested loobog with 
alau h at the ant caof the a t t as h dan ed 
All at once sh bunt out lob g at somethin 
a d ottered a I ng cynical sentence loud en u h 
t be heard by e\er\o \as$Uy was aghast 
and Q t knowing h w t look, g nstrained 

smile. H was the nly on who smiled all th 
others his friends the musicians the w men did 
not ven glance towards his ci^hbout b t seemed 
not to ba heard her 

Stard me som Lafitt his hbour said 
a am 

\assil> V fJl a rpul^ n f h »h t fur and 
f r her voce and walked away from her It 
seemed to bun h t nd sUfl ng and his h art began 
throbbi. lowly but viol tly 1 ke a hammer- 
on two three 

Let us go away he said pullmg the artist 
by hu slec 

\N ait a Lttl let m fimdi 
WhDe the art t and the med cal student were 
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fimshiig the quadrille to avoid looking at the 
women Vassilyev scrutinized the musicians A 
respectable lookin old man m pectacles rather 
like Marshal Bazaine was playing the piano a 
young man with a fair beard dressed m the latest 
fashion was playing the violn The young man 
had a face that did not look stupid nor exhausted 
but mtelligeiit youthful and fresh He sasdre-sed 
fancifully and with taste he played with feehng 
It ^vas a my’stery how he and the respectable 
looking old man had come here Ho w as it they 
' ere not ashamed to sit here ? \Miat were they 
thinking about when they looked at the women ? 

If the Molm and the piano had been played by 
men m rags looking hungry jloomy drunken 
with ^ssipated or stupid (aces then one could 
have understood their p esence pe baps As it 
was \assilyev could not understand it at all 
He recalled the story of the fallen v oman he had 
onct read and he thought no v that that human 
figure with the guilty sm le had nothing in common 
witl what he as seeing now It seemed to him 
that he was seeuij, not fallen % omen tut some 
different v orld quite apart al en to him and in 
comprehensible if be had seen this world before 
on the sta e or read of it 10 a book he would not 
have believed m it 

Thewomanw ththe^ hitefur burst out lau hing 
again and uttered a 1 athsome sentence m a loud 
voice A feelmg of digest took po ession of him 
He flushed enmson and went out of the room 
W ait a minute v e are coming too I the artist 
shouted to him 
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I\ 

Wlul we we d-nan a-d the ireical 
sti-dert aa th % all three went otJt into the street 
I had a cm rsat on with mj partner e 
tal cd bout her first mu,. He tli hero 
woa a /• t t t ^nolens with a wif and 
ft e chn-T n S*i was -^entc'* and h li ed 
with h»r papa a d laatrura. who <oId <oap and 
candies 

How di*^ h her heart a^ked \ s-dyev 

B\ pen,jn n t W no derd ihes f r 
hex \\'lL t 

Sib L vihvet gthii partn J tof> out 
of h thou It \_ It b< Qt th IS dical 
Indent 6 I d t know i t 

I-8>fanginhin b^d 

\Vh t for 

Becau-< I d n t k. w bow t bcha here 
Besdcs I am bo ed. dj.'gu.tM What to ther 
amnaO p m t If the> were human bei gs — 
but th y are sa a es and aounaI> I am got g 
do as )Oc Lk 

Ccrin Gn-ba. Gngorj darh g said 

tb artt-t m a tea f 1 o'ce. b ggiHo \a— iljer 
com along Lei s g to n more tog tier and 
damnation tak them Please do Grisha 

They persuaded k..ssJ} v and led hun up a 
taiTcas^ In the carp^'t and th gilt banisters 
m the porter who e^iened th door and n th 
panel* that deco ted th hall th same S 
Street rtyl was pparnit but cam d to a greater 
perfecUoa m unptnEg 
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I really will go home I said Vassiljev as he 
was taking off his coat 

Come come dear boj said the artist and 
he kissed him on the neck Don t be tiresome 
Gn gn be a good comrade ' \\ e came 
together wc will go back tOj,cther \\’hat a beast 
you are really 1 

I can wait for you m the street I think it s 
loathsome really 

Come come Grisha If it 1 loathsome 

you can Qbser\e it Do you understand ? You 
can observe J 

One must take an obj ct e v w of things 
said the medical student gravely 

Vassilyev went into the dr win,, room and sat 
down There were a numb r of ms tors m the 
room besides him and t is fnend two infantry 
officers a bald grey haired g ml man in spectacles 
two beardless youths from the inst tute of land 
surveying and a very tipsy man who locked 
like an actor Ah the young ladies were taken 
up Mth these visitors and paid no attention to 
Va sdyev 

Only one of them d essed \ t Atda glanced 
side ays at him smiled nd said yavmng A 
d tk one has come 

\assUyev heart was th obbinf and his face 
burned He felt ashamed before these visitors 
of bis presence her and he felt disgusted and 
rai erable He was tormented bv the thou^^ht 
that he a de ent and lov ng man (such as he had 
hitherto consid re i himself) hated these v 0 nen 
and felt nothing but rqmlsioi to\ ird them He 
^ 3 
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felt pity neither for the women nor tl e mt^icians 
nor the fiunke\s 

It s beca *e I am not trying to understand 
them h th ghl Ih y are all more like 
animals than hum b«ni;« but of course they 
a e hum n be np all th «am they i ase soul 
O e most u d rstand th in nd th n judge 

Gnsba, dntg aitfrus the artist 
sh uted to him and disappe ed 

The medical st dent disappeared soon after 
\fs. on must mak an f] rt I understand 
ne mustn t be 1 Le th \ assilv went 

on th nk g 

A d h began gaa g at ea > of 0 w men w th 
trained att nt looking f a guilty smile 
Bat ather h did n t kn w h t cad th f ces. 
or not o f these w IT f k h rsell to be guilty 
h ead on e ery f thin b t a blank e r pr e s- 
son of cryday nlgar bored m and ompl 
cency Stupid f ces t p d *niUcs. harsh tup d 

oiccs. insolent re m ts and oth ng Ise 

Appa ently ch ot them had i th past rooiancc 
with an accountant based on u d clothes f r 
bfty roubles and looked I n oth ch nn in the 
present but c dee dinn rof three courses, wines 
quadnllcs sleeping til] tw in th afternoon 
Fmding no guilty sml Vas.ilye\ began to look 
wh tber there was n t o t Ih ent f ce And 
his att t on was caught by on pale, ther sleepy 
exhausted look! g 1 ce It was a dark 

woman, n t very young weanrg a dress covered 
with pangles Ji was sittin n an easy -chair 
looking t th Iloo lost in thought %assdycv 
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walked from one comer of the room to the other 
and as though casually sat down beside her 

I must begin with something trivial he 
thought and pass to what is senous 

\Vhat a pretty dress yott have 1 and with his 
finger he touched the gold fnn^e of her fichu 
Oh IS it ? said the dark woman list 

lessly 

What province do you come from ? 

1 7 From a distance From Tcher 

lugov 

A fine province It s nice there 

Any place eems nice when one is not in 

It 

It 3 a pity I cannot describe nature tbou bt 
Vassilyev I might touch her by a description 
of nature in Tcheraigov No doubt she loves the 
place if she has been bom there 
Are you dull here? heasled 
Of course I am dull 

\Vhy don t jou go away from here if you are 
dull? 

Where should I go to ? Go begging or 
what ? 

Be ging would be easier than living here 
How do y ou kno v that ? Have y ou begged ? 
\es \ hen 1 hadnt the money to studv 
Even if I hadnt any one could understand that 
A be gar 1 anyway a free man and you are a 
slave 

The dark woman stretched and watched with 
sleepy yes the footman who was bn ging a tray- 
ful of lasses and selt er water 
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St d me a of port r he said and 
j-aw ed gai 

P ft r ih Tight \as iljc And what if 
y ur b th or m th r alk d q at this moment? 
What would j u say> And wh t would they 
ay Ther w Id I porter then 1 m in 
All at or th re was the «ou d of eepicg 
From th adjoining o<-m f m which the footman 
had bron ht th It w ter a f i man ith a 
ed face a d a -ny yes an m qu kU He wras 
loll wed bv th tall t ut m dam who \ras 
h uting a shnll 

N body has g n you lea c to lap gi U on 
the check We ha t bett th you 
a d th y don tbit Im|<o&to 
A bub ub ar e \ as» ly w fnghtened 
and turned pale lo the xt com th e was the 
*ound of b tt r g un weep a th h of 
someo insulted And he ealued th t there 
were eal peopl b her wlo Ik peopl sery 
where else felt nsull d suff ed qit and cned 
for h Ip Th feebng f opp es i h t and 

dx-gust gave w y to an cute fet.li f p ty and 
an ainsl the ggresso lie ru hed i to th 
room her ther was weep A oss \ s of 
bottles n a marbl top t bl he iLstm-mished a 
suSenn f ce wet with tears str tcled o t 
b nds t wards that fa e took a step to ards the 
tabl b t at once drew b ck m bon The 
weeping gi 1 w s drunk 

A he mad hiswythr hthn y crowd 
gath^ d bout tb fair m n h h art sank and he 
f It fnghtened hk a diild and it seemed to h m 
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that m this alien incomprehensible world p ople 
wanted to pursue him to beat him to pelt him 
with filthy W'ords He tore down his at 

from the hatstand and ran headlong downstairs 

\ 

Leaning amst the fence he stood near the 
bouse waiting f r his fnends to come out The 
sounds of the pianos and lolins gay reckless 
insolent and mournful mingled in the air in a 
sort of chaos and th s tan Ic of s und seemed 
again like an unseen orche t a tunin^ up on the 
roofs If one looked upi ard into the darkness 
the black background was all span led > ith white 
moving spots it as snow falli ^ As the snow 
flakes came into the I ght the> floated round 
laz ly m the air like doim and st 11 more lazily 
fell to the ground The snovllakes whirled 
thickly round \ assilyev and hung up n his beard 
his ej clashes his e> bro\ s Th cabmen 

the horses and the pas ers by were \ bite 

And hoiv can tl e sn w fall m this street I 
thought \ assilyev Damnat n take these 
houses 

His legs seemed t be giving \ aj from fatigue 
simply from having nm do\*n U e stairs he gasp d 
for breath as thou h he had been climbin,, uphill 
his heart beat so loudly that he could hear it 
He was consumed l> a desire to get out of the 
street as quickly as possible and to go home but 
even stron e was his desire to wait for his com 
panions and v ent upon them his oppressive feeling 
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Tli«e was mn Ji he d d not ondcrstard in these 
botwes the souls of luired women were a 
to him as b» ore but it was clear to him that the 
th w as far w r»e than could has e been believed- 
If that 51-ful wwnan who had posoaed herself 
was called fallen it was dincult to fend a fitting 
nam { r all these wh wer da- cm-, cow to this 
tangle f sou d d otien g long loathseme 
seatc*‘ces. They w t on th road to ruJU 
but ru aed 

There is vice h thm hi but thereon 
saoru •ss of -in o' b pe f .al t on They are 
sold and boonht, steeped m wi e and bominations. 
while they liLe Jieep ar tupid indiifetent and 
don t understand. Sfy God M> God 

It was clear to b m too that ever>1hmf that 
u called buna, dignity pervmaln hts theDinS 
rmage and semblance, w re d filed to their very 
taaoditons — toth^ rj carrow v dmskxrd^ 
_aj — and tb t not only the $t eet ard the stupid 
won'm were responjWe for it 
A group of I dents while with now pa_scd 
him lau^ui., and talkin gaily o e a tall thin 
fellow topp^ glanced lat \ asstly e\ s f ce. and 
said m a drunVen v ce 

On c{ Cs A bit on old man > Aha ha 
Never mud. ha a good time Don t be down 
hearted, old chap 

H took \asw lyev b\ the boulder and pressed 
hE> cold wet moustach against his cheek, then he 
s* pped. taggered, and. wav n^ both hands cried 
Hold on Don t upset 

Andlan^hing he antoosert kebs companions. 
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Through the noise came the sound of the artist s 
voice 

Dont >ou dare to hit the women I wont 
let vou damnation take \ou‘ V ou scoundrels 
The medical student appeared n the doorway 
He looked from side to side and seeing Vassilyev 
said m an agitated voice 

Vou here! I tell you its really impossible 
to go anv^vhere with Yegor VVhat a fellow he 
IS ! I don t understand him He has got up a 
wcenel Do you hear? Vegor he shouted at 
the door Vegor 

I won t allow you to bit women I the artist s 
piercing voice sounded from above Something 
heavy and lumbermo rolled down the fairs It 
was the artist falling headlong Evidently he had 
been pushed do instairs 
He picked him elf up from tl e ground shook 
his hat and with an angry and indignant face 
brandished his hst to\ ar^ the top of the stairs 
and shouted 

Scoundrel Torturers! Bloodsuckers I I 
wont allow you to hit them To hit a weak 
drunken woman Oh you brutes I 

\ gor C<Hne \egorI the med cal 

student be an implonn bun I give you my 
word of honour I U never come with you again 
On my \ ord of honour 1 von t 
Little by little the art st vas pacihed and the 
trends vent homeward 

Again t my will an unkno vn force hummed 
the medical student has led me to tl ese mourn 
ful shores 
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Beh Id the mill the srtist chuncd m a little 
later in nuns no*\ What a lot of sroiv Holy 
II other Gnsha h> did too go? ^ on are a 
fonh a regular old voman 
\ a-silj e\ V alked behind his compan ons. looked 
at their backs and th ht 

One of two tb n s either we onlj fancj pro&- 
tituU n IS an e U and we xa gerate it of if 
prostit t n call} isasgeatan Uasis gcnerallj 
as-nmed, these dear fnend i m e ar as ranch 
sli e-ow era M Ul rs and imirJcr r as the tn 
habitant of S> la nd Cair that ar described 
in the Ne a N th v ai sirnng Ian bmg 
talki g sense b t h n t ih v jn t been eaplo tin 
burg •Ti an e and tup dit> > Thet h e— I 
hat been tness ft Wh t l> th ^ of 
thar hurr city th*i ro d a e the pamtifi ? 
The «eience art _ d I (t> vjciun ts f these 
soebdestt ^ers r m <i m t the p ece I bacon 
n the stor^ T o bn and> m d red a beggar 
in a {otest th > began ban hu 1 thes between 
them and iou d h^ nallet a p c f lacon 
\\ 11 found, f them I t u» h a 

bt >Miatd > nnean* II wca >ou cned 
th th m I Ha t forg tt n th t 

to-day \\ edne*d > > And they w uld n t t 
t Aft mnrd nn a m n thet cam out f th 
f rest in th fenn co cU n that th v we e keep 
th fast In the same nv these men af er 
boyin worn n g th ir way imaguung that th j 
arc art! ts and men f sa cce. 

Li ten h said sharply and angrily Why 
do you come hr ’ 1 tt pcs ble — u t pos- bl 
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you dont understand how homble it is? \our 
medical bool^s tell you that e\ery one of these 
women dies prematurely of consumption or some 
thinj, art tells you that morally th y are dead 
even earlier Every one of them dies because she 
has m her tune to entertain five hundred men on 
an average let us say Each one of them is 
killed by five hundred men \ou are among 
tho e five hundred I If each of you m the course 
of your lives visits thi place or others like it two 
hundred and fifty time it follows that one woman 
is killed for every tv o of you • Can t you under 
stand that ? Isn t it homWe to murder two of 
you three of you f e of you a foolsb hungry 
woman Ah 1 1 n t t av ful my God ' 

I knew t would end like that the artist 
said frowning ^\c ou ht not to have gone with 
this fool and ass ^ou imagine you have grand 
notions m your head nov ideas don t you ? 
No It s the dev 1 knows \ hat 1 ut not ideas k ou 
are looking' at me now with hatr d and repul ion 
but I tell you it s better you hould set up twenty 
more houses like those tV an look 1 ke that There s 
more vice in your express on than m the v hole 
street ! Come alon^ Volodya let him go to the 
devil He s a fool and an ass and that s all 

We human beings do murder each other 
said the medical student It s immoral of 
course but philosophizing doesn t help it Good 
by 1 

At Trubnoy Square the friends said good bye 
and parted WTien be was left alone Vassilyev 
strode rapidly along the boulevard lie felt 
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fr h reed cf ih Jik fv- i the trcr» w ^ 
yns -1- u hrav% lUkri ot tb gr und aM 
seer^i u thcrx., it wtw 1 ct. rt c? tb' ■wiide 
world h felt InghterM f th street brep* 

sJuRj* vnJi pa. L^t thrno h the clotwlscf srow 

Ills fcsil sni posse* .ed 1. c ccDoataWo. 
ta,Et hearted tenor I asser>-b% came towards 
ban f ora t me t ta- but t t^cned to 

one —d t tee'”*d t ban that n ram b"t 
worren were cen g 1 om aJ n and staru 
at ban 

It % befjnm% t th 34 t I am going to 
bare a breakd'-wB 

M 

At bom he U onb b>*l and aid hoduen*^ 
all erser Thm at aL \i iJv God, 
those women ah 

H encoum *4 t ma,,usat n 11 sorts of 
wa>-s t p ct binuelf th b'other f a UBeo 
woman, or hn f tVr thm» faLm woman herselt 
with her parted c^ee^a ard t all mised him 
to brrrcr 

It seemed t ban that h tn t settl the qaestioo 
at CRC t an uast and that thi q estion was cot 
one that dal ot concern h -a bat waa his own 
personal problem. H mad an ir-mmse effort 
repressed bu dcs^ and. ttju, on th bed, 
held, bi head ut bis ba s. be«_ thu how 
on cmld sa 0 tb mcr h b d een that 
day The rcth id fo ttackirg pr b em of all 
Li d^was ash was an educated man. weH known 
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adhered to that method He recalled the history 
of the problem and its literature and for a quarter 
of an hour he paced from one end of the room to 
the other trying to remember all the methods 
practised at the present tune for saving women 
He had v erv many good fnends and acquaintances 
who li\ ed in lodgings in Petersburg Among 

them were a good many honest and self sacrificing 
men Some of them had attempted to sa\c 
women 

All these not \ery numerous attempts 
thought Vassiljev can be divided into three 
groups Some after bu>mg the woman out of 
the brothel took a room for her bought her a 
sewing machine and she became a sempstress 
And whether he wanted to or not after having 
bought her out he made her his mistress then 
when he had taken his degree he went away and 
handed her into the keeping of some other decent 
man as though she i ere a thing And the fallen 
> Oman remained a fallen voman Others after 
bujmg her out took a lodging apart for her 
bought the uieMtable se^^og machine and tned 
teadiing her to read preaching at her and giving 
her books The woman bved and sewed as long 
as It was interesting and a no\eU> to her then 
getting bored began receiving men on the sly 
or ran away and went back where she could sleep 
till three o clock dnnk coffee and ha\e good 
dinners The third class the most ardent and 
self sacnficuig had taken a bold resolute step 
They had mamed them And when the insolent 
and spoilt or stupid and crushed animal became 
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a wile Ih heiii of a ustloJJ ami afUTwaiA^ 
amothcr ittun IhcrtI 1 Kite ccan lattitcdc 
to life up' cl (1 \ n eo th l it was 1 a d to teccTiruc 
th fallen » m alien* rd n tl * fe and the 
moth r \ -s marn RC was tl I t an 1 j-cthaps 
the onl\ m ns 

But it iJ mpossibl \a Isc tail alo o 
and he sank po ! « be»l It I Rin 
could not many n T 1 tl l one mu I be 
asantanlbe lltlllid f pul ion 
But suppos gll t t t) I al t 1 nt nlthe 
art 8t ms te c*l isel -> 111m > them— 

suppose tl > w n I Wlat uld U 

the result^ The It w 11 U tl t wide 
here m 'I »co ih > » Ik m n 1 some 

Smol n k u t t w Id ly> d b ching 
a other 1 t a 1 tl t I t 1) bi I earning 
here t fill tl ac nt pi -* i « th r w tl others 
from Sat tv si NrkIWs-w 
A nd what s t d th th I 1 ed tl ou 
sand in Lond n? \\1 t c t 1 with those 
in llambu g ? 

The lamp nwhchtholhdb td nbcan 
t smok \is lyevdd t n uc it He began 
paang to and f gam till th nk g Now he 
p t th quest n dill ntl> hat mu t do e 
th t fallen worn lo Id t be rttl-d For 
that t essential that tl m n * ho bus 
them d d them t de th si ould feel all 
the imm rabty f iheir h e n n la i g them 
d h uld be h fied One mu t sa the 
men 


0 e 0 


nee tl at 


td n>thi gbj tand^ 
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IS clear thought Vassiljev The onl> 

way out of it is nu sionaiy lotk 

And he began to dream how he would the next 
evening stand at the comer of the street and sav 
to every pas er by ^^^lere are you going and 
what for ? Have some fear of God 

He would turn to the apathetic cabmen and say 
to them ^Vby are you staying here? Why 
aren t you re\ olted ? Wdiy aten t y ou indignant ? 
I suppo e you believe m and know that it is a 
Sin that people go to hell for It ? Wliydontyou 
speak ? It IS true that they are strangers to you 
but you know even they have fathers brothers 
like yourselves 

One of Vassilyev s fr end had once said of him 
that he was a talented man There arc all sorts 
of talents— talent for wt tmg talent for the stage 
talent for art but he had a i>ecuhar talent— a 
talent for hintanUy He possessed an extra 
ordinarily fine del cate c nt fo pain m ge era! 
As a good actor reflects m himself the mo ments 
and voice of othc s so Vassilycv c uld efl ct in 
h s soul the sufferm 5 of oU ers When 1 e sav 
tears he wept beside a sick man he felt sick 
himself and moaned if he saw an aet of vi lence 
he felt us thou h he himstlf ere the victim of it 
he V as fnghtened as a child and in h s fn lit ran 
to help The pain of others worked on his nerves 
excited him roused him to a state of freniy and 
soon 

WTietler this friend were n ht I dont know 
but what \assilyev expen need hen he thought 
this question v as settled v as someth ng 1 ke insp 
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rahcn He cned a. d Ln^bed. spo e alfl d tie 
word, that be sb ulJ sa) r xt day felt a fer^'cnt 
Icr- for those who would Lst a to hua ard voa-d 
st*j;d bead bi'a at the censer of the Irect to 
p each he sat down to wnt letters made vows 
to h-asseU 

AD tfcto was hW m^pirat on also from the fact 

that It d-d t 1 t I -a \assiljev was soon 

Ured. Tb cases London in Hambtirg. 

azsaw wt obed opon him by their mass -s a 
tnonatain wei hs opoo the arth he felt d^ 
pinted. bewildered, tn th f c f tht» mass h 
rtraem ered that he bad ot gilt f words, th-t 
b was cDwardl} and timid, i-at ic(15erent p»opIe 
would c t be wiHu^, to Uteo and oQdR«tacd bun 
a law todect ui bi> th d year a ttm.d and tssi 
m-caot person th t gem^ce cns»i nary wofi 
inJaded xt onl) teach xg bet d'ed- 

\\‘hea twaaiCju bt and carnages were already 
begm-ar to mmtie n th tieet, \a&>Q>ev was 
lyi^ motioalesj. cm tb sofa, stanag into pace. 
H was no longer thmling of the women no cf 
th men ror f cusnonary w L His wh 1 
tention was tixne-i npon the 'pintual a»cn> 
wh.ch was tortonn^ hiri. It wus a dull, rags 
oedeSned »c»mish a^n to tnisen to an extrem 
form of terro and to despair He could pomt 
toth placewher th pam was. in his breast osder 
h.s heart bnt he could not cesnpar t nth any 
Uiia^ In the post he had had acut tootha he, 
h lud had pfetntis and reuralgia but all that 
was insiguiScant compared waji this spiritual 
angusb loth presence cf that pain hf seemed 
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loathsome The dissertation the excellent v ork 
he had written alrcadj the people he loved the 
salvation of fallen women — everything that only 
the day before he had cared about or been indiffer 
cnt to now when he thou ht of them imtatcd 
him m the same way as the noise of the carnages 
the scurrying footsteps of the waiters m the pas 
sage the dajlight If at that moment 

someone had performed a great deed of mercy 
or had committed a revoltin outrage he would 
have felt the same repulsion for both actions 
Of all the thoughts thit strayed through his mind 
only two did not imtate him one \ as that at 
every moment he had the power to kill himself 
the other that this gony W'ouid not last more 
than three days This last he knew by expenence 
After lying for a wh Ic he got up and wringing 
his hands walked about the oom not as usual 
from comer to corner but r und the room beade 
the walls As he passed he glanced at himself 
m the looking glass His face looked pale and 
sunken his temples looked hollow his eyes were 
bi ger darker more staring as though they 
belonged to someone el e and they had an ex 
pression of insufferable n cnt 1 agony 
At midday the artist knocked at the door 
Gngory are you at home ? he asked 
Getting no ans ver he tood for a minute 
pondered and answered himself in Little Russian 
Nay The confounded fell w has gone to the 
University 

And he went away Vassilyev lay dovn on the 
bed and thrusting his head under the p How 
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rd the r re frecl'' 


began cr>n i, with 
his tears flowed the no tembl hiS tneatw 
arguuh b^am \s t b*- an to get dark M 
thought of the ag nm M awaitm lira aco 
was o\ tccT'C b\ 3 h mb despair He droseo 
quickl\ ran out of his ooTi ni 1*3 nrg his do« 
wd pen for ro bject o eason went out into 
tb St ect ^\ tl ct asLi g him If where he 
should go h walked quicklv alon^ Sadovo) 
Street. 

Snow was f lira as h<*a il as th daj before 
It was th wn.g Tbni-t r h hands into his 
Jee>es hnddenn and fn htered at the ro^es* 
at the tram belli and at the pa.»«vb> %asjlje\ 
walked al n^ Sadovo St eet as for as Snbare 
Tower tbjitoibe RedC t f omth reb tnrned 
ofi to Basraannya Sueet 11 went into a t»>cin 
and drank o'! a b'g gla.s of odka. but that dii 
not mak hjn feel bett WTien h eaditd 
Rarrailya h turned t the right and trod along 
de treeis m wh ch h had r be n before m 
his life. H reached th old bnd^ bj which the 
\ anza runs gurgUn^ and frern wh ch n can see 
long row of 1 hts in Ih wind of the Red 
Barracks. T dist act ht> puatual anraiJi b> 
some new .ensat noisome therpain \asipnvcs 
n t knowing wnat t do crying and -haddenHj^ 
tmd.d hi greatcoat and ja^et and exposed hi^ 
bar chest to Ih w t snow nd the wind B 
that did cot lessen bis snaemiQ nthe Then be 
bent down erv th rail I the bndi, and looked 
down ml th black, yeasty \aaza andh longed 
to plung down head feronost not f m 1 athin 
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ior Efe not for lEe aVe ol suicide but in order 
to bruise himself it least ard bj one pain to ase 
the other But the bladi. water the darkness the 
deserted banks covered with no v « ere temf} mg 
He shiiered and walked on He walked up and 
derwn by the Red Barracks then turned back and 
went down to a copse from the copse back to the 
bndge again 

ho home home he thought \t home 
I believe it s better 

And he went back \\ben he reached home 
he pulled off his wet coat and cap began pacing 
round the room and went on pacing round and 
round wtl out sloppm*’ till momin'' 

MI 

W^en neict morning the art st and the medical 
ttudent vent in. to him he vasmovin about the 
room witl his shirt tom biting his hands and 
moaning with pai 

For God s sake he sobbed when he sa\ his 
fnend take me \ here >ou please do what you 
can but for God s sake save me quickly I shall 
kill mj self 

The artist turned pale a d was helpless. The 
medical student too almost shed tears but con 
sidenng that doctors ought to be cool and com 
posed m every emergency said coldly 

It s a nervous breakdown But it s nothteg 
Let us go at once to the doctor 

Where cr you like only for Gods sake make 
haste 1 
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D n t excite jourself You must try and 
control joursdl 

The artist and the medical student tb trem 
bl n hands put \ assilj v s coat and bat on and 
led him out nto the st t 

Mihail Sc geyitcb has been wantin to mahe 
your acquaintance f r a 1 ng time, the medical 
tudent said on the ay H is a very me man 
and th r ughly good at h work He tooh his 
legtee m tSSa and he has an imm n c practice 
already H treat st dents a> thougl he '^we 
on himscli 

Mak haste make haste \as.ilyev 

urged 

M hail S rgey tch t ut f ha ed doctor 
rece ved th Inend % th pol ten s and fng d 
dignity d mil d nlv on n & de of 1 is face 

Rybn kov and May have poken to me of 
your illness already he ^ d V ry gl d to be 
of service t y u \\ 1 ? Sit d vn I beg 

He m de \assly v t dosti a b armchair 
near the t bl and m da box f ciga ettes 
to\ a 1 him 

N V th n he b gan st king his knees 
Let us g t to «o k H w old r you’ 

H asked quest n d the medical student 
answered them H asked wh tl r V ssilvev s 
f ther h d sufl red f m cert m pecial diseases 
whethe he d k to e c ss uh ther le w re 
rem rk ble fo ru Ity o any p ul ant es He 
m d simil r nqunex baut his gr ndf th 
mother sisters and b th -s On le m n that 
his m th r had a be nt ful vo ce and s metime- 
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acted on the stage he grew mote animated at 
once and asked 

Excuse me but don t you remember perhaps 
jour mother had a passion for the stage ? 

Twenty minutes passed Vassiljevi as annoyed 
by the Nvay the doctor kept strokin" his knees 
and talking of the sim thing 

So fir as I understand your question doctor 
he said you want to knov whether my illne 5 
IS hereditary or not It is not 
The doctor proceeded to ask Vas ilyev whether he 
had had any secret vices as a hoy or had received 
injunes to his head whether he had had any 
a^rrations any peculiarities or exceptional pro 
pensities Half the questions usually asked by 
doctors of their patients can be left unanswered 
without the sh htest ill effect on tl e health but 
^tihail Sergeyitch the medical student and the 
artist all looked as though if \aasilyev failed to 
answer one question ill would be lost As he re 
ceived answ ers the doctor for some reason noted 
them down on a slip of paper On learning that 
Vassily ev had taken his deg ee m natural saence 
and was no studying law the doctor ponder 1 
He wrote a first rate piece of onmnal work 
last year said the m dical student 

I beg your pardon but don t interrupt me 
you prevent me from concentrating said the 
doctor and he smiled on one sid of his face 
Thou h of course that docs enter into the 
diagnosis Intense intellectual work nervous 
exlaution Ves yes And do you 

dnnk vodka? he said addressing Vassily ev 
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An tl T twciH% r ites |«asvtl The 
stud nt began t 11 lU doctor in a low %oi« 
1 14 opir n t tl mn I t cause cl ire 
alt cV and 1 a th (li\ l<;{ « 


<l^^ IJ artist 
S Street 

The udiflcre^t r srrv* 

I id his Incn i an 1 il 
won en and Ih t m bl t 
as tnrp m th t n- 

Doet t !l IT tl c 
tr 11 g I iTislf so n t I s 
n oslitut n e\ 1 n n t 
Mj d ar f II w wl d j 
loctor « it an P •« «h i 
J d »ettl d 11 h M I 
WTio d putcs t > 

^o m tal d <t i 
) asVed c rtls 

\ es a m t 1 d <t 

lerliaps It f\ uar i ht sad\assil>e 
g tt ng up nd beginn rg t Ik fr m c end 
f tl ro«n i th th r P 1 ps B t >l 
all seems m II u I m Tl t 1 h uld lia 
t k m> d "" ce iw I c U cs \ 1 ji k upon as 

grot ach m t becauw* I h v. tt n work 
nhi-b 1 th ec jear will be ti osm lUe nd fo 
g tt n I am praised p t th k es but because 
1 cann t speak f tall n w m i u co cemedlj 
as of the^ ch re 1 m bcin nammed b> a 
doct r I am call d mid 1 am piti tl 

\assdje f sem reason felt all t nee on 


d 1 lid MSittd 

1 U -id tone 
cl nik cf 
1 truck\a«I}f' 

1 h said eon 
k r d 1 I* 

* A t sa J the 
vg ■sled tl at he 
I mstlllonoOCO 

t \ u> \a >1- 
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utterably sorry for hiinsdf and his companions 
and all the people he had ecn t«o dajs before 
and for the doctor he borst into tears and sank 
into chair 

111 fnenda looked enqumngly at the doctor 
The latter wath the air of completely comprehend 
ing the tears and the despair of fechnj, him elf a 
specialist in that Ime went op to Vassiljev and 
without a Vi ord gave him some medic ne to dnnk 
and then when he was calm r undressed him and 
began to investigate the degree of sensibihty of 
the skin the reflex action of the knees and so on 

And Vassilyev felt easier W hen 1 e came out 
from the doctor he\ as beg on ng to feel a hamed 
the rattle of the carnages no longer imtated h m 
and the load at his heart g e\ lighte and lighter 
as thou h It were meltinj» aw y He had two 
prescnpt ons in hi band one i as for brom dc 
one was for morphia He had taken all 

these remedies before 

In the street he stood still and saynng good bye 
to his fnends drag ed buns If languidly to the 
University 
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T wb m h U I t II ray gr et? 

Tnc twilight of evening Bit, flakes of wet snow 
are whirling lazily about the street lamps which 
have just been lighted and Ijnng m a thin soft 
lajeron roofs horses backs shoulders caps Iona 
Potapov the sled e dnvcr is all wh te like a ghost 
He sits on the box without stimng bent as double 
as the living body can be bent If a regular snow 
drift fell on him it seems as thou h even then he 
would not think U necessary to shake it off 
His little mare is v hite and motionless too 
Her sttl^ess the angularitv of her lines and the 
stick like straie,htncs$ of her legs, make her look 
like ahalfpenny gin^erbrcadhorse She is probably 
lost in thought Anyone \ ho has been tom 
a ay from the plough from the familiar grey 
landscapes and cast into this vlough full of 
monstrous lights of unceasing uproar and hurry 
mg people is bound to think 

It IS a long tune s nee Iona and 1 1 nag have 
budged Thy ameoutofth ya d b fore dinner 
tune and not a single f re yet But now the 
shades of evening, are faling on the tov n The 
pale light of the street Ian ps changes to a vxvnd 
colour and the bustle of the street grows nois er 
57 
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Sledge to \ 1 1 1*3“ htan- 

Sledg , 

Iona ‘‘arts, and thr ugh his soot pla-teftu 
ejclashes sees an J tr in a mililaiy osercoa* 
with a hood o e I h ad 

To \ >boTg Vav’a. rq>cat the o'^ccr Are 
jou sleep? T \>boTKsVa>a 

In toLen f assent 1 na g e» a tu at the rtiT* 
which sends cakes I sn w <lj g from the horse s 
back and sh ul 1 r The fheer g ts into the 
Jedge The si d dn er cl cks t the hors& 
cranes his neck hk a sw n ns<s m his scat and 
more from hab t than neces&it\ b andbhe* ts 
whip Th mare cranes h neck too crooks 
stick like legs and bes t t gl) se s oQ 

r ar jou sbo m jou de il ? lo-* 
immediat 1 hear h u ( m th dark mass 
shift to 0. d f bef him ^^■her the desol 
are > u g m<’ ’ Keep to the r ngbt 

\ou don t know h w t dn Keep to the 
n ht saj- the £L er argnly 

A coachman dn g cam e swears at him 
a pedestna- cros th oad and bruJiing the 
horse s nose with hi _h alder looks t him angrily 
and shakes th now otf bis slee Iona fidg ts 
on th bos as th gh h w e Jtu on thorns, 
]erks bis Ibows nd turn his jes bo t like one 
possessed as th ugh h did n t know whe e he 
vas or why h was ther 

What ascals they all ar says th of5 er 
locosely They are mplj d th ir b«t to 
ran up against you or fall and th h rse s feet 
Th } mu_ b® d in t n p rpose 
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Iona looks at his fare and moves his Jips 
Apparently he means to say something but 
nothtOo comes but a sniff 

\Vhat } enquires the officer 
Iona gives a wry smile and straimng his throat 
bnngs out huskily My son er my son 
died this w eek sir 

Hml What did he die of? 

Iona turns his whole body round to hi fare and 
says 

M'ho can tell It must have been from 
fever He lay three days m the hospital 

and then he died Ood s wU 

Turn round you devil comes out of the 
darkness Have you gone cracked yeuolddog? 
Look where you are going 1 

Dme on drive on says the officer 

We dian t get there till to-morrow goin" on 
like this Hurry up I 

The sledge dnver cranes his neck again rises 
in bis seat and with hea •> grace swings his whip 
Several times he looks round at the officer but the 
latter keeps his eyes shut and is apparently d sin 
clmed to listen Pottin his fare down at Vyborg 
kaya Iona stops by a restaurant and a am sits 
huddled up on the box Again the wet snow 

paints hun and his horse white One hour passes 
and then anotl er 

Three young men tv o tall and thin one short 
and hunchbacked come ip rathng at each other 
and loudly stamping on the pavement with their 
goloshes 

Cabby to the Pohee End^e the hunchback 
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twenty kopcclLS j,orse. 

I na tags at the rc ns and clicks to i 
Twenty kopecks is ot a fair pnee. ba . . 

U aghts that N\-h (her .t « U* 

„hrth« tl u 6 e not mottK^t 

now so long as he has a tae 
«ung m n. sho cad othc to 

s"dVr"t“ 

abustthy met th c lu nth ttheiancn 
b ckmust t ndbeciu<«h is the shortest 
^\ell <ln c n sa\-s the 1 unchb ck 
cracked % i «ttb g 1 im^H d bt ath ng 
Iona neck Cut along What a cap >00 ' 
got my in <J \ou ouldn i find a or« one 
in all Pet rsborg 

He— h he— he laug^ » 

It s nothin to boast f 

\\ ell th n nothing to boast f ^ 

Sryugngtdn Ik this ail the way ? k-" 
Shall I giv you one n the neck > 

Hy h ad hes says one of the tall one^ 
At the Dnkmasov yesteidav \aska and 1 
d ank f ur bottles of br ndy between us 

I can t mak ut why y u talk ocb sloff 
say the ther tall <m angrily k ou he like a 
brute 

Sink roe dead t the truth 

It s about as true as th t 1 use coughs 

He-he gnn Iona Me r ry g ntlemen 1 
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TIoo 1 the de%jl tale you J cnes the hunch 
back indignantlj WiU you get on you old 
plague or won t you? Is that the way to dme ? 
Giveher one with the whip Kang it all' gi\e it 
her w ell 

Iona feels behind his back the joltin" person 
and quivering voice of the hunchback He hears 
abuse addressed to him he sees people and the 
feeling of loneliness begins I ttle by little to be less 
heavy on his heart Tt e hunchback s\ ears at 
him till he chokes over some elaborately whimsical 
string of epithets and is overpowered by bis 
cough Ills tall compani ns begin talking of a 
certain Kadycthda Petrovna Iona looks round 
at them \\ aitmg till there is a b lef j suse h 
looks round once more and s ys 

This week c my cr son 
died 

We shall all d e says the hui diback 

withasjgh tviping bis lips after coujhing Come 
drive on dnve on My friends I simply cannot 
stand crawhng like this Wien will he get us 
there ? 

Well you give him a little encouragement 

one in the neck I 

Do you hear you old plague ? 1 11 make you 
smart If one stands on ceremony % ith fellows hke 
you one may as v ell walk Do you h a you old 
dragon? Or don t you carcahangwhat wesay? 

And Iona hears rather than feels a slap on the 
back of his neck 

He he he Jai^hs Merry gentlemen 

God give you health I 
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Cabman are \oa framed ? asVs one of the 
tall ones 

I? He h Mewrj gentlemen The onl> 
wife for n -» i the <1 mp earth 
Heho-lo Tl gi e that is H®® 

m> son dead and I am all e Its a 

strange tb ng death las come m at the wer 
doo Ins ead f coming f r me it srent for 

my «on 

And Iona turns d to t 11 th m how h s son 
died but t that jx-irt th h hbacl. pses a 
famt s h ard n o ces th t tl ark God they 
ha e am\ed at bst After tak his twentv 
kopecks 1 n gaze» (or a 1 " wlul after th 
reselIeTa.wh disappear int a da k ntrv Aga® 
h ts al c and a am there i ilence for bus 
The misery «hi h has be f bnef space eased 
comes back a. d i a 1 h'ort m e euell} 
than eset ^^(th a look ( arxi tv and suflen&o 
lonas eyes stray estics ly amon th crerweU 
movm to and fr on both sides of the treet 
can h not find am tho^ tb sands «omcone 
who will listen to 1 m * But th cr v,d fi t bv 
heedles 1 him and I ts misery Hi misery 

ts immense beyord all bounda If ! nas heart 
were t burst ard bu m sery to f w out t would 
flood the nh 1 world t seems but yet it ts r t 
seen It has f imd hdin place n such an 
insignificant heU th t on vs uld not ha e 
found t « th a cardl by daji ght 

I na secs a house port r u th a parcel and 
makes up his nurd to address h tj 

WTs t time will t be fn d ’ he a-Ls 
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Going on for teH Why have jou stopped 

here? Drive on 

Iona drives a fevi pac s auay bends himself 
double, and gives himself up tei his m scry He 
feels it IS no good to appeal to people But before 
five minutes have passed he draws himself up 
shakes his head as thou h he feel a sharp pain 
and tugs at the reins He tan bear it no 

longer 

Back to the yard’ he thinks To the 
yardi 

And hi little marc a though she knew hi 
thoughts falls to troHi g An b ur and a half 
later Iona » sttmg b> a bi^, dirty stove On 
the stove on th floor and on the bend es are 
people snonng The air is full of smells and stufli 
ness Iona looks at the Icepmg fi'nires scratchi’s 
himself and egrets that he has come home so 
early 

I have not earned enough to pa> for the oats 
even he thmV Tl at swhy 1 am so mi er ble 
A man who kno vs h w t do his work who 
has hid enough to eat and vhose hors has had 
enough to eat is alw >s at ease 

In one of tl e comers a young cabman gets up 
dears his throat sle pily and makes for the 
water bucket 

Want a dnnk ? Iona asks him 

Seems so 

May it do you {ood But my -on is 

dead mate Do you hear? Th s week m 

the hospital It s a qu er business 

Iona looks to se the ^ect produced by his 
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words b Jt he sets nothing The joung man hu 
cohered his head er and is already asietp* 
The old man _> hs nd scratclies himself 
Just as the youn man had been thirsty for water 
he th rsts for speech His son will snon have b*cB 
dead a \ e 1. nd 1 c has n t rcaJl/ talked to any 
bod> \tt Kc wants to talk of it propcrl) 

with d 1 beral on He wants to tdl how his 

son ai t k n lit ho he sull cd 1 at he said 
befo c he died, hov h d cd He wants to 

Icscnbe th funeral and ho h ' nt t the hos 
pital to g l h son el ibes VI still has ^ 
dangbter \ni >a m the eountrv And he 

wants to t Ik about le too Ves be has 

plenty to talk bo t no v H s list net oo ht W 
gh ud exd im and lam nt It would he 

even better to talk t women Th ugh they ait 
silly creatures, th > blubber at the first wo d 

Let go out and ha a look at the mare 
lonaUunks There la alw ys tune f sleep 
\ou 11 have 1 ep enoo h no fear 

He puts ou coat and goes into th stables 
where his mar is standi g H th nL> about 
oats about hay about th w«?all H® 

cans t think bwt his son wh n h is alon 
T talk about him with someo e is possibl but 
to think f him and picture him is icisuflerabl 
anguish 

Are y u munchm ’ I na asks h s m r 
seei g her shining, yes There munch •ay 
mund way S ce wc hav not earow 

en ugh for oats w ill eat h y V cs 

1 hat e gr wn too bid to dnv M / son o ht 
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to te driving not I He was a real cabman 

He on ht to hd\e h%ed 
Iona IS silent for a while and then he goes on 
That s how it is old girl Kuzma 

lonitdi IS gone He said good b>e to me 

Hewentanddiedfornoreason Nov 

suppose you had a httl colt and >ou were cwn 
mother to that little olt And all at once 

that same httle colt went and died \oud 

be sorry wouldntjou? 

The little mare muntlies hstens and breathe- 
on her maater s hand Iona i carried a ay and 
tell her all about it 


5 
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In the jear in which mv story begins I had a job 
at a little station on one ol our south western 
railivays Whether I had a gay or a dull life 
at the station you c n judge Irom the fact that 
for fifteen miles round there vas not one human 
habitation not one woman not one decent tavern 
and lu those days I was young strong hot 
headed, giddy and foohsh The enlv distraction 
I could possibly find was m the windows of the 
passenger trains and in the % le vodka which the 
Jews drugged with thorn apple Sometimes there 
Would be a glimpse of a woman s head at a carnage 
Window and one would stand like a statue w thout 
breathing and stare at it until the tram turned 
into an almost invis blc sp ck or one would dnnk 
all one could of the loathsome vodka till one was 
stupefied and did not feel the passing of the long 
hours and days Upon me a native of the north 
the steppe produced the effect of a deserted Tatar 
Cemetery In the summer the steppe with its 
Solemn calm the monotonous chur of the grass- 
hoppep the transparHit moonlight from which 
one could not hide, reduced me to hstless melon 
choly and n the wmter the irreproachable white- 
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ness of the teppe it c Id <li tance long n gl ts 
nd h wl g } es pp "ssed me like a bea 'J 
rughtmai Th te se oral people living at 

the tati n n)% f rd I a deaf and croful us 

tel graph cl k andth e at hm n Mj assLtant 
aj un man ho me o umpi on u^togofor 
t atm rtt th to%4-n wh ehe ta>ed formortha 
at tun lea ng his d t es t me teg ther with 
the nght of pocketing hi sal 1 had no 
children no cake w uJd ha e t inpt d sitors to 
com and see m and 1 uld nl> istt otb r 

ofeciah on the lin and that n fttner than orce 

a month 

I emember tn> f and 1 r ih S w \ car 
n e sat 1 1 bl cb w d laail) and h ard the 
deaf td graph d k men t u 1 t ppt on bis 
apparatu in th n tt c«m 1 h d air d> drunk, 
fi glasses of drugged odla d p oppin Qi> 
hea -7 bcadonmi hst th ught fmv rpo«enn» 
bored m from h ch th was escape while 

my w fe sat bes d ra nd did n t t ke be ejes 
ff m Sh looked at m as □ ne ca look but 
a w man who has nothi g thi Id but a 
handsome husband Sb 1 d m m dh sla 
ishlj and n t merely mj gxid looks m> soul 
but mj sms my lU humour and bo d m and 
e n my cru lly b n in dm k n fury t kn w 
ing how to ent ray lU ham ur I torm nted h 
with ep caches 

1 sp te f th bo ed m which w ocsunin 
me, w wer p panng to see th N w \ ar in 
with es ept al festi (mess, and wer itiHo 
midni ht with som impatience The f t is. 
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we had w reserve two bottles of champagne the 
real thing with the label of Veu\c Lhcquot this 
I had won the previous autumn in a 
^ Wth the station mast r of D when I \ as 
wnking with him at a chn toning It sometimes 
happens during a lesson in math matics % hen the 
Afery air is still with bored< m a butterflv flutters 
•nto the class room the boys toss their heads 
wd begin watching it flight with interest as 
though they saw before th m not butt rfly but 
something new and strange in tl e same way 
ordinary champagne chanring to come into our 
station roused us We sat m silence 
looking alternately at the clock and at the 
bottles 

^Vhen the hands pointed to five minutes to 
twelve I slowly began uncorkmg a bottle 1 don t 
know whether I was affected by the vodka or 
whether the bottle was wet but all 1 remember 
« that when the cork fle^v up to the ceil ng with 
a bang my bottle slipped out of my hands and 
i«l on the floor Not more than a glass of the 
Viine Was spilt as I managed to catch the bottle 
put my thumb over th foaming neck 
Well may the New Year bring you happiness 
I said fillmg two glasses Dnnk 
My Wife took her glass and fixed her frightened 
®yes on me Her face was pale and vore a look 
of horror 

Did you drop the bottle ? she asked. 

Yes But what of th t ? 

Itsunlucky shesaid puttmg down her glass 
^0 thrmng paler still Its a bad omen It 
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in>^ro il t nt mis*orta e m HI bappcn to us lh» 
ar 

\ 1 t llj thing voo are Ifi^fd ^oa 
ar clc\ T woman and %tmi talk as m ch 
n ^►nse as an Id nu v 1> ink. 

G id grant U s n rs<n<« Init joirethine, 
u n t hapneo ^ u It see 

Sh did n t even p her glass he r'O' cd awnj 
and sank i to thought I ott red a idf tal^ 
irrmo pAcn about uperstiiion drark bait a 
bcittl paced up a d dawn and then went out oi 
the room 

Outjd thcr was the till (tosi\ n ght m all its 
cold, inhospitable beattt> The moon and two 
white Qu.iy clouds besid it hung ]ust oser the 
station, mo* nl-*s as th ugh glued to the pot 
and loo ed as thoum wait g lor sotrcthine A 
isi t tra parent h«bt cwi /rom them and 
to* died the while eanb so‘}Jv as though airaid 
of woandicg her modest) an J i hted up ever) 
thir — th enosrdntts. th icbankment It 
was st IL 

I walked along th railway onba km nt 
S 11) woman 1 thou ht looking at the sk> 
pan led with brilliant st rv. E en (one admits 
that omens sometures tefl the truth what e%il 
can happen t tis? Th m fortunes we base 
endured already and wtuidi are farin g us now 
ar so great that t u dilBcult to imagin anj-tbivg 
worse Wh I further barm can sou do a fcsb 
whidi has been ca ght and fned and served up 
with sauce ? 

A poplar CO ered with hoar frest looked m the 
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r blwsh darkness Uke a gi'mt rapt in 1 hroud 
it looked at me sullenly and dejectedly a thoj h 
kkc oie It reaUzed its lonehness 1 stood a lo j, 
^Me looking at it 

lly youtii IS thrown away for nothing Uke a 
nseless agarette end I went on musing, Uv 
P^nts died when 1 was a little ch Id 1 Was 
wpellcdfrom the high school 1 was bom of a noble 
™nily but 1 have received neither education nor 
weeding and I have no more Inowledg than 
the humblest mechanic I have no r fuge no 
raaUons no friends no work 1 1 ke I am not 
fitted for anything and m the pnmc of my po vers 
I am good for nothing but to be tufled into this 
litUe station I hav known nothing but troible 
and failure all my life What can happen worse ’ 
Red lights came into sight in the distance A 
tram was moving towards me The slumbenng 
steppe listened to the sound of it My thoughts 
^ere so bitter that it seemed to roe that I was 
thinkmg aloud and that the moan of the tele- 
Sreph wire and th nimble of the tram vere ex 
pressing my thoughts 

What can happen worse? The loss of my 
'"rife? I Wondered Lven that is not temble 
It s no good biding it from my consaence I don t 
lose my wife I mamed her when I \ as only a 
i^etched boy now I am young and vigorous and 
w has gone off and grown older and siUier stuffed 
from her bead to her heels with conventional 
Ideas What charm is there m her maudlm lo\e 
rn her hollow chest tn her lustreless eyes ? I put 
®P with her but I dont love her 'Vhat can 
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but I doa t think I am capable of enme — I am not 
of being hauled up for it 
“The two Lltle clouds had mo\ed away from the 
tnoon and stood at a httle distance looking a 
tl^ugh they were whi pering ab ut something 
^aich the moon must not kn w A light breeze 
was racing across the steppe bnnging the famt 
rumble of the retreating tram 
j My wife met me at the doorway Her e> es « ere 
laughing gaily and her whole face as beaming 
Wth good humour 

There is news for you she hispered 
Make haste go to >our room and put on your 
uew coat we have a visitor 

What visitor ? 

Aunt Katalya Petrovna has lust come by the 
tram 

^Vhat Natalya Petrovna ? 

The Wife of my un le Semyon Pyodontch 
You dont know her She is a very mce good 
woman 

Probably 1 frowned for my v ife looked grav e 
4nd whispered rapidly 

Of CQuise It IS quicr her having come but 
don t be cross Nikolay and don t be hard on her 
She IS unhappy you krov Uncle Sen yon Fyod 
untch really is ill natured and tyrannical it is 
difficult to live with him She says she will only 
stay three days with us only till she gets a letter 
from her brother 

My wife whispered a gr at deal more nonsense 
to me about her despotic uncle about the weak 
ness of mankind m general and of young wives in 
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partiCTilar about t bei& oa dutj to gi e shelter 
to all n great sinners and so on Unable to 
mai. head o tail f t I p t on mj new coat and 
went t tnai. cquauttance with inj annt 

\httl woman with Lug black ejes was aittir" 
atth tabl Ms table thegr y wait. m> rou hl>’- 
mad sofa, ever^'thin to th tuiie>.t gram f duat 
seemed t ha grown y ung and m re cheetln! 
1 the presence of this new y un- beautiful and 
dn>sotate creature wh h d a most ubtl perfume 
about hr Ad that our i. to wa# a lad> of 
easj STTtu 1 could see f om her smii from her 
«cent fr m th peculiar w in which she glanced 
and made plaj with her s lashes i om tb t ne 
n which sh talked with ms wife— a respectable 
woman Ther s a» no need t tell m h bad 
run was ^m her boshand. tb t her hibband was 
old and despotic tbat sb was good natured and 
b elv 1 took t all ut at tb first glan 1 deed, 
t fc» doubtful whether ther u nan n all Europe 
who cannot spot at the fint glan a woman of a 
certain temperament 

1 did not know I bad uchab nephew said 
m> aunt holding ut her hand to m nd sm bn*' 

And 1 did not kn w I had uch a p ttj aunt 
I answered- 

Supper began oser a^am Th cork flew w tb 
a ban" out of th second bottle, and ms aunt 
swallowed 1 alf a glassful at a gulp and shen 
my wif went out of the room (or m m nt mj 
annt did not scruple to drain fun glass 1 was 
drunk both with th win and w th the presence 
of a woman I>OToa emet be th song? 
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C) bl ck & p t h ye4 f U ( pas 
Ey b n E bngbt a d be. i f 1 
How I lo y 
H w i (ca y Q 

I don t reTncmbcr whit happened ne^t Anyone 
who wants to know ho\ love bc{,ins may read 
novels and long stones 1 will put it shortly and in 
the words of the same silly song 

K 1 1 

\Vh &rat I to t y 

Everything went head over heel to the devil 
I remember a fearful frantic vhirlwind which 
Sent me flying round Ike a feather It lasted a 
lon{ while and swept from the face of tl e earth 
my wife and mv aunt herself and my strength 
From the little station m the steppe it has flung 
me as you see into this dark street 

Now tell me what further e nl an happen to me? 
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Nadya Zelema hid )iist come back w th her 
mamma from the th atrc whc e she had seen a 
performance of \evgcn> Onjegin As soon as 
she reached her o vn room she threw off her dress 
let do«-n her hair and in her petticoat and ^\hlte 
dressing jacket hastily sat doin to the table to 
\vnte a letter like Taty na s 

I love 5 ou she wrote but \ on do not love 
me do not lo c me I 
She KTOtc it and lau hed 
She was only sixteen and did not yet lo^e 
anyone She knev that a officer caUed Corny 
and a student called Gru dev lo e 1 her but su\\ 
after the opera si e \ anted lo be doubtful of the r 
love To be unloved and unhappy — how interest 
mg that > as ' There i something beautiful 
touching and poetical about it when one loves and 
the other is mdilTerent Ony^n v as interesting, 
because he as not in love at all and Taty ana v\a^ 
fascmatin" because she was so much in love 
but if they had be n equally in love with each other 
and had been happy tley vould perhaps have 
Seemed dull 

Leave off declanng that you love me Nadya 
went on writing thinkii^ of Gomy I cannot 
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belie% t \oa tc fi^c! er cTilli\*alcd.<cnous 
\oa h iTimen'^ tal nt and perb p* a bnibant 
( lui aiia ^ u hil I aai an imint re^tjn^ gul 
f o import ce and ou know well that I 
hoold be onlv hmd ce m von hi It i» trc 
that % u w tt cted b\ me and thou ht vou 
hadt nd\ourideal nrae b t that wa^ a mu>take 
and n w \ u ar a-k \ urseU in despair UTiV 
(Ld I meet th t gul \nd nly j ur goodness 

ol heart p ni >ou from wni it to your 
self 

N dj'a felt iorrv f r h mell h be-mn to crj 
and w nt n 

It u hard 1 ra to I m\ m thcr and in 
hr th I h uld tal a nun ul and p 
hilhet chance m % lead m ^ d u w old 
be left f ee and w uld I th Oh f I we e 
dead 

Sb could Qtmk ut bt&b bad wntten 
through her tears litt) rai bows e qui enn 
on th tabl n th floo o the ce hs as th Uoh 
sh »er looviQ„ ihr u b a pnsra Sh could not 
write. *3iik b ck o her east -chair and fell to 
thudosg of G<wn 

ily God b w nt resUn^ how iason ting meo 
were N d>'a ecaBed th 6n exp es-ion in“ia 
tiatiSe^ juilli and soft wb cb cam mo the 
Seer" lace when on argued about mus with 
tnm and th effort h m d to pre t h o ce 
f om betraj-uio his pa-s <m la soa t> where 
coJd h u htiness and indi'ierence ar regarded as 
signs f good b eding and gentlen>anl> bearing 
on roust conceal s passions. And h did try 
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to conceal them but he did not succeed and everj 
one knew \crv ^\cU that he had a passionate love 
of music The endless discuss ons about music 
and the bold critiasms of people who knew not! mg 
about it kept him always on the strain he \ as 
fn htened timid and silent He plajed the piano 
magnificently hkc a profes lonal piani t and if 
he had not been m the army he n ould certainly 
have been a famous musician 
The tears on her eyes dned hadv a remembered 
that Corny had declared his love at a Symplony 
conceit and again dovn ta s by the hatstand 
where there was a trcmci lous draught blowing m 
all directions 

I am ve y gUd tl at \ou have at 1 ist mad the 
acquaintance of Gruzdev our student friend 
she went on vnt n H la a very clever man 
andyou all be su e to bke him He tame to sc 
us yesterday and stayed till tvo 0 clock We 
were all del ghted v ith him nd I regretted that 
you had not come He said a great deal that \ as 
remarkable 

Nadva laid he arms on (he tabi and leaned 
her head on th m and her liair co ered the letter 
She rec lied that the student toa loved her and 
tl at he had as much ngl t to a letter f om her as 
C omv Wouldn t it b better after all to wnte to 
Gruzl v? There wa a stir of joy in her bosom 
for no rc son hates c at first the joy vas small 
and rolled in her bosom like an ind a rubber ball 
then it became more mass e b g er and rushed 
like a wave Nadya fo got Gomy and Gruzdev 
her thoughts were in a tangle and her joy grew and 



8» Till TALES 01 TClimOV 
gn Ir her Iiwotj »l pi el into iier arm* nd 
1 gs ntl It wn nl s thoa Ij a J plit cool breexc 
were I alhirg on h i h ad in 1 rtifjiin her ha>r 
Her li ulders qm rrwl ith oNl ed laugl tef 
tile tabl nd ti e I mp ch mn > siiook. too and 
tears fr m he ejes jlatM on th letter She 
c uld not stop boRhing and to pro%c to hmcH 
th t si wa n t laugh giboit thing she made 
haste t think ( «om i) fonnj 

What a funn\ pwxll 1 1 a 1 {•cling as 

th ugh he woul I cl k \ ith la ght r ^^'hat 
(unnv poodle 

She th ughi h alt t ih or before 
Umalcv h d i li\ed w th Ma m th poodle and 
afterward I d t H them V« it a v ry intelligent 
poodl who h d run aft r a c w in tl e >ard and 
tl e CTOS h d look 1 und at h m nd said 
Oh 1 u scamp l 

Tl poodl n t k ow g h h d to do with a 
learned cr wns lea fuU> conlu d nd tre ted 
n perpl xit> th n beg n bark g 

No 1 hid bette 1 Gnudev Sadl’a 
decided nd h t c up th lett i Gomy 
She fell to think ng of th t d nt of his love 
of her lov but th thougt t n he head insisted 
on flowing in all d ection nd sh thought about 
e erything— abo t her mother about the street 
about the pen 1 about the pi no Sh 

thought of them j and telt that rything 

Was good splendid and he joy told her th t this 
t as not all thatinalittl whl two Id be better 
St 11 Soon It wo tdbesp I g summer goin with 
her noth r to G bk Go ny would come for 
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his furlough would walk about the garden with 
her and make love to her Gru/dev would come 
too He would play croquet and skittles with h r 
and would tell her wonderful things She had a 
passionate Ion ing for the garden the darkness 
the pure sky the stars \gain her should rs 
shook wnth laughter and it seemed to her that there 
w as a scent of \ ormwood in the room and that a 
twip ivas tapping at the \vindm\ 

She went to her bed sat down and not knownng 
what to do with the immense joy which filled her 
wth yeammg she looked at th h image 
hanging at the back of he bed and said 
Oh I^rd Cod Ob Lord God 1 
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Nine jcars apo Pyotr Sergoitcl’ the deput> pro- 
secutor and I were riding toward e enm m 
hiiTnakin" time to fetch the letters from the 
station 

The weather was magnifiant but on our way 
backwe heard a peal of thunder and saw an angry 
black storm cloud which was cominj straight 
towards us The storm c! ud w as approacbin 
us and \ e were approaching it 

Against the background of it our house and 
church looked white and the tail poplars shone like 
s Iver There was a scent of ram and mo\ -n hay 
Jly compaiuon was m high spirits He kept 
laughing and talking all sorts of nonsense He said 
it would be nice if wc could suddenly come upon 
a medieval castle with turreted towers witl moss 
on It and owls in vhidi we could tike shelter 
from the ram and m the end be killed by a thunder 
bolt 

Then the first wave raced through the rye and 
a field of oats there was a gust of wind and the 
dust flew round and round m the air Pyotr 
Sergeyitch laughed and spurre i on his horse 
It s fine ’ he cried it s splendid ’ 
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that I lovp jou Be silent do not ansver me 
take no notice of it but only know that >ou arc 
dear to me and 1 t me look at you 

His rapture affected me too I looked at 1 1 
enthusiastic face listened to his \oice whidi mm 
glcd vith the patter oftherain and stood as thougi 
spell bound unable to stir 

I longed to po on endlessly lookin'* at hi shmmg 
eyes and listening 

kou say nothing and that is splendid said 
Pyotr Sergcyitch Co on being silent 

I felt happy I laughed with d ligl t and ran 
throu hth drenchin" ram to the house he laughed 
too and leaping as he went ran after me 
Both drenched panting noisily clatte ing up the 
stairs like children i c dashed into the room My 
lather and brother who were not used to swin** 
me laughing and bghthcarted looked at me in 
surprise and began taugl ing too 
The storm clouds had pass'll over and the 
thunder had ccas d but the raindrops still glitter^ 
on Pyotr Sergey itch s b ard Tlie whole evening 
till supper time he vassingng whi tlin playing 
noi Jv with the dog and racing about the room 
after it o tl at he nearly upset the servant with 
the samovar And at supper he ate a great deal 
talked nonsense and m mtamed that wl cn one 
eats fresV cucumbers m sinter there i the frig 
ranee of sprin in one s mouth 
When I went to bed I 1 ghlcd a candle and 
tlrew my vindow \nde ojen ml an undelined 
fe ling took possession of my so d I rem mliered 
that I was fre and healthy tlat 1 had rank and 
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wc ih Jl I 1 I o eJ aIio\eaIl that 1 
rani, an 1 w Itl r k n 1 allh ni> Ood I to* 
m th t vr Tit n I odilUng up la 

at a t h ( ( 11 w t h reached m Irom the 
pard n will il ew I tried t disco er w ther 
II 1 IN tr Sets \ i h r n t and f U 
1 p u ial I i r I c 1 lu ion 
\nJ when in tl in in^ I saw quv eriafi 
pat -s f uri It a 1 tl h d ws of the lure- 
trees n m> Ixd wl t I ad 1 p-'ened jrtletdiv 
use IH in m\ mm v Ll s»*«iied or« 
cl ori'd f 11 f charm Humming 1 d-eased 
qu ckl) and w nt out nt tl garden 

\nl h t h ipened aflerw rds f Whv— 

noth! g I the wtrt r when u Ii cd tn to ra 
I*tot ^ ge>nt h am to see u If mtim to tun 
Cou try acq u t nces ar 1 arming only tn tb 
eountrv and summer i th town nd tn winter 
they los tl ir ^arm When ton pour out tea 
for them m th t wn seems th h tl et are 
wearing other pcopl 8 co t and as tho gh the\ 
stirred their tea tool ng Inth t wn too Pyotr 
Sergey ch poke som tunes of I but the effect 
was t at all ibc same a in th ountry 1 tb 
town we were more t adlv nscious f the wall 
th l tood between us 1 had rank and wealth 
wh le h was poor and he was n t eii a noble- 
man b t only the son of deacon and a depute 
P blic prosecutor w both f us — 1 th ongh my 
youth and be fo som a known reason- — thought 
of that wall as s ers h gh and th ck and when he 
w with us in th town h would ent cu ari to- 
crat society w tb a f reed smil and maintai a 
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sullen silence when there was anyone else in the 
drawing room There u no wall that cannot be 
broken through but the heroes of the modern 
romance 0 far as I know them ore too tnnid 
spintlcss lazy and o\erscnsitive and are too 
ready to resi<m themselves to the thougl t that they 
are doomed to failure that personal Uf has dis 
appointed them instead of struggling they merely 
criticize calling the % arid vulgar and forgetting 
that their criticism passes little by little into 
vulgarity 

I was loved happiness -as not far away and 
seemed to be almost touching roe 1 went on 
living m car less case ivithout trying to under 
stand myself not knom, wh t I expected or 
whit I wanted from life and lime \ ent on and 
on People passed by me with their love 

bright days and warm nights flished bv the 
nightingales s ng the hay melt frigrant and all 
this sweet and overwhelm ng m remembrance 
passed with me as with everyone rapidly leaMng 
no trace was not prized and \anished like mist 
Wt ere is it all ? 

My father i dead I ha c grown older every 
thing that delighted me caressed me ga\ me 
hope — the patter of the ram the rolling of the 
thunder thoughts of happness talk of love — all 
that has become nothing b t a memory and I 
see before me a flat desert distance on the plain 
not one living soul and out there on the horizon 
it IS dark and terrible 

A nng at the bell It is Pyotr Sergeyitch 

When m the wmter 1 see the trees and rememb t 
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1 Ott frrcn tl ej it for m m tl e sarrmcr 1 
I per 

01 in\ d hn s 

\ id w?i n I see peo I with «f ml spent m)' 
p ng t n IfeiJsiOT •fulanl •ami and ttht per 
the sam IhtnR 

H has Ion go b\ ini lather s good off ccs been 
tran ferr >11010 vn It look a futte older a little 
fallen awaj He ha I ng g n up declaring hi 
lose h s left ff talVitg ns n di hkes lis 
fh lal V. rk IS ill in om w v nd d llu i ned 
he has gi\ n ip tr^ n t g t a Ml mg out of hfe 
and takes no t lerest i h ang Not he has MC 
dom by the hearth and looks in len at (he 
fire 

Isot knowing h to <av 1 ask him 

Well what h ejout t 11 me ? 

N thing h nswer 

And si nc gam Th ed g1 of the fire 
plajs bout h m lanch K I c 
I thought of the px.t a lall ton cm shoulders 
be an qui cn g mi h d dropped nd I began 
w epng bitterly 1 f It nbear Wy sorry f my 
self and for tl s m n nd pa^ n t ly longed for 
wl t had pa- ed w s d wh t I f refused us 
now And now I d d ot thi fc about rank and 
ealth 

I b k to 1 d sobs prc« i g my temples 
d muttered 

Jfy God m Cod my I fe i a te 1 1 
And be sat a d tr s s lent d d d not say t 
me Don t weep He under tood th t I must 
weep and th t th i me f thi had c me 
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I saw from his e>es that he was sorrv for me 
and I was sorry for him too and vexed with tl is 
timid unsuccessful man who could not make a life 
for me nor for himself 

W hen I saw him to the door he was I fancied 
purposely a long while putting on his coat Twice 
lie ki sod m\ hand w thout a word and looked a 
long while into mj tcarstamed fa c 1 believe 
at that moment he recalled tli storm th streak 
of ram our laughter mv face that day he longed 
to say somcthirg to me and h would have been 
glad to saj it bv t he said noth n 1 e merely shook 
his head and pre sed my hand God help I im 1 
After stem I im out I " nt back to mv study 
andagainsatonthecarpetbif T thefireplace the 
red embers were co cred with ash and beg n to 
grow dim The fro l tapped st 11 mo e angrily at 
the windows and the vind dron d n the chimney 
The maid came in and thinkin 1 was asleep 
call d my name 
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IN r\nr 

Old SrMYO’i nicknan cil Canny and a j oung 
Tatar whom no one knew by name were sitting 
on the ruerbank by the camj lire the other 
three ferrymen w r in tie hut Semyon mold 
tnm of sixty I an md (oolhlws but broad 
shouldered and still healthy I oV. ng vas drunk 
he would hdN ®P ^ f ^ 

had a bottle in his pocket and he was afraid that 
the fellows in th I ut would ask him f r odka 
The Tatar was ill ai d weary an i \ rapping him 
self up m 1 IS rags ms dcscril mg ho v nice it tea. 
in the Simbirsk pr< mcc nd what a beautiful 
an I clc er wife h had left behind at home He 
was not m re than tw my five and now by the 
light of the camp fire s itl h s p k and sick 
mournful fac he looked like a boy 

Tobesure It isnrt parad cher snidCanny 
\ou can see for yours If the wate the bare 
banks clay and nothing Ise Caster has 

long passed and vet tl ere is ice on the r \ r and 
this morning there v s snos 

It s bad I It s bad said the Tatar and 
looked round him m terror 
The dark cold ru er was flo ving ten paces awav 
t grumbled lapped against th hollow cUy bank 
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aad raced «n swiljy tjvLrds tb Lr awa\ sea 
Oose to ih ba-V. tbert was tt dar^ blar ol a 
b g ba.ee waich fcrrvsen caLed a Vaibos 
Fa. wa a ih farther barh U 2 ..IS dvi-g dowa 
aiid — V.eTJi_ up a an ngng^ed lit LttI sn akes 
th<*\ wer burm.. > 35 * >ear gra. *cd bevond 
the bttJ aaaxesther wa» da-fcrcs» aea.3 There 
I tl v-Jes cc_d b* heard ksockn^ agai-s* the 
barg It was damp a_d cold 
The Tatar gUflced t the ks There woe ~5 
E-anT tars as t bon au4 th same Wacknes 
all rozni btt so-ieUui:^ was lacimg At bom 
o ih ^JmbiTk pe tnce tb star were qoit 
dmereo a£d so wa^ ta 

It bad ns bad b epeated 
A ou wid g t csed to t '><mTon and be 
Us frd Now xtn a. voac., ajul foolish th 
tailk IS hard r dr\ 00 > bps aad it s«erss 
to VOS la voar foooshres t- t vos are mere 
wretdlfd than aa □ but (b tim w2I come 
W3€3 on will sav to }oar«id 1 wiJi co ose a 
better hie than win Too look at m tflim 
a week th foods wd be O' er ard we ball set up 
lb Jerry wa wflj aD go wacdenCg a aboa* 
*^2)013 whil I shaQ sla> and hall begm goi..3 
from bas to bank 1 ve been eom Uc that lot 
twent two year d v and mght Th pil aad 
lb salmcQ ar oeder u. wat^t whil I an on the 
wale' ^d thav± Cod f t I want cothir.*^ 
God giv erers a. *~cii a hf 
Th T tar threw «cfB dry twig* on th catnp- 
Cr la% down c.OsCT lo th blaze and said 

" My father »> a sic& man tVhen h dies my 
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mother and v,ife % lU come here They have 
promised 

And what do you want your wife and mother 
for ? asked Canny That s mere foohshness 
my lad It s the devil confounding you damn 
his soul! Don t \ou listen to him the ursedone 
Don t let him have his way He is at you about 
the women but you spite him say I don t want 
them * He is on at you about freelom but you 
stand up to him and say f dont want it ' I 
want nothing neither father nor mother nor wife 
nor freedom not post nor paddock I want 
notl mg damn their souls ! 

Semyon took a puU at the bottle and v ent on 

I am not a simple peasant not of the vorkuie 
class but the son of a deacon and when I was free 
I lived at Kursk I used to veax a frock coat and 
now I have brought myseU to such a pass that I 
can sleep naked on the ground and eat ^ass And 
I wish no one i better life I want not! mg and 1 
am afraid of nobody and th way 1 look at it is 
that there i nobo ly r cher and fr er th n I am 
When th« y sent me here from Russ a from the 
fir t day I stuck it out 1 want nothing The 
devil vas at me about my vife and about my home 
and about freedom but I told him 1 want 
nothing I stuck to it and here you see I live 
well and 1 dont complain and if anyone gives 
way to th devil and listens to him if hut once 
h is lost there is no salvation for 1 im he is sunk 
in the bog to the cro vn of his hea i and will never 
get out 

It is not only a foolish peasant like you but 



t02 TIIF T\LEb or TCIirHO\ 

c\cn g ntlci I w U edn atetl prople arc lot 
1 It -cn j ars ago th > sent a g tlcman I ere from 
kuss a 11 I In t shared something mth his 
hr tl e s and 1 ad foig tl something vn a vail 
Th ydids yl w s a pr nee or a baron but maybe 
hewassinply noffc I — wl knows’ Well the 
gentleman axnteii I r nd &st thi g he bought 
I ims If a hou e and I nd in Muhortinskoe 1 
nt to hvc by my om w rk says I e in the 
5 leat £ roy bro for 1 n not a g ntlemin now 
says he hut settler Well sa "s 1 Godlelp 
you th t sthc nglt tl ing H s as youngman 
then bu y and car f I 1 used to m w himself 
and catch f h and ide sixty miles on h rscbaek 
Only this is hat 1 ppened b n the very first 
year 1 e took to r di to Cyxino f tl e post he 
uodt ta d on my f -Try nd ^h Ecb ‘'cmyen 
ho V lo g It IS smt th y s nt m any money mm 
hom \ ou d n t want m ney \ ass ly Ser 
eyitch says I Wt t use $ a to you ? ^ou 
ist away th past and forg t t as though it had 
never been at all a tho gl it h d been a dream 
andbegi tyl nw Donthtentoth d vil 
says I he will br g you to no good hell dr 
you nto a snare N you want monpy say’s I 
but! yeryhttl whl you'll be tmg some- 
th ng Ue and then m and m r If you want 
t b happy says 1 the 1 ef tl i g not to want 
nytling \ If ays I if f le has 

vro ged you and tn outUy \ n good asking 
for her f vour and bowing down to her bi t you 
despis 1 r nd la gb at her r Is h will laugh 
at y u Th t wh t I said to him 
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Two jcars later I femed him acro'« to this 
side and he was rulbing his hands and laugl ing 
I am going to GjTrino to m t my wit he 

She was sorry for me say® te she has come 
She IS good and kind And he vas hr atl less 
wtfi ]oy So a day htcr he cam with his wife 
A beautiful jounf lady m a h t in h r arms was 
a baby girl And lots o( lugg ge of all sorts An 1 
my Vas. ily Sergeyiich vas fussing round lier he 
CQuldnt take his eyes off I er and couldn t ay 
enough in praise of her Yes brotl er Sem\on 
even in Siberia people can Ine 1 Oh all right 
thinks I it will be a d ff rent talc presently 
And from that time forwar 1 he went almost every 
week to nquire whether money I ad not come 
from Pussia He wanted a lot of money She 
IS losing her youth and b auty here m Siberia for 
my sake ays he and si aring my bitter lot with 
me and so I ought says he to provide her nth 
every omfort 

Tomak t Iivelierfortheladyhemadeacquaint 
ance mth the officials and all sorts of nff raff And 
of course t e had to give food and dnnk to all that 
ere V and there had to be a piano and a shag y 
lapdog on the sofa— plag le take it L ixury 

m fact self indulgence Th lady did not stay 
w th him long Ho v conld she ? Th clay the 
water the cold no vegetables for you no fruit 
All around you ignorant ind drunken p oplc and 
no ort of mam ers and s! e was a spoilt lady from 
Petersburg or Moscow T be sure she moped 
Bsdes herhusland say what you like wasnota 
gentleman noi but a scttl r — ^not the same rank 
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Ttree liter I remember on the eve d 
lb ■^'CTp* tfcer wa> scoDJng from tt« 
fimier ha.'fc I vert ore' with th ferry 
what do 1 ^ Nri the Udy aU wrapped tip 
wiJi «• a Noeiu gentleman an o^aaJ \ Jsf * 
with three hc»MS 1 fernM th"m acrosa 

here the” g m ^rA wa\ lilc th wtsd Tbev 
wer NW" Ic« t a nt \cd towards 
\3£n] tcb gaJo^d down to the fsrrr 

DhIh t tn’’ wif crea this «a with a gentleman 
m pectacles emv n h dn. ,..id I yo® 
may loo’* f j- Ih wind la the fields H galfisped 
in pore«t f tti»*n For t e davs and ti ht» i 
was ndgg after t-.no Wkco 1 fcTrnJ has owf 
to th ot er rd afterwariL he finag hjoself 9 
th foT) and beat h.^ b'^ «x th b^da of the 
ferry 82^ borHed ^ toa how t is say* 1 
1 Unshed and enicd*d hsa peo^^ can Ut even 
la Sibena \od h beat hu head harder tfun 
ever 

Thm h heran to 'n g for frcpdom Hb wtf 
had _ '^•d o5 to Rcssia. and f coarse h wto 
d.awn iher i see her and to get her wav from 
her JoT«T -toi h too*" lay Ud to gaUof^cg 
alrno«t every daj other to th post or to th town 
to *ee the cesuna-du^ oS'W b kept sending m 
peUtiocs fw th m to hav merev on tum a-jl ! 
hung baethoTie asdh c-ed to say that he had 
spent seme two burdred ronbI»s on t fesranis 
aJoB H sc.d ha la-d ^.A mortgaged hts house 
to the Jews. H grew gre- a-d beat and ydlow 
in th face as thoa^h h was m consomptioo If 
h*' talked to yoa he wookl go thee— khee— lch*e. 
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and there ^cre tears m Ins e>es He kept 
rushing about like this with petitions for eight 
>ears but nens he his grovn tnkhter and more 
cheerful again he has found inotlicr i him to give 
way to \ou sec his daughter has grown up 
He looks at h»j and si e is tl c apple of his eje 
And to tell the truth she is all right good looking 
with black e\cbTo s and a lively disposition 
Evcr\ Sundav he us d to nde v nth her to church 
in Gynrvo Thev u «1 to st nd on the terry side 
by side she would laugh and he could not tike his 
eyes off her \es Semyon says he people 
can live even m Sibcna Even m Sibcna there is 
happiness Look says he what a daughter I 
have got 1 I warrant you wouldnt find another 
like her for a thousand versts round Your 
daughter s all right siya 1 that s true cer 
tainlv But to myself I tl ought Wait a bit 
the wench 18 young her blood s dancing she wants 
to live an I there s no 1 fe here And she did 
begin to pm my lad "^he faded and faded 
and now she can hardly crawl aboit Toi 
sumption 

So \ou see wh t Siberian happiness is damn 
Its soul ^ou echo peoyle can live in Siberia 
H has taken to going fr m one doctor to 
another and taking them ho ne with him As soon 
as he hear that two or tl ree hundred miles away 
there is a docter or a sorcerer he \ ill drive to 
fetch him A terrible lot of money he has spent 
on doctors and to my thinking he had b tter have 
spent the money on drink She 11 die j ist 

tljc same She is ertain to die and then it will 
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be ail 0 er with him H 11 han hunseli from 
gn 1 r run awa\ t Russia — that s a sur thin 
H 11 ran ana^ and theyll catdi him then he 
v.tQ be tned nt to prison h mil have a taste oi 
the lash . 

Good good said the T tar shl ering min 

cold 

tfhat s good > asked Cannj 

His fe his dan hter ^\'hat of pnsoa 

airf what ol sorr * — ami at h did sec his ml 

and his da ght r 'in sa> ant nothin 

But nothin isbd Hs tebed with hun 
three years — th t »as a gifi fr m God Nothino 
I bad but three years is good How not oflda 
stand’ 

Shl eno and besit tin* mtb efiort picking 
<mt th Russian w rds of h ch h kn w but 
few th T tar said that God forbid on should 
fall sick and di in strange 1 nd and be buned 
o th cold and dark earth that li bi» i cam 
to bun f f one dy vnfeonhurthtfr 
uch happiness h w uid be ready to bear any 
soflenng and t tbank God Better one dav of 
b ppuiess than nothin^ 

Then h described again wh t a beautiful and 
clever wif h had 1 ft at horn Then clutching 
his head in both hands h be an cryin and 
assnnng Semy a th t h was n t giulty and was 
suHenng fo n thing His two h others and an 
unci h d earned oS a peasant s horses and had 
beaten the oU man 111 h w half dead and lb 
common had n t )odg<4 fairly but had cootr red 
a sentence by wh^ dfl th tt ee b others o rc 
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sent to Siberia while the uncle a r ch man was 
lelt at home 

\ou will get used to it said S nnon 
Tlie Tatar was sil nt and stirctl with tear 
tamed ej es at the hre his (ace expressed \ cwilder 
went and fear as t) ou h he still did not under 
stand whj he \ as here in the darkness and the wet 
beside strangers and not in the Simbirsk pro\ance 
Canny lay near the fire chuckled at something 
and t egan humming a song in an un lert nc 

W hat ]oy has si e with h r fatl r ? he said a 
little later He loses her and 1 c rejoices m her 
thatstruc but n ale youmu t mmd>our p s and 
q swath him he is a strict old man a harsh old man 
And young venclies don t want sir iness They 
want pett ng and halala and ho-ho ho and 
scent and pom de > <s Ech 1 te hf 

sighed S mjon and I e got up 1 ca nly The 
\odka IS ail gon so i( is tunc to si p £h ’ 
\ am going my Vad 

L ft alone the Tatar put on more tw gs lay 
dow-n an 1 st ued at the fire t c began thinking of 
I IS own village and of his waf If his \ ife could 
only com for a month lor a day and then if she 
hk^ she migl t go back am Better a month 
or ven a day tl an nothing But if his \ if kept 
1 er p 0 nise and came v hat ould he have to 
feed 1 er on ? ^V here could sh I e here ? 

If th re c e not someth ng to eat 1 ow could 
she liv ? the Tatar asked aloud 

He was paid only ten kopc ks for working all 
day and dl night at the ittr t u t ue that tra\ elle s 
gave him tips foi tea and for vodka but the men 
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shared all thev cc i\ed among them^rUcs and 
gav noth to tl Tatar hut onlv laughed at 
him \nd Irom po ert) h as 1 ungT> cold and 
{rightened Sow when h s whole body 

ach ng and hi enng h ougl I to go iMo the hut 
nd 1 d wn to sleep but h h d nothing to cot er 
him there and t wa cold r tl n on the n « 
bank here he h d nothing t o\c him tbcf 
but at least he could mak up the fire 

In another week «h n the floods were Q'^te 
over and they set the f«rr^ go ng none of the 
ferrymen but Vm^on w ull W wanted and the 
Tatar would begi going from nllag to vill»f« 
Egging for alms n 1 fo wo k Hi» wife w-a» on*' 
se enteen sb was beaut (ul spoilt and hj 
conldsh po iblj gofr m tllag t till geb ggio 
alms with her f c u led > So t was terrible 
even to th nk t that 

Itwasalready g ttingl ght the barge the bushes 
f will w on the wate and the a es could b« 
cl^tly discerned a d f o look 'd r und there 
was the steep clay slope at tl botlcon f t the 
hutth tchedw th dingy brown t w andtheluts 
of the nllag lay clu tered higher up The cocks 
were already crowing ir> th Uuge 

Th rusty ed day slope th barg the n ef 
the Strang unkind peopl hunger Id illness 
perl aps all that was not eal Mo«t lik ly t wa; 
all a dream thought th T tar II { It that hi 
wa asleep nd heard tus wn snon g 0 

course he was at home ci tie Simbirsk pro mcc 
and h h d only to call his \ if hy nam f hei 
to answer and in th next oom wa his mother 
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terrible dreams there are though ! 
What are they for ? The Tatar smiled and opened 
his eyes What nver was this the Volga? 

Snow was falling 

Boat ' was shouted on the further side 
Boat 

The Tatar woke up and \ ent to wake his mates 
and row over to the oih r side The ferrymen 
came on to the river bank putting on their torn 
sheepskins as they walked sveanng wnth voices 
husl^ from sleepiness and shivering from the cold 
On waking from their sleep the river from which 
came a bre th of { lercing cold seemed to strike 
them as revolting and horrible They jumped 
mto the barge without hurry ng themselves 
The Tatar and the three ferrymen took the long 
broad bladcd oars vl ich m the darkness look^ 
like the claws of crabs Semyon leaned his stomach 
against the tiller The shout n the other sid still 
continued and two shots were fired from arevolver 
probably with the idea that the ferrymen were 
asleep or had gone to the pot house m the village 
All right you h ve plenty of time said 
Semyon m the tone f a n an convinced that there 
was no necessity in this world to hurry — that it 
would lead to nothing anyway 
The he vy clumsy barge moved away from the 
bank and floated b^ween the willow bushes and 
only the willows slowly moving back showed that 
the barge was not standing still but moving The 
ferrymen swung th oars evenly in tune Semyon 
lay with his stomach on th tiller and desaibmg 
a semicircle in the air 0ew from one side to the 
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other In th <1 rkness it Icokctl as tboOo^ ! 
men itcT silti g on «omc antciiila tan 
wjth long paws anti \ cr icov ng on vt throegn 
old desol tc 1 nd tb land of which one serne- 
t mes dicams n ni htmares 

They p ssed b i nd tl e wiUo "S and floated o 
into the open Ib jeak and regular splash o 
the oars was heard on the further hor and a 
shout came M ke h ste make haste 

Another t n mmoles p sed and the barge 
banged hca ly ag nsi lb 1 ding stage 
And It k«ps pnokling nd spnnklmg 
tered&eni>on « pihgthe now trom bi» face 
wher It 11 otn s from God only kn -s 
On th bank stood a thin m n of medium heig^ 
in a jacket bned with fox fur and m a i hite lajah* 
skin cap He as standin t a littl distance 
frem bis h rses and ot mo 1 g he had a glocBti) 
concentr ted xpress n as tho gh h wetetrjtn 
to emember something and angry with bis un 
trustw rtby memory WTienSeinjon ntnpt® 
bun and took fl his cap smiling h said 

1 am hast mng to Anastasye ka M> daHo^ 
ter wo se gain and th j say that there is a 
new doctor t \nastas^ ka 
They dragged th camag n to the barge and 
flo ted back The man h m Sunjon addressed 
as \assQy Sergej teb stood all the tun m ti nless 
tightlj compressing his th ck bps and taring ofl 
to pac wh n his CO chenan asked perm s- nW 
smok mhsprescnc b m d nsw astbooch 
b hadn t heard Semj n Ij rtg th his stomach 
n th tiller looked mock gly t him and said 
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Even in Siberia people can live — c n U ive ' 
There was a triumphant expres ion on Canny s 
face as though he had proved something and was 
delighted that things h d happened as he had fo e 
told The unhappy helplessness of the man m the 
foxskin coat evidently afforded him great pleasure 
It s muddy drising now Vassily bergevitch 
he said when the horses w tc harne sed again on 
the bank \ou should have put off going for 
mother fortiught wh n it \ ill ^ drier Or else 
not have gone at all If anv good \ ould 

come of your goin — but as you know j ourself 
people ha e b cn driving about for ye rs and 
>ear day aid night and its alw >s been no 
use That s the truth 

Vassily be gcyitch t pped him without a word 
got into his c rn g nd drove off 

There he ha galfop d ofl for a doctor said 
Semyon shrinking fr m tb cold But looking 
for a good doctor i hke 1 asii^ th w nd in the 
fields or catcl ng tht devil bv the tail pi gue take 
>our soul V\ hat a qu cr cl p Lord forgive me 
a Sinn r 

The Tatar v ent up to Canny and looking at 
him with hatred and r pulsi n shivcrin and 
mixing Tatar words vitl hi broken Russian sa d 
H IS good good but you arc bad Vou 
ar bad ' Tl g itlem m i a good soul cellent 
and you are a be st bad Th g ntleman is alive 
but you are a dead carcase God creat d man 

to be ah e and to ha e joy and grief and sorrow 
but you want nothin so you are not alive you 
are stone lay A stone wants notnmg and you 
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The long good train ! is been standing lot hour 
m the little station The engine is as silent as 
though its fire had pon out there is i ot a soul 
near the tram or m th station > ard 

A pale (f aJv ol come from one of the 
vans and glides o\er the ratU fa siding In that 
van two men are sitting on a outspread cape 
one 18 an old man with d big grey beard weviin a 
si c pskin coat and a hiph lambskm hat omev hat 
like a buvby the other a b ardless youth m a 
threadbare cloth re fer jacket and muddy hi h 
boots They are tb o i-n r of the goods The 
old man s ts hi le*^ stretched out before hun 
mus ng in sil net the youn man half rtclii cs and 
softly strums on a cheap accordion A lantern 
with a tallow candle in it s hanging on the wall 
near them 

The van s quite full If one glances in through 
the d mil ht of the lantern f the first mom nt the 
jcsrecci e an imj rcssion of something hapcless 
monstrous and unmistakably alive somethmg 
very much 1 ke gigantic crabs which move their 
daws and feelers crowd together and noiselessly 
climb up the alls to the ceding but if one looks 
m re closely horns and tl etr shadows Ion lean 
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light of the two engine lamps dazzles his ejes for 
an instant and maVes the night even bladder to 
him he go s to the station 
The platform and steps of the station are wet 
Here and there are white patch«^ of freshlj fallen 
melting now In the station itself it i light and 
as hot as a steam bath There u a smell of par 
affin Except for the \ iglung machine and a 
yellow seat on which a man wearing a guard s ur i 
form is asleep tl ere is no furmture in the place at 
all On the left are two wide-open doors Through 
one of them the telegraphic apparatus and a lamp 
with a green shade on it can be seen througl the 
other a small room half of it taken up by a dark 
cupboard In tht room th I ca i guard and 
the engine driver are sitting on the windo v siU 
They are both feeling a cap wath tl eir fingers and 
disputmg 

That s not real b aver it s imitation says the 
enginc^lriver Real Ixavcr is not like that 
Five roubles would be a high price for the whole 
cap if you care to ki ow 

You kno V a great deal about it the 

head guard s ys oflended Five oubles in 
deed! Here we vail ask the merchant Mr 
Malahin he says a fdr ssing tb old man what 
do y ou say 1 tl is imitation beav er or r al ? 

Old Malahin takes th cap into his hand and 
with the air of a connoiss ur p nches the fur blows 
on It sniffs t It and a contemptuous smile lights 
up his angry fa e 

It must be imitation I he says gleefully 
Imit tion It 1 
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A dis'vut 1 U -s n ptiard mairtains that 
th cap IS real be -v t aj**! th cn^n -d.i er a. i 
la-ahi i V to pe^ i hLn that it is ro In the 
middle of th rf-ai«*it th oJ nan ndderly 
r members the object fhBcotrtn;, 

Bea er ard cap fc» all cry cel/ fa-jt the tram s 
tandicg still gertletre h says WTso u it 
w ai scaiting tof ^ Let ns start 

Let us th guard grees W wTl mci^ 
another agarett and go on Bj tbcr roneed 
to be in a hum We Jiall be dclas tl atthe 

ueststato arsway 
Why h ulo ’ 

Ob « 11 We are too mach heht-d 
time Ksouar lal t t ttonyoucant 

b Jp hem del yed t th th« st t ons to 1 1 
the trains go th oppf>. i \ pa s Whether 
« «et ofl now 0 n tt mormn w sbant be 
numbe { urtoen We sh U h to be nuiaber 
twenty three 

\rjl h w do you mak th t r t 
W 11 the* t Is 

Malahin looks t the guard r «t and mutters 
mechamcalU as though to himself 

God be c y judge 1 ha etkoned t and ven 
jotted it down mart book we 1 e wasted 
tlurty four boors tan hug till on the J umey 
If von go on lik this cither tb cattl 11 lie. or 
they won t p y m two r ubles for ih neat when 
1 do get ther It s n t tra till but ruination- 
Tbe gnard raises hij e% b w and s hs with an 
air that seem tosas AUthat isonhippil true 
Th cngm d 1 er srts dent dreaiauy loolor at 



THE CATTLE DEALERS iig 

the cap Trom their faces one cm see that the> 
have a secret thought in common which they do 
not utter not because they want to conceal it 
but because such thoughts are much better ex 
pressed by signs than by words \tid the old man 
understan Is He feels m his pocket takes out a 
ten rouble note and wathout prehmmary words 
without any change in the tone of his soice or the 
expression of his face bat with the confidence and 
directness with which prol ably only Russians give 
and take br bes he gives the guard the note The 
latter takes it folds it in loir and without undue 
haste puts it in his pocket After that all three 
go out of the room and aking the sleeping guard 
on the wav go on to tl e platform 

What weather t grumbles the head guard 
shruggng his shoulders \ou cant see yoir 
hand before your face 
Yes It s vde weather 

Trom the windo v tl ev can see the flaxen head 
of the telegraph clerk appea beside the green lamp 
and tl e tcleprapl ic apparatus soon after another 
head bearded ind \ ea i g i rtil ap appears 
beside it — no doubt that of the stat on master 
The stat n mast r bends do vn to the table reads 
something on a blu form np dly passing bis 
ci^ar tt along the hn^ Malahingoes to his 

van 

The >oung man his companion is still half 
red n ng and hardlv audibly strumm ng on the 
acc rd n He is little roor than a boy with no 
trace of a moustache hiS tuU h tn face with its 
broad chc k bones is ch Idishly dreamy his ^es 
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h-n e a rrfbn i W «•>*] tranquil Jxk unlike 
of a Rr u oj I Tictt b t he » broaj strcp^ 
bei -j nJ Mk th oilman he dort n'4 sl.r 
DOT h n 1 posjf n ai tlocgh be ts n t equal 1° 
n % hi* big lioilj It «o*ms a* tJoogh acr 
fro «T nt he mad « raid t r 1 w d 0 c* and he 
so n i > as t fncht n Iratl him and the catti 
Pf m under i^sbgftf^ ers that dumsilj pek 
oat th stops nd ke^-s f th ac crdion cor^ * 
slf dj fow f th t klmg sound which hi nd 
into a 8 mp mon t o I ttle tunc he luteas 
to It and w d lU mo h {! a-cd with hi* 

(orre n e 

A bell nngs b t with ueb n f3fd note that 
It »ectn t tr ft m lai w ) A harried sww* 
bell *ooti ( U \n then th J and the guafd* 
«hutl A minat px es m pr f u d silcnc th 
van does tiroettiu tU but ■ague sounds 
begin to come fr m beneatl it 1 k th crunch of 
snow nder sledge-runners tb an begins to 
sh ke and the sound ease *!-il ncr cigns a aiu 
B t now comes the I nk *>I bufiers the s olert 
shock makes th n start ard it wer gi v a 
lu ch forward and all the catll t 11 ga n t one 
another 

XI \ yon be fx ed th «ame m the world to 
come grombtes th Id man selling straight 
lus cap wh h bad si pped n th ba k o! hiS 
head from l! e joU lie'll maim all im cattle 
Ik th* 

\a-h gets up w thoat a wcprd and taking o e 
of the fallen bca.15 by tb b rjj. h Ips it to g^t 
on t It legs Th joU j ]) wed by a 
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stillness again The sounds of cnincliing snow 
come from under the van again and it seems as 
though the train had moved back a little 

There % ill be another jolt in a minute saj’S, 
the old man And the convulsive quiver does 
m fact run along the tram there is a crashmg 
sound and the bullocks fall on one another again 
It s a job* says \asha listening The 
tram must be heavy It seems it won t move 
It was not heavy before but no v it has sud 
denly got hea •y ho my lad tl e guard has not 
gone shares with him I expect Go at d take him 
something o he will be jolting us till morning 
T asha takes a three roubl note from the old 
man and jumps o it of the van The dull thud of 
hi heav 7 footstep resounds outside the van and 
griduallv dies away Stillness In the next 

van a bullock tters a prolonged subdued moo 
as though It were s ngmg 
^asha rntnes back \ old damp \nnd darts 
into th van 

Shut the door \asha and \ will go to bed 
says tie old mai Why burn a andle for 
nothing ? 

Tasha mows tl c ne vydoor there is a sound ! 
a vhistle the eng ne and tl e tram set R 

It s cold mutters the old man stretchmg 
himself on the capo and laying his head on a 
bundle It is very diRcrent at home 1 It s 
V arm and clean and soft and there is room to say 
your pravers but her vc arc worse off than any 
pigs It s four days and nights since I have taken 
off my boots 
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asl t 'nnj, troTi the joUuig of the traao. 
opens the lantern and snuffs OJt the vick with his 
wetfr ers TTieh ftCaresup hisses like a frim 
p*n and goes out 

\c*i my 1 d Mai 1 n goes on as he feeU 
\asha 1 do n bestd t m and the young mans 
huge ba V 1 uddl gai t hu own it s cold 

There s a drau ht f om cry cr c If >0°^ 

moth or ^ollr sister we- to sleep here for one 
jghl th y V aid be dead b% morn n Ther it 
i my lad you o Idn I studs and go to the high 
schooUike ourbroth i so oumusttakctbccattU 
with V uT f ther It s sour own f alt you have 
nly your If t blame ^o ir brothers are 

asleep m their beds th ar nug under th 
bedclothes but y u th careless and lazs on are 
in th san box os th caitl ^ es 

The Id mao s w rds ar naod bl n th a> sc 
of th tram but ( a lo tim he goes o matter 
mg ta^ I and clearing lu t'nr at "Jb 

cold air ui the railway an grows th u.er and more 
stifling The pungent odour of fre^h dun and 
^ould nng candl makes it so repul and aend 
th t It in t tes t asha Ihr t and chest as he fall 
asleep He oughs and a eezes i^hi! the oil 
T an being ccustomed lo it br athes witl his 
wh le chest as th u h nothmg ere amiss, and 
trer ly clears hi* th oat 

To ] dg from tl •n-aj ng of th van and the 
ratll of th wheels th tram ts moving rap dlv 
and unci^nly Th ei^e breithes heavily 
snort eg out oft m with the pulsati n fth tram 
and all ther ther is a iw^ey f sounds Th 
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bullocks huddle together uneasily and i nock their 
horns against the wall 

Wlicn the old man \ akes up tl e deep blue skj 
of early morning 1 peeping in at the cracks and at 
the little window Ke {eels unbearably 

cold espeaallv in tie back aid the feet The 
train is standing still "k asha sleepy and morose 
IS bu y with the cattle 

The old man ^ akes up out of humour Frown 
ing and gloomy he clears his throat angrily and 
looks from under his brows at "V asha who sup- 
porting a bullock u th h poi erful shoulder and 
slightly lifting It IS Irtnng to di entangle its le» 

I told jou last night tli t the cord ere too 
long mutters the old man but no It s not too 
long Da Idy There s no mak ng you do any 
thing you Will ha\e everyth ng you own vaj 
Blockhead I 

He angrily moves the door open and the light 
ushes nio the v n A pas enger tram is stand 
ing exactly oppo&it th door and behind it a red 
building wul a roofed in platform- a big station 
\ ith a refreshm at bar The roof and bridge" of 
the trams the earth the sleepers all are covered 
watl a tl n coating of fli fly freshly fallen snow 
In th spa es between the airiages of the passenger 
tram the passengers can be seen mo nng to and 
fro and a red haired ted faced gendarme walking 
up and down a v ait r in a frock coal and a snow 
white shirt fr nt looking cold and sleepy and 
jrob bly verj much di satsfi d \ th li fate is 
running al ng the platfcxm cairyiHj, a glass of tea 
and t\ o rusks on a tray 
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nothing all da^ but cit *uid drink and 1 11 be bound 
\ e forgot to put down what we spent WTiat a 
memory Lord have mercy on us ! 

The old man recalls aloud the expenditure of the 
day before and wTites down in a tattered notebook 
where and bow much he had given to guards 
engme-drivcrs oilers 

Jleanwl ile the passenger tram has long ago 
gone off and an engine runs backwards and for 
wards on the emptv line apparently \ nthout anj 
definite object but simply enjoying its freedom 
The sun has risen and is playing on the snow 
I right drops are falling from th station roof and 
the tops of the vans 

Ha ing finished h s tea the old man latdy 
saunters from th van to the station Here in the 
middle of the first class w iting room he sees 
the fam bar figure of the guard standing beside the 
station master a young man \ ith a handsome 
beard in a mag ificent rough woollen overcoat 
Th young man probably n w to his position 
st nds in the same place gracefully shifting 
from one foot to the other like a good racehorse 
looks from side to side salites every on that 
passes by sm les and screws up 1 is eyes He 

IS red cheeked sturdy and good humoured his 
face IS full of eagerness and is as fresh as though 
he had j st fallen from th sky ith the feathery 
snow See n Mai bin the pua d sigl s guiltily 
and throws up his hands 

W e can t go number louitc n he says 

We are very much behind time Anoth r tram 
has gone w th that numbe 
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‘n'O on rrasi r ra fl\ Ic s tlirou h ser« 
( Tcis ! 'Tx tUTS h s be I t.e e% s npoa 

Malah ri his f c r d^t with smiles ard 
fre'h ^ show Tsqe«K>jonl.m 

^ouax Mr Malali \ou have the catbe? 
Ei?ht anloads What is to bed re row? 
a. e I t d I 1 t -r^ber I _necn c«> m the r ght 
W h t ar vr t d tmw 

The t u man discrMl taVes h li f the l-sr 
of ilalahin co t w th two p nV iji^ers aJid h ft 
L.O ftom ore foot to the th r aplxi-s aCa ly 
and corvmcmel} tb t cb lul hnunbnshavc 
gone alread arj th t su h d och aj go n* 

and th t h i> ad t «- f e Malahin eservthirg 
la his po" ef \r<i f m h* f n is eindent th t 
he ts cad> to do anvthiiu. to pi a. not enJtr 
Malahin. but ih wh le worJJ— b s c© b ppj «o 
pleased and so debahtcd Th Id run h-tens, 
and tbocgh b can moa. absol t }> th of the 
irtncate sj^tetn f nntrbcn.^ th trains be cods 
his head ppro mgly andb too put two fi^e^ 
on the «ofi wool of th roo h cor H enjoyi 
<eemg and heanog th pohteandg ual louBt, man 
To show goodwill on his c h takes out 

tea oublenot and after irotretit thought adds 
a coapl of oubl oles t l and gi es th m t 

th St lion master Th I Me takes them put 
hw finder t his cap and E*ae fuDi thru t theta 
into his pocket 

W d] gentlemen can t w airan t liV this ? 

he sal's, ki^^ed Ia a new dea that has fashed en 
him Th troop tram is I 1 a. yon w 

t is not her v> why houldn t yon go as 
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the troop tram ? And I will let the troop tram 
go as tvientj eight Fh? 

Ifjoulike agrees the guard 
Excellent I the station master sajs delighted 
In that case there is no need for >ou to wait 
here you can set oil at once 1 11 despatch }ou 
immediately Excellent 
He salutes Jlalahm and runs ofi to his room 
reading forma as he goes T 1 e old man is very 
much pleased by the conversation that has just 
taken place he smiles and looks about the room 
as though looking for something cist agreeable 
Well h \e a dnnk though he says taking 
the guard s arm 

It seems a little carl> (or drinkm 
No )ou must let n e treat you to a glass in a 
friendly way 

They both go to Hie tefres! ment bar Alter 
hav mg a drink the guard spends a Ion time select 
ing something to eat 

He IS a very stout Idcrly man v,ith a pufly 
and di c loured fac His fatnes is inpleasant 
flabby lo king ai d 1 is s flow as pcopl are who 
dr nk too much and si p nx ularly 

\nd lov em Ithaea ecand g\ s says 
Malahm It s cold now it s no sm to dr nk 
PI as t k some So I can r l> upon you Air 
Guard that there vill be no hmdr nee or un 
pleasantness for the rest of th 30 irney For y u 
knov n moving cattle e ry hour is preaous 

Thi dtdpellyf It plft ps 
1 JJ d ih I cop I b b I p 1 1 kci 

g od d * « p 1 d y good Ira — 

Ad V r 
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nechamcallj theoWnlantake8twot\^pnt\ kopeck 
Dteces out of his pocket and gix es th m to tli oUtr 
le takes them \ try calmly too and lool mg good 
la uredlj it the old n an enters into conversation 
\ou are going to s 11 yoir cattle I suppose 
It s good business 

Malal in sighs and lo< kii^ calmly at the oilei s 
jlacl face tells him that trad ng in cattl used 
:ertainly to be profitable but no it has become 
t nsl j and lo mg business 

I hav a mate here th oiler interrupts him 
Tou mtrchait genticm n mi ht make him a 
ittle present 

Malahii gi s som thinf to the mate too The 
troop tram goes quickly and the v aits at the 
stations ar compa ati ely short The old man 
IS pleased The i leasant imprc&ion made by the 
young man in th roufh o treo t ha gone letp 
the vodka I has d ink slightly Jouds his brain 
the V, ather is magtil cci t od everything seems 
to be going well H talks ithout ctasinc and 
at c ry stopp n pi e run to th r freshment 
bar Peclin the n^ed of a listen he takes ith 
him first th gu rd and then the engine dri er 
and does not s mply dr nk but makes a long bust 
ness of t w th suital 1 remarks and clink ng of 
glasses 

\ou ha your jol andwchave urs hes vs 
with an all ble smle May Cod p osper us 
and you nd not our will but Hi be done 
The V Ika gralually xcitcs him and h is 
work«l up to a great p tch o! energy He wants 
to bestir h mstif to fuss about to mat e enquiries 
9 
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to talk m -ss nth At one minute lie 

nh r-rk t a db ndles and looks for some 

Th n h tl inks of som tl mg and cannot rem^ 

It tl tak -s out I J pocket book and , 
on f bj t ounts er hts moncj He b^ 
about s ghs and gr ans clasps his hands 
L \nng ut bef him tl e letters and 
£ m tl e meat lesm n in th aty bills p* 
ofTcc d tcl*grapl c receii t forms and his no 
book h fl t al ud anl in ists on kaaia> 


A d when h is tu d of te ding over form* 
t Iking abo t p CCS h g t out t the stopP«^ 
plac's uns t th an wicret * «^ttle are o 
notl mg but pl> clasps 1 is bands and cscia*®’ 


nliorr r , .. 

Oh d or b dear h avs in compIa»«^ 
01 e IIol} Martyr Vbssy Though tbeV w 
b Uocks though th y ar beasts y t they 
to c t and dr nk as m n do It s four o^5 

and Biglt smee they bav d unk or eaten On 


dear 1 oh dear t 

Yasha f Uow h m a d does what he is told hke 


an obedient son He docs not I k the old mans 
freq nt visits to the ef eshm nt bar Thougn 
h IS (r d ( h father he cann t ref am f ® 


marking n t 

S you have begun alre dy 1 he says lookup 
sternly at th Id man Wliat are you rejo cu'S 
t ? I t your namc-d y r wh t ? 
Dntyudartachy f ther 
Fm g ng on! 

•s Wh n he has D 1 1 foil w bi f th al ng th® 
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othcf \ ans Yasha sits on the cape and strums on the 
accordion Occasionally he gets out and walks 
lazily beside the train he stands by the engine 
and turns a prolonged unmovuig stare on the 
wheels or on the workmen tossing blocks of wood 
into the tender the hot en«niie wheezes the lalhng 
block come down with the mellow hcartv thud 
of fresh wood the eng ne driver and h as 1 tant 
very phlegmatic and imperturbable persons per 
form incomprchens bio mov ments an 1 don t 
lurry thems Ives After standing for a while 
by the engine Yasha saunters lazily to the 
station here he looks at the eatables in the re 
freshment bar reads aloud ome quite uninterest 
jng notice and goes back slowly to the cattle \an 
His face expresses neither boredom nor de-ire 
apparently he does not care where he is at home 
ui the van or by the cngin 
Towards eiening the tram stopa near a big 
station The lamp ha\« only just been lighted 
along the Une against the I lue background m the 
fresh limpid air the lights are br ght and pale like 
stars they are only ted and glowing under the 
station roof where it is already dark All the 
line' are loaded op with carnage and it eems 
that if anoth r train came m there would 1 e no 
place for it Yasf a runs to the station for bod 
mg water to m ke th evemng tea Well dressed 
ladies and high scho 1 boys are walking on the 
platform If one looks into the distance from the 
platform there are far away lights twinkhng in 
the evening dusk on both sides of the station — that 
IS the town ^\’hat town ? Yasha does not care 
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lo know H se 's onl> the dim i ghts and wretched 
buddm b \o d i! station 1 ears the caboen 
shout f xl sharp cold nnd on bis face ^ 
imagi es that th t ti is probablj dtsagreeab 
ancon lortablc nd dull , . 

WhUe thev ar ha tea when it is quite 
and a lantern IS han ir^ on the wall a am as on tn 
pres us esenin th t am qu ers Irom a so 
shock and b -gins rro a b ward ^ItcrgomS 
a btlle way t t ps th > hear ndistinct shouts 
someone sets th hai cl nki near the buflci* 
and shouts R dv Th train mo cs and go<s 
fcTward Ten m n tes lat it is dra-. ed b ck 

G tting ut i the an Malah n does not reeo 
nue his t am Hu ght ans i bullocks 
tanding n th sair w w th some t U vs whieb 
were n t a part f the tiai befor Twoo three 
of these are I ded ith ubbi and th others are 
mptj The guard runmn^ t and fro on the 
platform ar tran ers They gi un illing and 
ndi-tm t answ ts t hu quest ns They h ve 
ro thou h t spar for Malahin th > arc m a 
hurry to g t th tr n to ther so a to finish as 
soon as poss bl and b b ck the warmth 
Wh t numb^ thu asks 5Ialah n 
N mber ght en 

Andwher th troop tr in? Whyh ejou 
tak m q th toop train? 

Gett g n answer th Id man goes lo th 
t t on H look first f th fanul ar fi'mr f 
the head guard and n t finding him goes to th 
St t on master Th tat o master silting at 
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a table in hvs own room turning o\er a bundle 
of forms He is busy and affects not to see the 
newcomer His appearance is impressive a 
cropped I lack head prominent ears a long 1 ooked 
no e a swarthy fact he has a forbidding and 
as it \ ere offended cTpression Malahm begins 
m'lkmg 1 IS compl mt at great 1 ngth 

What? queries the station mister How 
is this ? he leans i^ainst the back of his chair 
and goes on growing indignint What is it ? 
and why shouldn t jou go by number eigl teen ? 
Speak more clearly I d n I understand How 
IS it? Do you want me to be everywhere at 
once ? 

He showers questions on him and for no apparent 
reason grow st mcr and sterner Malahm is 
alrcadv feeling in hi pocket for his pocket book 
but m the end the stat on master aggrieved and 
mdi nant lor some inknown reason jumps up 
from, bi seat and tuns out of tl e room Malahm 
shrugs his shoulders and goes out to look for some 
one else to sjieak to 

From borrfom or from dc' re to put the fim h 
i g stroke to a busy day or simply that a window 
with the in-cription Tel "raphi cn it catches 
his e>e he goes to the wmdo and expre scs a 
le^ir to send off a t 1 gram Taking ip a pen 
he thinks for a moment and writes on a blue form 
Urgent Traffic Manager Eight vans of live 
stock Delajedatevcrystation Kindlysendan 
express nun b r Reply paid M lahin 
Having ent off the tel gram he goes back to the 
station master s room Tliere he hnds sitting on 
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a *o£ 4 CO etciJ wt{ pr-j cl a l>cnc'oI n£ ?ciol 
irff gentleman in pect de* and a cap of racoon 
fjr be IS ne nng pmiUar <j e'toat s«j nmeb 
I L< a 1 dv s edged a rh fur u tb ffo'*s and slasJ ed 
Iec^e5 Anjtl er gentt man. dried up andsi. ci*^ 
w -anng the uniform of a ail«3> nspector stan^ 
ban-, him 

Justthmk fit MVS I he ui. pert or ddressjnr. 
th gentijnan n tl qaew ovc o t I'll tell 
JOT an nc dent th t r alls » At Th Z railwaj 
1 nth co> Wt pos.1l » V siol threv hundred 
im k ( m th \ I It fart sir I Jirear 

t TS\ Tlthmot pu ted them put 
the I 1 ttm n Ih tn d th t all about it 
T^c N 1 2 -nd t SI rvnhfs’ thfv hunt 
and hunt \nd ih n— <.an v u tm ci it ’ — 
th C mpans h ni om ap'n b V. -d wn 
camjg ofthZIn Th prtt their 
depot nd all I nee bl 'sS m v sr> th u own 
mark on th wheel Wb t J u v t th t 


Eb ? If 1 d 1 the> w Id >rnd m to S bena 
but th ailw > cotnpan es simpl> nap their 
fiagem t t 

It is pleasant r Mai h n t t Ik t ed ated 
cultured peopl He tr Ves his br-rd nd )0 ns 
n tbe con rs ticm w ib d mitj 

Tak this cas gent) m n f nsianc b 
s^r* I am tran-portuig cattl t \ Et ht 
^loadb tery go^ Sow I t us say 

thcycharg meforeah anf J as wc ht ften 
us eihtbnllocLsd ntwx ht nt ns butmoeb 
n * * k any not ce f th t 
n t Rstant 1a_h walks into the roota 
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looking for his father He listens and is about 
to sit down on a chair but probablj thinking of his 
weight goes and sits on the window sill 

They don t take any notice of that Jlalahin 
goes on and charge me and my son tl e thir 1 
class fare too forty two roubles for going in 
the van wth the buUocks This is my son \ akov 
I ha\ e two more at home b it they have gon m for 
study Well and apart from that it is my opinion 
that the railways have turned the cattle trade 
In old days v,h n they drove them m herds it % as 
better 

The old mans talk is hnjthy and drawn out 
After everj sentence he looks at \ asha as thou h 
he would say bee how I an talkir g to clever 
people 

Upon my vord the inspector interrupts him 

No one is indignant no one criticizes And 
why? It IS very simple An abomination str kes 
the eye and arouses indij nation only when it is 
exceptional when the establi hed order is broken 
by it Here where saving \our presence it con 
stitutes the long establ shed pro'^amme and forms 
and enters into the basis of the order itself \ here 
every sleeper on the bne bear* the trace of it and 
stinks of it ne too ea il> grows accustom d to it 1 
■kes sr 

The second bell n gs tl e gentleman in the queer 
ovcrco t g ts uj The in pcctor t kes him by the 
arm and still taking w ih heat g es oH with him 
to the platform After tl e third b 11 th station 
master runs mto b s room nd sits down at his 
table 
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Malahin lays out b fore him forms postal and 
telegraph receipts accounts He does not 

know himself defimtelv nvbat he wants of the gen 
darme he wants to describe in the proto ol not 
any separate episode but his whole joumej vith 
all his losses and conversations \nth station 
masters — to describe it loigthilj and vindictively 
At the station of Z hesa>s \ itethatth 
station master unlinked m> vans fr m the troop 
tram because he did not like n v countenance 
\nd he wants the gendarme to be sure to mention 
his countenance The 1 tier listens wcanly and 
goes on wntuig without hearing him to the end 
He ends his protocol thus 

The above deposition 1 non commissioned 
offee Tchcred have vntten down in this protocol 
with a view to present it to tl head o! the Z 
section and have handed a copy thereof to Gavril 
Malahin 

The old man takes thee pv a ids it to the papers 
ith \ hich his side pock t i stuffed and much 
pleased goes back to his an 

In the morning Mai hm wake^ u{ again in a bad 
humour but his wrath vents itself not on asl a 
but the cattle 

The cattle are d nc for I hegrumblcs They 
arc Ion for They are at the last gasp God be 
mv judge they will all die Tfoo 
The buUo ks v ho have had notl ing to drink for 
many daj’s tortured by thirst are I ck ng the hoar 
frost on tl wall and hen Malahm goes up to 
them they beg n 1 eking h s colt fur jacket Tom 
tbeirdear tearful eyes it can b seen that tl ey are 
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exhausted bj thirst and ll « joitin^ of tbff train 
that thc> ar hungry and i aset ble 

It s a nice jobtaLmgjoabj rail \cm Tctchcd 
brutes mutters llatahin I w.W >»isb j^ou 
»etc dead to g 1 it o er It mai.es me &jck to 
looi at you 

At mbjda 5 tl e tram t psatabigst Uon where 
according to it r ilat ns ihcr was druikmg 
water pro\ ded f r cattl 

Uaterisgi en l th atil b ! IJ ebuUociswill 
not dnnl. it tl « ter »s too <>1 1 


T«o tnrdisnlnhtj s ndt last tn 
the dist rc i tb n k f th t> omes nto 
6 ght The ) > s Th tr in comes to 

a standst Ubefr h_iht car goods 
station Th bullocks I ir n tl "an 
stagger nd torobl as th gh th > u i w Iking 
on slippery 

Hating got (hr ugh tb unfoadmg and term 
aiy inspect on M tah n ard \ f t k p their 
quarters a d rt> t p t tcl th ut kirts 
of th tcMTi. in th vjo r ui wi h th cattle- 
market u held Ih IT lodptncs at rithy and their 
food is d «gu ling onl V wh t ihe\ e\er ha e at 
bojiic th > leep to tl eband) i am I a wretched 
steam hardy gurdy which pi ts i y and mght 
in the cstaurant under th u (a 1 g 

Th old man spends h s t m Ir m morning till 
night going bout looking for pu chaser and^asha 
sits for days ui the h tel room r goes out into the 
St ect to look at th town H sees the filthy 
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square heajed up with dunf th signboards of 
restaurants the lurreted uaUs of a monastery in 
the fog Sometimes he runs across the street 
and looks into the gtoc r s shop admires the jars 
of cakes of different colours yawns and lazily 
saunters back to his room The aty does not 
interest him 

Atlastthebullocksarcsoldto adealer Milihin 
hires droiers The rattle are divided into herds 
ten in each and driven to tt e otl r end of the 
town The bullocks exhaii t d go uitb drioping 
heads through the noi y streets and look mdiffer 
cntly at uhat they see for the fir t and last time 
in their lives T1 e tattered drovers % alk after 
them their heads drooping too They ate bored 
Nou and then some dro\tr starts out of 
his brooding remembers that tl ere are cattle in 
front of him entrusted to h s cl arge and to 
show that he is doing h s duty biin s a stick 
do TV full sw ng on a bull ck b ck The bullock 
staggers wth the pain runs for\ ard a dozen 
paces and looks ^it him as though he uere 
ash med at btng beaten b fore people 

After selling th bullocks an i buying for his 
family presents such as they could p rfcetly well 
hav bougl t at ! ome Malahin and "V sha get 
readv for their journey back Three hours before 
the tra n goes the old man who has already had a 
drop too much with the purchaser and so 1 fussy 
goes down with Yasha to the restaurant and s ts 
down to drink t a L ke all provinaals he cannot 
eat and drink alone he must have company as 
fussy and as fond of sedate conversat on as himself 
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pieces in all directions and says m a sing son 
voice 

Good bye good health to you God grant 
that all may be well v.ith you I leas God if w 
^re alive and well ve shall co ne again in Lent 
Goodbye Thank you God bless you! 

Getting into the sled e the old man spends a 
long time crossing himself m the direction m which 
the monastery walls mike a patch of darkness in the 
fog Vasha sits biride him on the very edge of 
the seat with lus legs hangin over the side His 
face as before shows no sign of emotion and ex 
presses neither bored m nor desire He is not 
glad that he is gotn home nor sorry that he has 
not had time to see the sight of the city 
Drive on 

The cabman whips up the horse and turning 
round begins svearing at tie heavy nd cumber 
some luggage 
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The turwr Gngory Petrov Nvho 1 ad been V. o\ -n 
for ycirs past as a splendid craft man and at the 
same time as the most sens less peasant u the 
Galtchinskoy d strict \ as taking his old woman 
to tl e hosj ital He had to drive over twenty miles 
and It was aji awful road A government post 
driver could hardly have coped nth it much 
leas an incomp tent slu ^ard like Gtigory A 
cutting cold wind was bio vin straight m h s face 
Clouds of sno vflakes were whirling round and 
round in all directions so that one could not tdl 
s hether the sno v was faUuic' fro n the sty or nsmg 
from tl e earth The fields the te}e‘Taph posts 
and the forest could not I e seen for the fog of 
snow And \ I en a particularly violent gust of 
wind swooped do\ n on Gngory even the yoke 
above the horse s head could not be seen TTie 
wretch d fett I little nag crai led slowly along 
It took aU Its strength to drag its legs out of the 
snov and to tug nth its head The turner was 
m a hurry He kept restlessly hopping up and 
down on the front scat and lashing the horses 
back 

Dont erv Matryona he muttered 

Have a tittle patien e Please God we sliall 

43 
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reach th I osp tal and in a. trie* it mil be the right 
Uun fo \ou P el I -anitch ill gi €3011 

«om ItU tlr or tell th m to bleed 50U or 
ma\be i 1 iiour 11 l>e pi a ed to nib 30U mth 
some sort fsprt — it 11 draw t ut f50tir 
d Pa el 1 Hitch nU d hts be^t lit mil 
sh ut and stamp bo t bulh will do his best 
II IS a n c g t man adabi God gis'e him 
health As soon » qet there he mil dart oat 
ol his room and will t^n calling me n mes 
H ? h V. H cr> \fhy did > a 

n t com t the ght 1 > I am not a do" to be 

h ngtr abo tw tno \ ud'tlalld3 Wh) 
d d 3 u r t com th morning ^ Go way 
G t ut f m *»t C m a airi to-morrow 

And I Hall sa }( Doct P I 1 -aiutdt 

\our hnur tod pl«Tjtk 30U you 
d 1 Get n 

The turner lashed his n and wlh ut looking 
at the old w man n nt n mutter ng t himself 
\ou hon uf It tru as t> fore God 
he es the Cross It 3 o f set ff almost b for 
it w bght K ould I be her n time if th 
Lord the 31 ther of God is t th and 

has sent such a sn nn * K ndh look fo 
Noarself Ena first te hone could not 

do t while mine — 30U can see for 3 ours if — ts n t 
a horse but a di -t And P el I rutch wilt 
frown and hout know 30U 3ou a]wa3 

find some excuse Espeoalli 3 u G shk I 
know 30U fid IHb^bondvah est pped 
at half a doz n t ems And I shall y 3 ur 
h aoia- f am f a cr miaal o a heath n f Hy Id 
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woman is gmn" up h« soul to God she is dyin 
and am I going to run from tavern to tavern 
^Vhat an idea upon my word 1 Plague take them 
the taverns 1 Then Pavel Ivamtch will order 
you to be taken into the hospital and I shall fall 
at his feet Pavrel Ivamtch \ our honour 

we thank you most humbly T rgive us fool 
and anathemas don t b hard on us peasants ! 
We deserve a good kicking whl vou graaouslv 
put yourself out and mess jour ft t m the sno v 
And Pavel Iv anitch will give me look as though 
he would like to hit me andvillsay \oidmuch 
better not be s\ illing vodka jou fool but tal mg 
jity on your old voman mst I f falling at my 
feet You want a thrashing \ou ve right 
there— a thrashing Pavell amtcl tnkemeGod 
But how can \ e h Ip bowm do vn it \our feet 
if you are our benefactor and a real fatl t to us ? 
\our honour I give you my word her s 
fae/cre (tcd joo may sptt in tny face if I 
dece ve you as oon s my Matryona thi same 
here is ell gain and restored to 1 er natural 
condition 1 11 m ke anyth ng for your honour 
that you would like to order I A ag rette>c-vse 
f yoi like of tie best brehvood balls for 
croquet skittles of the most foreign pattern I can 
turn I w U make anything for you * I 

V on t tike a farthing from you In Moscow they 
would ch rge you four r ubles for such a ciparett 
cas but I won t take afarthmg The doctor vill 
laugh and sy Oh allnght U right Isetl 
But it a p ty y u arc 1 dr nkard I know 

how to mana e the gentry old g 1 There isn t 
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a gcntJanan I coaldn t talk to O God gr nt 
we don t g t ofi tt e road 01 bow it is blowirg J 
On s e> cs are full t now 

\ ^ th turner w«it on muttering endle' H 
He pr ttlcd on mechanically to get a little reb f 
f m h s <1 p e^ng feel a II bad plenty of 
words on ^ t ^ but the thou hts and 
quest ons m bis brain vr re «v n more numerous 
SjrroT had come upon the turner unawares, 
onlooked lor and un xpected and now be could 
not gel 0 cT It c uld not reco er hun^ He 
had I ed hitherto in unr fiJed aim as thou h 
m drunken halfomsciou ness knowing neither 
gn 1 sor ] ) ard n w b wa» SLdd nly ware of 
a dreadful pain n h s heart Tb care.e^ idler 
and drunkard found him^ejf quit addenly in th 
position fa busy man a h-dd m by anoeUes 
andba.t and e en tru «.hng ih nature 
Th turner rem mbered ih t tus uoubl bad 
begun th e e jng befor UTv n h had com 
hozceyesterd yet rung a little drunk as usual and 
frorolong-est bbshedb blhadbe*»un wtaiinsand 
hakin h hsts his Id woman h d looked at her 
rowdy poa^easshebadneierlookeda hunbefbr 
Usually th express o in her ged eves was th t of 
amaityr meeklikethatofadogfreqc ntly beaten 
and badly fed tins tine she had looked at him 
sternly and urnno 'ably as saints u the h ly p 
tores or dying peopl look From that sttan c •3 
looktnhereyeslbetToobl hadbemn Tbefumer 
stupefied with ama^ment berro cd a horse fr m 
a BO hbour and oow was tAujw his old woman 
to th hosp tal in tb h pe th t by means of 
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powders ind ointments Patel Ivamtch would bnnt> 
ba k hi3 old womans habitual expression 

I saj Matrjona tl e turner muttered 

i{ Pdvel Ivanitch a ks you wl ether I b at >ou 
sav Never and I nev r will beat ^ou again 
I twear it And did I e\« beat you out o{ spite ? 
I }ust leat you \ itl out tbrnkin^, 1 am sorry for 
you Some men wouldnt trouble bit here I am 
taking you I am doing my be t And th 

way it snoivs tb \ay it snoi-s Thy W!I be 
done 0 Lord God grant \ don t get oft the 
road Does >our side ache Slatryona that 

y ou don t speak ? I ask you docs your s de ache ? 

It struck him as strange that the snow on his 
old \ Oman s face \ as not melting it \ as queer 
that the face itself looked soro ho drawn and 
had turned a pakgrey d n v laxen hue and had 
grown gra\e an [ olemn 

You are a fool muttered the turner 
1 tell YOU on r y const ence I efo e Goo 
and you go and Well you are a fool I 
base a good mml not tj take you to Pa\ei 
Iianitcl 

fh turner let the reins go and 1 gan thanking 
He CO lid not bring h mselt to look round at his 
old \ Oman he % as frightened He \ as afraid 
too of sking her a question and not getting an 
answer At 1 st to make an nd of uncertainty 
vnfout looking round he fit his old lomans 
cold hand The lifted hand fell like a ! g 
She is dead then Wl at a husin s l 
And the turner cried He vas n t so much sorry 
as annoyed He thought hoi quickly everytlung 
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pavw^mth ViorW llistrouble) adl ardlybegun 
v.licn t!i hnal cat u p c I ad i appcrijd He bad 
not had i me to I c viU t 5oll>\oman to slow 
her be v ssotti tor h t bet re she died He had 
I ved wiih her tor forty jears but t! osctorlj > ears 
had pas5>ed by as it cte n a fog WTiat with 
ihtinV. nn«s quarr M ard p<verty thcf had 
been ro feeling of We And as though losp tehim 
hjs Jd woman died at the «> l ire when he felt 
he was sorry lor he thath could noth e nthout 
hCT and that he had bdia cd drealfuUy badlv to 
her 

ttTiy she used to go the round of th llage 
h rerrembered I s nt h r out mj-sclf to beg 
for bread \Vh t a business She ought to have 
i ed another t n j ears the sdly tl i g as it tl 1 11 
be bound she thinks 1 reaUv s th t sort of nan 
Holy Holher 1 but wh r th de 1 am 1 
driving? There s no need trad t r now but 
a bur al Tom back t 

Gngory turned I acfc an I lashed the h tsc ath 
ail his nubht The road grew worse nd worse 
e er> hour No he could n t sc the >ok at all 
bov and then tl e si -dg anuit a> ng hr tree 
a dark b)ect sa tched the tume h nd and 
fia-hed before h s ^es ndth ti Id fvsionwas 
white and wt uling again 

To I e over again th nght the turner 
He rem mbered that forty years ag Afatryon 
had been young handsome in y that 'etad 
com of a well to-do famUy Th y had an ed 
her to him because they had be n it ted by 1 s 
handiCTifi AU th essent at f r a 1 appy hi 
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had been there butthetroublewasthat ju^tashe 
had got drank after the^^eddlnI, and lay sptatvim 
on the sto% e so he had gone on without waking up 
till now His weddin^ he remembered but of 
what happ ned after the weddmg — for the life of 
lum he could remember nothing except perhaps 
that he had drunk lam on the stove an 1 quarrelled 
Forty years had been vasted like that 
The white clouds of snow were be iniung httle 
by httle to turn grey It was getting dusk 

Wh je am I going ? the turner suddenly 
bethou ht him with a start I ought to be think 

mg of the burial and 1 am on the way to the hos 
pital It IS as tho igh 1 1 ad gone crazy 

Gngory turned round ag un and again lashed h» 
lorse Thelittlena strained us utmo t and with 
a snort fell into a httle trot The turn r lashed it 
on tl e back tune after time A knocking was 
audible behind him and though he d d not look 
round he knew it vas the dead woman s head 
knock against the sled e And th sno v kept 
turning darker and darker the vind gre\ colder 
and more cutting 

To 1 ve over again thought tt e turner 
I should get a new lathe take orders gi\ e 
tl e money to my cld voman 
And thji he dropped the reins He looked for 
them tr ed to pick them uj but could not — his 
hands would not work 

It does not mattn he thought the horse 
win go of it elf it knovs the vaj I mi ht 1 ave a 
little sleep no Before th funeral or the 

tequi mit\ oilibeaswelltogetahttlerest 
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The tamer closed his eyes and dozed A httle 
later h beard the horse slop he opened his eyes 
and saw before him samethi*! dark hke a hut or 
a haystack 

H would ha e got out of the ledge and found 
out what It was but h felt o ercome by such 
nertja that t seensed better to freeze than more 
and h sant. ml a peaceful steep 
H wk apinabg oom w th pointed wall 
Bright sonh ht was streamin in at th windows 
Th turner saw peopl f an hun and his first 
feeling was a des r to how birr If respectabl 
laan who knew bow things h uld b d ne 

A requiem brothers f my old w man he 
said Th pnest sb aid be told 

OhaJlnttallnhtl dvru a oice cut 
him hort 

Pa el Iranitdi th turner cned la suritf se 
seeing th doctor befor him \ ur h nou 
benefactor 

He wanted t leap up nd fall n his knees 
before th doctor but felt th t his anus and tegs 
would n t bey him 

^our honour wher are ms wber ar 
ray anns ’ 

^ y good by to y ur aiir and le^ 

They -e been Lozen off Coen me 

^^'hat are you ciyii^ lr>^n bed ur 

hfe and thank God for t I suppose u ha e 
had sixty years of t — that enou h for you 

1 am fnesmg Gt aouslj forgi me 

If I could hav another fi o xye>js 
\Wi3t f 5 
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The horse i^n t inme I must give it bick 
1 must bury niy olii woman How quicklv 

It IS all er ded in this world I \ our honour I a\ el 
Ivamtch ' \ agarettc-case of birchwood of the 
best ! 1 11 turn you croquet balls 
T1 e doctor went out of the ward with a wav e of 
his hand It was all over with the turner 
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The deput\ examining ir agi trate and the district 
doctor ivcre goinj, to an inquest m th village of 
SjTJija On the road the} icre oi rtak ty a 
snoNvstom they spent a 1 r g lime going round and 
round and arrivM not at midda} as the} laj 
intended but in tic evening when it vas Jark 
They put up lot the nigVt at tJ e Zemstvo hut 
It 0 happened that it v as m this hut that the dead 
body was Ijng — the corpse of »1 e Zemstvo tnsir 
ance agent L nitsk} who t ad arrivedin Syni\i 
three davsb fore and ordering the samo arm the 
hut haJ shot hims If to tie gr at urjnse of 
everyone and the fa t that he I id ended his life 
so stran^ei} after unpackin his eatables and 
laying th m out on the table ai d \ ith the samovar 
before 1 im led many p opV to suspect that it 
was a case ol murder an inquest was necessary 
In tl e outer room tb doctor and tl e examimng 
ma^ strate shook the snow off themsel e and 
knocked t off their bool And m anwhil the 
old village constable Ilya t/j'hadm stood by 
holding a little tin lamp There was a strong 
smell of paraffin 

Who are you ? ask d the d ctor 
Conshtable an»wcred tl e const ble 
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self he shoots himself in a viilafe m a Zemstvo 
hut so us to give the tnaxunum of ttouhle to every 
body These gentlemen m every circumstance of 
hie think of no on« but themselves ' Thit s ivhy 
the elderly so di like our nervous age 

The eldetlv dishke so many things said the 
examining magistrate yavning \ou should 
point out to the elder gen ratio i what the diUer 
cnc IS between the suicides of the past and tl e 
suicides of to dav In th old days the so called 
gentleman I ot hm self becau e he bad made 
away with Go eminent mor y but nowadays it is 
because he is sick of life d pressed Whidi 

js bettbr ? 

Sick of life depressed but \ou must admit 
that be might ha e shot I >m$ If s meivhere else 
Such tro blc sad the crrstable sudi 
trouble It s a real afbi tioi The p ople are 
jry much upset your h nour they haven t slept 
these three nights The cbi) Ir n are crying The 
cows ougjt to be miked but th wonen wont 
go to the stall — they arc afraid for f ar the 
gentleman should app ar to tl em in th darkness 
Of course tl ey «ire silly \ om n but son e of the 
men are frightened too soon as it is dark they 
won t go by the hut on by one but only m a flock 
together And the witn«^ -s too 
Dr Startchenko anuddle^edmanin spectacles 
w tl a dark beard and the xainining mag trate 
lyztun afairman stiUyoui^ who had only taken 
his degree two years before and looked more like 
a student tl an ar ofhml sal m silence mu ing 
Th y were vexed that th^ were late Now they 
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l ad to \ i till meaning and to stay here for tfce 
mgbf th ug) It w s not yet SIX o dock and 
Ii dbcf r ih"m a tongevemno adarkiught bore- 
dom un ml rtaW bids beetles and cold in th 
niorm d list mng to the blizzard that bowled 
in li cl ncy and tn the loft they both thought 
ho unlike ail thi was the life wl ich they would 
ha c) osen for theirsel es and of which they had 
ncc dreamed and h w far away thej both were 
fr m the r contemporaries who were at that 
moment walkin about th lighted streets in town 
without R tian the ather or were getting 
ready frth th atr or tting in their studies o 
a book Oh how much they would ha\ given 
no only t stroll al ng the \e -sky Prospect or 
along Petro ka in Mcecowr to li ten to d cent sing 
tng to sit { r an hour or so in a rest uiant 

Oo-oo-oos3o sang the slcem in the loft and 
son? thing outs de slammed c ou ly probably 

\ ou can do as you please but I ha e no desir 
t stay here. $a d Startdienk g ttuig up It ^ 
not sue jet ts too early to go to bed I am 
off Von T umtz t es not fax from here onl) a 
couple ol miles from Syrnya I sh U go to see him 
and spend th evenra tb r Constable ran and 
tcU my CO chman n t to take the horses out 
And what ai you gong to do I he asked Lyzhin 

1 d n t kn w 1 expect I ball go to 1 cp 
Th docto wrapped hints If m his fur coat and 
«• nt out L^zhm could hear him talkin'' t th 
achman and th b Us banning to qu cr on th 
fro n h scs He dr off 
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It Js not mce for yoa sir to spend the night 
in here said the constable come into the other 
room It s dirty but for one n ght it w on t 
matter I U get i samovar from a peasant and 
heat it directly 1 11 heap up sotn ha> tor >oq 
and then you go to sleep and God bless j ou >our 
honour 

A httlelater the examining magistr te vas sitting 
m tl e V-itchen drmking tea i hil Loshad i the 
constable uas standm** at the door talhm He 
uas an old man about sixty hort and ervtlin 
bent and white with a na vc smvl on hi face and 
watery eyes and he kept smacking sUh his iips 
as though he lere uckin a sweetmeat He \ as 
wearing a si ort si eepskin coat and h gh felt boots 
and held h s st ck n his hands all the tin e The 
>outli of the etam lung magistrat aroused his 
compassion and that w<»s probabl> i by h ad 
dressed him famti atlv 

Tl e elder gave ord rs that lie \ as to be in 
formed wh n th pol supetinten lent or th 
examining magistrate ame he said so I 
suppose I mu I go i o Us nearly three 

miles to the olo t and th sionn the snowdr fts 
arc son ethirit, tc nble — niayb one v on t get there 
before midnight Ougb how th wand roar 

I don t need the eld r saidLjihin There 
is nothing for him to do here 
He lock’d at the old man w th cur os ty and 
asked 

Tell m grandfatl r how many vears have 
you heen con table ? 

How many ? kVhj thrt}5ears Ti-eycars 
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THE TALES OF TCHEHOV 
after the F eedom I began gotng as constat Je that s 
how I reck n it An<J fr m that t me I have been 
going eier\ day nee Other people ha% e holidays 
but I am always gou^ When it s Easter and the 
church bells are ni^r^ and Christ has nsen I still 
go bout with my bag — to the treasury to the post 
to th poh e supennt ndents lodgings to the 
rural captain t the tax nspeclor to the momapal 
ffi t th gentry tothepeasants to all orthodox 
Chmt ans I carry parcek n t ces tax papers 
letters forms fdffer nt sort ctr ulars and to be 
sur kmd gentt maa ther ar all sorts of forms 
nowadays so as to note d wti the numbers — 
y 11 w white and red — and every gentleman or 
pnest or well to-d peasant must wnte down a 
dozen tunes n the year h w much he has sown and 
harvested how many quarters or poods h has of 
rye how many of oat how many of hay and what 
the weather sbk you kn w and insect too of all 
sorts To be ure you an wt te what y u like 
It s only a egulation but on mu t go and gi out 
the not es and then go again and oUect them 
Her for instance ther no need to cut open the 
gentleman you know yourself t s a illy thmg 
t s only dirtying y ur b nds and here you h e 
been put to trouble your hon ui j u ha e come 
because it the r gulat cm you can t help it 
For thirty years I h been go g und according 
to regulation In the sumnifT it is all nght t is 
warm and dry but n tnnl and utumn its 
uncomfort ble At t mes I ha been almost 
drowned and almost fro «i all sort of things h ve 
happened — wicked peopl srt on me m th forest 
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and took avsay my bag I have been beaten and I 
ha\c been before a court of law 

What v.ere you accused of ? 

Of fraud 

How do you mean ? 

\\hy you see Hrisaof rngoryev the clerk 
sold tlu contractor ome I onds belonging to some 
one else — cheated him in fact I was mixed up m 
It They sent me to the tavern for vodka \eH 
the clerk did not share with me — did not even offer 
me a gla«s but as through my poverty I was — m 
appearance I mean — not a man to be r lied upon 
not a man oi any worth we were both brought to 
trial hewassenttoprisoi but praiveCod Iwas 
acquitted on all points They read a notice you 
know in the court And th y were all m uniforms 
— in the court I mean I can t 11 jou your 
honour my duties for anyone not used to th m 
are terrible absolutely kill ng b it to me it is 
nothing In fact my feet ache when I am not 
walking And at home it is worse for me At 
home one has to heat the stove for the clerk m 
the volost o&ce to fetch water for him to clean 
his boots 

And ihat \ ages do you get ? Lyahm asked 

Lightv four roubles a year 

1 11 bet you get other Uttle urns comm® in 
\ u do don t you ? 

Other 1 ttle sums ? No indeed I Gentlemen 
nowaday" dont often give tips Gentlemen 
nowadays are sti ct th y take offence at any 
thing It you brim, them a notice th y are 
offend*^ if you take ^ your cap before th m they 
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ai oS nded Yoa ha\e come to the wrong 
entranc ih j say Aou are a drunkard they 
a> ^ ou sm U of onion you are a blockhead 
5 ou ar the son of a b tch Th re are kind hearted 
nes Ic urse but what does one g t from them ’ 
Ihey only lau^h and caQ on all sorts of names 
Mr Altnhm fo matance he la a good natuied 
gentleman and li yon look at him h seems ^ober 
and n his right nurd but so soon as he sees me he 
bouts and does not know wh 1 he means himself 
H ga e me such a nam You said he 
The con t bl uttered som wcrrd but in such a I w 
0 ce that t nas unposs ble to mak out That h 
said 

NSTiat > L>zbm sked ^aj it aio 
Admuintraaon th constable repeated 
aloud K has been calling me th t for long 
whj frtb last i. year Dull \dn} mstra 

U a But f don t mind I t h m God bles» him 
ScmeCunes a lidjr ntU s nd n a glass f odka 
and 3 btt f pi and one dnnks to her h alth But 
peasants gi e mor peasant ar m kind 
hearted theyhav thef ar of Ood n th ir hearts 
one w II giv a b I of bre d n th**r drop of 
cabbag soxip an thei will stand n glass The 
wU e Iders treat on to tea n ih la em Here 
the w tnesses ba e gon t then tea Loshadui 
they said yoo 1 y her and keep watch fca" s 
and they ga m a kc^ieck each \ ou see they 
are fnghtened not bong used to i nd yesterday 
they gave m ftflecn kc^ks od offered m a 

gl-iss 

And you aien t you fright n»d > 
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I am sir but o{ coarse it is my duty there is 
110 g ttmg away irom it la the summer i was 
tahing a convict to the tovn and he set upon me 
and gave me such 1 drubbtn J And all around 
were fields forest — how could I get away from 
him ? It s just the same here I rem mber the 
gentleman Mr L nitsky vh n he was so hioh 
md I knew his father and motl cr I am from the 
Milage of Nedoshtchotova and they the Le®mtskv 
family were not more than three quarters of a mile 
from US and 1 ss than that their grout d next to 
ours and Mr Lesnitsky had a sist r a God f aring 
and tender hearted lady Lord keep the soul of 
Thy servant Yulya eternal me nory to her She 
was never mam d and when sh vas dying she 
divided all her property sh lelt three hundred 
acres to the monastery and six hundred to the 
commune of peasants of Nodoshtchotovi to com 
memorate h r soul but her brother hid the will 
thev do say burnt it n the stove an i took <dl this 
land for himseff Me thought to be sure it was 
for his beneft but- nay wait a bit you wont 
get on ir the w rid throu h injustice brother 
Tlie gentleman did not go to confession for t venty 
years fter He k pt \\ ay from the church to be 
sur and died imji^tei t He burst He was a 
very fat man soh burst lengtl w ays Th n every 
th ng Was taken from the young mas er from 
Seryozha to pay the del ts — everything there vas 
W 11 1 B had not g< ne very far in his studies he 
couldn t do anythin nd the pres dent of the 
KuralBoard hi uncle — lUtalcehim — Seryozha 
I mean — thinks he for an agent let him c llect 
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the insurance tl at s not a di&cult job and the 
gentleman was j oun and proud he wanted to be 
limgonabig r scale and mbetter style and with 
mote treed m To be sur it was a come-down 
for him to b jolting ab ut th district in awretched 
cart and talking to the peasants hcwouldwalkand 
keep looking on th ground looking on tbe ground 
and saying nothin if yon called his name n ht 
in h s ear Serg y Sergeyitch h would look round 
like this Eh ? and look down on the ground 
ai'am and now \ou se he has laid hands on him 
self There s no nse m it your honour it s not 
nght and there 3 no malon out wl t s th 
meaning < { u meraful Inrd < y y ur father was 
r ch and you ar poor t m Ttil^mg ther no 
loubt about t but there > must make up your 
mmd to it I used to h m giod styl too 
I bad two horse* yourhooour thre^ s 1 sedto 
ice^ twenty h ad of sh -ep but th urn has come 
and I am 1 ft with notlun but a let hed bag 
and Neayhat km ebutOossrwn ■sA-psopesty 
And now m our Ned shtch to a, if th truth is to 
be told my house is tl worst 1 th 1 t Makey 
bad four footmen and n il k \ s a tootman 
himself P Irak b d f ur 1 hour r and now 
Petrak is a labourer b mself 

H w was it you becam poor’ asked the 
taroimno magv trat 

lly sons dnnk tembly f could not tell j ou 
how th y dnnk y o uouldn t b h t 
Lyihin bstened nd tho gtt h w h Lyahin 
w uld go back sooner or later t ytoscow whil this 
old man would stay her lo e er and would always 
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be walking and walking And how many times 
in his life he would come across sich bMtered 
unkempt old men not men ot any \^orth 
in whose souls filteen kopecks glasses of vodka 
and a profound belief tl at you can t get on in 
this hie by dishonesty were equally finnly 
tooted 

Then he grew tired of lislenmg and told the old 
man to bring him some hay for his 1 ed There 
was an iron bedstead w th a piUov and a quilt in 
the traveller s room and it could be fetched m 
but the dead man had been lying by it for nearly 
three daj*s (and perhaps sitting on it just before his 
death) and >t would be disagreeable to sleep upon 
it now 

It s onlv half past seven thought Lj shm 
glancing at his atOh Hoi a (ul it is • 

He as not sleepy but having nothing to do 
to pass away the time he lay down anl covered 
himself with a rug Lost adin went in and out 
several times cl aring av ay the tea things 
smacking his lips nd sighing he kept tramp 
mg round the table at last he took his httle 
lamp and i ent out and looking at his long 
greyheaded bent figure from behind Ljihin 
thought 

Just like a magician in an opera 
It as dark The moon must have been behind 
th cloud as the vindo i-s and the sno v on the 
window frames could be een distin tly 

Oo*oo 00 00 sai^ the storm 0000-0000 
Ho-ho ]y sa auitsi 1 ailed a woman in the 
loft or it sounded like it llo-ho-ly sa amts 1 
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B-booi Sf m thing oat ttle banged nst 
the wall Trah 

Th X. inimng m gxstratelutcned there was no 
woiran ptha l was the wind I ov hng It was 
rail or oil and he pat tis fui coit o cr 1 is mg 
\s I g t warm h thougf t how reiP te all this — 
ih term anlthehut ard the oil man and the 
d ad bod> Ijarg m tl next room — how remote 
t all was fr m ih H he desired for hitnsdf and 
how ali^ It all was to him how pelt) bow omn 
teresting II this man had kiUed himself in 
Mescow or «oir wher m tb neighbourhood and 
b had had to b Id an nquest on turn there it 
would ha been teresl ng important and per 
haps h night e n h v been afraid t sleep m the 
newt room to the orpse Her nearly ihoo 
aand miles from K nco« all this was seen *oniehow 
u) a different bght t was not life tbf> were not 
hwnaA beings but someth $ n)y xisting accord 
uig to tbe regul u n as Loahadin said t would 
]eav not ih faintest trace n tb meirory and 
would be forgotten as soon as he Lvzhin drove 
away from Sjmj-a The f thcrl nd th real 
Ra»i3. was 'loscow P tersborg but here b was 
in th provinces th col nies When n dreamed 

/ plapiie, a leading part of bee m og a popular 
figure of being for instance exam run magis- 
trat in particularly roport nt cases or prosecut 
la a arcui I court ofbem soaetj 1 n on alwa}'S 
thought of Moscow To b on most be i 
3I05C0W here on cared for n tbi .g ne grew 
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qui Uy qui kU Anti Ljzhm wcntallj mo%ed 
about the Mo 5 co\ streets \ cut into the finnli r 
houses meth^kiwUed hiscomralcs andthetewas 
asweet pang at his bcail ai the thought that he w as 
only twentv ix and that tf m fi'C or ten years he 
couldbrcakawayfromhcrc nd get to Moscow even 
then it vkould not t)C too late and he \ ould still lia\ 
a nliolc life before lum tnd as 1 c sank into un 
consaousness as his thoughts began t be con 
fused he imagined the long cornd r of the court 
at Moscow himself delivering a speech bis sisters 
the ordiestra i bich for som reason kept dron ni, 
Oo 00-00 00 Oo 00 00 00 1 
Looh Trah sounded aga n B oh 
And he sudd niy recalled hr \ one d y shen he 
was talking to the book keeper m th little ofilce 
of the Rjral Board a (hm pale gcitlcnan with 
black hair and dark eyes walkwl m 1 e had a dis 
agreeable look m his eyes such as on secs in people 
l he J avc slept too Jong after d nner anJ it spoilt 
^s delicate intelligent profil and the hi h bools 
h V as w earing did not suit I im b it looked clumsy 
Th book keeper I ad introduced hun This is 
our insurance agent 

So that was Lesnitsky th s same man 
Lyzhin r fleeted n 

He rc all«l Le"n tsfcy soft voice imagined his 
gait ard it seemed to I n thats nieoncv as walk 
ing beside him no v with a st p hkc Lc* mtsky s 
All at one he felt In Itered his head turned 
cold 

W ho 5 the e ? he asked in alarm 
The conshtable I 
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WTiat tlo jou \ant here’ 

I h V orrc to asfc lovj honour — >ou sad 
this \e rg that tou dii not \ ant the elder but 
I m f aid he m > be ai!"ry JIc told irc to go 
to him hhnuldti t I go ? 

Th t n aqh jou bother in said LyiJ in 
¥, th V X tion and be entered bir self up gain 
Hem y be angry I U go ) our } onour 

I h pe tou »-iU be com! rtabl and Loshodin 
u nt out 

Inth passag thj uasco htng and subdued 
voices Th \ tnisses r ust i turned 

WeU It ihi« pour b^gars get w % earlv 
to-m rrow tbougl t th ex n ung mams- 

trate « U begi the q est as soon as it s 
daybgl t 

n began sinUn o I fg tf Ine^ »h n sud 
denlj ther were st ps t t i ir i thi tune 
bot rsp d and nois> T/ r w ih 1 n 1 door 
VO ces th saatching t m tch 

Af tf-t j <f iVp £r 

Startd enl^o vras askin t m hjmedK nd tignl^ 
as he St uk n mth fic-r an th b »as 
covered w th now and b eht hiU ii n wtth 
him 'tr \ou asl p ’ t-»ei p Let is g to 
\ on T uniti H has s t hi own h r es f r v u 
Come alonf, Ther at anv i t.ou will h 
supper and sleep Uk I uma b" Y u se<» I 
have ome foryoumj’S W Th h rses r plendid 
we shall get th j^e in twenty ir v t«- 
kn 1 what un is t u w 
k quarter past ten. 

Lyzhm sleepy and disctmt nted p t on ht f It 
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overboots his fur lined coat 1 is cap and hood 
and '.cut out ^ ith th doctor There was not a 
\cry sharp frost but a violent and piercing wind 
1 as bloi sng and drmHo tdong th street the clouds 
of no V wtuch seemed to be raan awaj in terror 
high drifts were heaped up already under the fences 
and at the doorw aj'S Tt c doctor and the examm 
inp magistrate got into the sledge and tl e white 
coachman bent over them to button up tl e co\ cr 
They were both hot 
Ready 

Tl ey dro e through the viUag Cutting, a 
leath rv furrow thought the examining magis 
trate Ustlf>sslv watching the action of the trace- 
horse sIcqS Thje verc I gilts m all tl e huts as 
thoogl U were the e e of a great holiday the 
peasants had not gone to bed because they \ ere 
afraid o! the dead body Tlie coachman preserved 
a ullen silence probably I e had f It drearv while 
he was \ ailing the ^mst o hut and no v he 
too was \hiTiV.in^ of the d ad man 

At the Von Taumtzs said Startchenho 
they all set upon me \ he i they he rd that you 
were I ft to spend the n ght in the hut and asked 
me hy I did not brii g you xtl me 
As th y drove out of the village at the turmn 
tl e c acl man suddenly shouted at the top of his 
voic Out of the i ay 
Tl ey caught a glimps of a man he ivas stand 
mg up to hia 1 necs m the snow moving off the 
road and staring at the torses Thu examining 
magistrate sa v a stick nth a crook and a beard 
and a ba ani he fana d that it was Loshadm 
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Ed Ten farcied th t te teas «Eiilm He flashed 
bv and disappeared 

Th d an at fcr't alor the ed e f the forest 
then 1 ne a broad forest cieann they can ht 
glimpses of old pine» and a young birch copse 
and t U gnarled toon oak trees starding susj^y 
m ih deancgs here the wood had lat ly been 
Qt bet soon I iras all nerged in the clouds of 
snovr Hi co dunao said be ooold see the forest 
the tanuruEe ma'nsirate could see pothing but 
the trace-hor*e Tb wind blew on th ir backs 
■Ul t once tb horses st pped 

cll trlu-t i» t now > asked ^tartchenko 
cro* ly 

The CO chrean g t down from th bot witbont 
a word and began ran x— ou d tb led e tread 
ing on his heel he tnad lar er and larger ardes 
getttn, further and forth awa> fros the sledge 
and it looked as thoc h h «r r dacac^' t last 
b came bach and began to tun oS to th n ht 
\oa g t o3 th oad h^ as<^ed ^tart 
chenko 

It 5 all n ht 

Then there was btil tD ard eta single 
h bt n It Again th fwesi and the fi Id Again 
they lost Ih cad and a«’aia lb coachman got 
d wn from t». box asd dan ed ourd lb sledge 
Th sled e few aio a dark a enn flew wiftly 
n A d th beated trac fcor*e btx)£> knocked 
ainst ih led H& tber was a fearful 

r anng soend from tb trees and nothin® could be 
se«v as thou b they ver flying on into space 
and all at once th gl-ni^ b bt at tb entrance 
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and the windo'AS flashed upon their eyes and they 
I card the good natured drawn out barking of 
dogs They I a 1 am\cd 
\thilc they were taking of! their fur coats and 
their felt bools below Un Petit Verre de Clic 
quot was being played upon tl e pnno o\orh ad 
and they could hear the children beating tin e vitl 
their feet Immediately on going n tl ey \ ere 
aware oi the snug warmth and speci 1 smell of the 
old apartm nts of a mansion where what ver the 
weather outsid Iif is so w rm and clean and com 
fortabl 

That s capital 1 said \ nT units a fat nan 
with an incredil ly thick n ck anl it! hiskcrs 
as he shook tl c examining magistr te s hind 
Thxtscapiial ^oua^c irywclco c delighted 
to make your cquaintanc M te c lie gucs 
to some extent \ou kn i At on time I was 
dcputyproseculor but not for long nly two years 
1 came here to I ok after the est t and h r 1 
have grown old — an oil f g > in fact \ou are 
very V Icom he went n e adently restraining 
his voice so as not to speak to loud hewasgoirg 
upstairs with his guests I have no vifc she s 
dead But h re I will introdu c my U ughters 
and turning round he stoutel down the st irs 
in avoice of thunder Telllgnattol a cth sledge 
ready at eigl t o clock to i w rrow mormng 

His { ur daughters young and p etty g rls all 
wearii g grey d cs s and with tl e r ha r done up 
mthes me style and there usm also y oung and 
aUracti e witl 1 er hitdren were n the drawing 
room Startchenko who knew them already 
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b<“<»an at once beg t^tn to 5 n «OTieJiicg 
and tvHD ol tb ^ottn^ bdie' sjxait a lorj tune 
declui the\ ould rot and that tbe> hadco 
mus tt eti the cou-in dowi to the piano ard 
mth i irblin \ci es. thej san^ adnct froTi The 
Queen of ''pades \*am Ln Pet t \ me de 
Lhcqu t was pi \ed and th children slapped 
about beatiHa ture with their f-et \rd Start 
ciienko jranced about too E er^bods laa bed 
Then the childres said good m ht and went off 
to bed The amuan-, csagujate Ian Ved 
dan ed a q dru. fl-r*ed and V pt wondenno 
<ch ther it as t all dr an Th kil hen of th 
Zernst "o hut th h p of h n the ccmex the 
rosU ofth ther h po nv tncLen 

sanoatdic ih -oce* fih nnesses the wind 
the sn w s* rtn th dai^, j of beina lo»t nd then 
all at this plendid b”' hth b ht*d room 
the pounds of th p a~o tb 1 clt fi Is th crU 
headed children th ga> happ> 1 n hto^snch a 
transform u n seemed t hi^ lihe a furj tale 
and t ««eined iPtied b! that such iraOsit ons were 
possTil at tl e dutance f «otn tw miles in the 
cour^ of on hour And dieau th n5,ht3 pre- 
-rated him from en| yin. turns JI and h kept 
thinking th.s was not I Ic t e. but b of hf 
fraginen.s that ei erythin he^e was acc dent b 
that on CO lid dr w DO cond^ons from t and 
he evra f It sorrv Iw the' mb who wer Uvui;, 
and wodd end then h es in th wuds, in a pr nnce 
far aw j from th centre of cultur wher nothing 
to acad ntab bat e-verythm^ is m acco d nee 
with reason and 1 w and where for instance, every 
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suicid IS ml lliRiblo so that one can explain \hj 
it has happened and xvhat is its significance in the 
general scheme of tilin'^ He imagined that if the 
life surrounding him her m the nlds wire not 
intelligible to him and if he did not sc it itraoant 
that it did not exist at all 

At supper the cons ersation turned on I esmtskj 
He left a wife anj cl W said Startch nko 
I w ould forbid neurasthenics an 1 all p xipl w hose 
nervous st’stem is out of ord r tf marry 1 lould 
deprive them of the ight and poss b luy if n uiti 
plying tl cirkind Tobrin nto tl e world nervous 
invalid cl ildren is a aime 

He as an u! (ortun te young man aid Von 
Taunit* ighinp gently and shaV. ng 1 is 1 ad 
^^’hat alot one m t sufier and think bout before 
one brings oneself to take m s o\ i life a 
young 1 1 ’ Su h a misfo tune m y happen m 
anyfamly and that is avful It 1 hard to bear 
such a thing msufi rable 
And all th g rls list ncsl m sil nee with grav e 
f CCS look ng t their latl r hyil n f It that he 
too must 51V somctl mg but he couldn t think 
of nythinf ind m r ly s id 

Ves uKid isanunlci ble pi noinenon 
He I pt m a arm ion m a soft bed cov red 
V th a quilt under \ I idi there \cref necleansheets 
but for some reason did not feel comfortable 
perhaps b cause tl e doctor a d Von T unitz were 
tor a long t me talk ng ui the adjoining r om and 
overhe 1 he 1 card through th celn and m the 
stove tf e ind ro ring just as n the Zem tvo hut 
and as plaintively ho\ ling Oo 00-0 -00 I 
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\c.* T iir-tz « f had died two 5 ears btfora 
arid h was t U unable to en<Ti hmsself to his 
I<K» Jid what«e' b wa> tailing about always 
ECU i ned hia wif and there co trace oi a 
prc&#t:nt r i ft about him now 

1 t pocobl th 1 1 m \ some day come to such 
a oadiuoa thou ht Lyihin as he f il asleep 
still hean-o th ou b the wall bis host s subdued, 
as t vet be ea ed x '« 

The esartarun^ n5a«T_vrat ddcot leep soundly 
H f h hot and n it I nabl and it .eeiiied to 
him n hii ‘*i'> th was otat\onTaonit 
and n t n «i f lean bed b t iiU in tb hay at th 
Z«r t -ohut h an the bdued otce>oltii wt 
nesMS h fa. ned t t Lesmi k was close br 
n t tlteeu paces a \ Is uis d.tu.£rs be rem m 
bered bow tb uunran-e ag at blach haired and 
pale, wearing dust hi^b boot» b d com into 
th book keepw s ofice Tbi:> ,.r i..s„rafice 
agent 

Then he dreamed that Le^sit iTr and Lcsbadin 
lb C£>*isiable were walk) th.ou h th open 
country m th oox sid b s de upportiag Kui 
oth^ tb «a was whirling about ibeir beads 
the wind was bl wing n th i, ba ks but thev 
walked n si-gin^ \V go n.asd n.andon 
Tb old man was li* ina<ncaan m an opera, 
and both f ibsm wef angnSj, as though thev wcr 
on the stage 

\\ e go on, and on, and n \ on are in 

th warmth in tb bgbj and but we are 

raTVing in th freer a„d th tom thron b th 
deep DOW We kn w aotbm ^ f case w 
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know I otkinp of W e bear all the burd n 

of this life yours and o irs Oo-oo-oo ! 

\\ 6 ^0 on and on and on 
T yzhin Viohe and sat op in bed What a con 
fused t ad dieam And \ by did he dream of the 
constable and the a ent to^ ther ’ W'hat non 
sensei And now while Ljzhins heart % as throb- 
bing \ lolently and he \ as ittmg on h s bed hold 
ing his head m his hands it seemed to him that 
there reaH> wassom thin m common between the 
1 ves of the insurance agci t and the constable 
Don t tl ev really go s de by sid< holdin jch oth 
up ? Some tie unseen hut signihcant and essen 
ttal exited betv en th n and c en belieen 
them and Von Tainjtx and b h cin all men — 
all men in tl is Id e en in the remotest desert 
nothing IS acalental everything is full of one 
common idea everythin I as one soul on am 
and to und rstand u it is not enough to th nk 
it 1 not enou h to reason one n u t lave dlao ii 
s'ems the ^ift of insight into 1 1 a gift \ hich i 
evidently n t b stowed on all And tl unhappv 
man wlo had broken do m who ha 1 killed himself 
—the neurasth me as the doctor ailed him — 
and th old peasant wilo spent everyday of hisbfe 
goUf, from one n an to at otter were only acci 
dental \ re only fragments of hfe for one who 
ihougVt of I s o n life as acud ntal but were 
parts of oi e orgam m — marvellous and rational — 
{ r one \ 1 o th ugl t of h s own Ijf a* part of 
that ura ersal v bol and understood it bo 
thought Lvrh n and it v as a thoi fht that h d 
I ng lai h dden in 1 soul and onlv now il 
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ras unf Ided broad]> and dearlj to fci» con 

saou nets 

Hela\d wn and began to drop asleep andaeaia 
tb } wer go n alon^ ther singing \\ego 
n and on and n He take from life what 

tohardestandbitt test in tt ardwel a ejonwh t 

ea-i and jo\-f ) and itt i\, at supper }OU can 
coldly and «ens blj di cu<s hj n suffer and 
pensh and why wearenot astound andassaasded 
as you 

Hli t they were sin^no had occurred to his 
mind befo but th th u ht oas somewhere n 
the back"r und bihind h other th u hts and 
Sckered timidly lik far a v li ht in foergy 
weather And he f It that this mad and the 
peasart s suffenn*^ la\ pon hu consaen e too 
to ewgn himself t th f ct that thes peopi 
subsLss to th IT f le should tak up the burd n 
of wh t as hardest and cloomiest m hf" — ^how 
awhi] t was To acc pt this and t desire fcr 
hiits''<lf 3 Ilf full of I ht and mo eirent amon^ 
happy and ontented peopi and t b continually 
dr aming cl uch means dr amin f fresh su des 
of men crashed b t d cd anxj t fan 

weak and outlet whom peopi ti!\ talk f some- 
times at sup'ier nth ann %an mockery 

without g in to tbeir help And aga n 

H go on and on and on as thoi^h 

someon wer beating w th hammer on his 
temples 

He w k earl} in th m nun tb a headache, 
roused b} a not- m th next room \on T unitr 
was saym^ loudly to the doctor 
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Itsimposibl for j onto go now Lookwhats 
going on outside Bont argue >ou had better 
ask the coachnan he wont take jori m such 
•ft eatbet ior a miUicm 

But it s onij two miles said the doctor m an 
imploring \oice 

W ell if it M ere onl> 1 alf a mile If ^ou cant 
then N oil can t Directly you drive out of the gates 
it IS perfect hell you uould be off the road in a 
minute Nothing will induce me to let you go you 
can say what you like 

Its bound to b qui ter toi-ards evenng 
said the peasant who vas heating th tose 
And in the next room the doctor began talking 
of the rigorous dimate and its influence on the 
character of the I ussta i of the long winters 
which bv preveniin movemert from place to 
place hinder the intellectual de elopment of the 
people and Lyrhm h t ned \ ilh vexation to 
these ob“efvation and to ked out of windo > at 
the snowd ifts \ hich i ere piled on the fence He 
(,azed at the white dust \ hid coveted the whole 
visible expans at tie trees which boied thar 
h'*ads d spai ingly to r ght nd then to 1 ft 
listened t tie hovlin and the bangin'* ard 
thought glocmily 

NWll what moral can b drawn Iron it? 
It s a bliuard ar d that is all about it 
At midday they had lunch then wandered 
aimlessly about the house ihe% vent to the 
indows 

AndLesnitsky islyin thwe thought Ls rfiin 
watch ng the whirlmgsnow wlich raced furiously 
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rotind and round opon the drifts Lesmtsfc^ 
IS Inng ihcr the witfcsse^ are waiting 
The\ talked fihewealher sa\'tngth3tthe now 
storm a uallv U ted two da>n and n ghts raretj 
lorger At sit o dock thej had dinn’r then th j 
pi >ed cards saHa danced at la t they had sopner 
Th d > was o er they \ ent to bed 

1 the tu hi t wards momin? t all subadriJ 
When they g t up and looked out of window 
th bare w Hoi's w ih ther weakly drooping 
branches vrer landir pcrfectlv moti nless it 
was dull and i U as tho h Natu e no were 
ashamed of ts fg\ of t mad J hts and the 
h'^xe It had 1.1 n t ts px ons The boms 
harnessed tand in h d b-c wait tig at th fr rt 
door since h o ’ <k t the iro nin W1 on it 
was full) da)li;M th d tor and tb xaminn*, 
magntrat put on th ir fur co i and fell boots 
and sating goorl b\ to thta host w -ni ut 
At the tepi bewd tb coacbm n tood th 
familiar f-nir of th onshtabl IK a loshaduv 
with an <^d leatl rr ba„ acros:> h S older and no 
cap 0*1 his ! ead co red with ow tl \ t ard 
bd f ce was red a A wet with ; rsp ati n The 
footman wl 0 had come at t h If th genllemen 
and CO cr their I gs looked at lam terrJy and 
sa 1 

What a e 1 ou standin" here f ido Id u il ? 

f t way 

\ou. hon u th p»<;j-le are n us sail 
1 os' ai^ n m I ^ na ly il t I fjc nd 
mdm Iv pi astd at seeing t la l tf fs-opl h 
had waited Iw v- long Tl peopl ar er\ 
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uneasy the ctildTen "tfe cr\ing They 

thought your honour tlat you liad g ne back 
to the town n am SI ow us the I eav nlv raercy 
our benefactors ' 

The do tor and the examining magi trate said 
nothin^ the sledge and dro\ to byrnya 
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THE riPST CLASS PASSENGER 


A FIRST CLASS passenger who had )ust dined at 
the station and drunk a little too much lay down 
on the velvet covered seat stretched himself out 
luxunou ly and sank into a dote After a nap 
of no more than five minutes he looked with oily 
tives at Ill's t 1 4 ms gave a smirk and said 

My father of blessed memory used to like to 
have hi5 heels tickled bv peasant woni(n after 
dinner I am just like him with th s dificrence 
that after dmn r I ai vays like my tongue and my 
brains g ntly stim dated Sinful man as I am 
I Ike empty talk on a full stomach MfiU ^ou 
allow me to 1 a\e a chat with you ? 

I shall b del ghtef answ red tl e ms d ii$ 
After \ good dinner the most trifling subject 
I ulhcient to arou c devili hly great thoughts in 
my bran Tor instance we saw just now near 
the refreshm nt bar two young men and you 
h ard one congratulate tl e other on be ng cele- 
brated I congratulate you ho said you are 
air ady a celebrity and arc beginning to win fam 
Evidently actors or journalists of microsctpic 
dimens ons But Ih^ are n t the point The 
question that is occupying my mmd at the mom nt 
sir IS exactly \ hat is to be understood by the word 
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farreo'cel r l\ \Miat do jca think ^ Poshkifl 
called fiiE a bn ht patch on a rag. ed garment 
e ali ni’T'tarvd it as Pu hbn does — that ts, 
mr iT bjecti l \ — hot no one hasjet gtren 

a cl'ar i m al d finit on I the %»ord I 

.ronld ei a go<xl deal for sach a definition 
Why da f—l such a eed for it > 
y ou see f kn « ohal / n** is the means of 
attaxiuc it might aLo perhaps be knovs to ls 
said th fir t-class p ssecger after a moment s 
tboc^ht I ni. l t M you s^ tb t when I was 
younoST I stro al & Jebniy » th cs-ery fibre 
of ny be ng To be pcpjfax aa» mv craie so to 
speak For th -Jt I t 1 lud *^3 wo Led sat 
up at m tt tie«l*cted try •^nd I fancv 

as far as I an ) df e without pan ai tv 1 had aQ 
^ natural gifts t r attaint t To bemn with 
I am an enguee b pr f*s. n Id tb coiir<e of 
my Ilf I b built in Russ som t dozen 
magruficent bn'* es I ha laid qued rts for 
three towns I ba wo-Ved n Ru- a. England 
in Bdgi tn Seen dly 1 am th author of 

several special treatises in mv own Ur And 
thirdly Biy dear ir f ba e fr m a boy b d a weak 
ness {ix chemistry Studyir^ th t saen m my 
leisur hours 1 dtscorered irethods f btaining 
certain organic adds so that V a will find m name 
in all th fo'ei'Ti rianuab of b raistrv I h 
ajw been in tb sem'v 1 b ruea to Ih grad 
facte Iciilco ndloracdlba aa tiable3iash"d 
ecor I will n t f ti'»n voex att nt on br nn 
mer t ^ my w ks rd my lumts 1 will only say 
that I have d n far n>«e than som cel bnlies. 
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And >ct here I am w mv old ec I am getting 
teadv for mv cofin o to say and I am as celebrated 
as that black dOo yonder tunn ng on the embank 
nent 

How can von teJP Perhaps >ou are cele 
brated 

H m 1 Well we will test it t once Tell 
me have > on ever heard ll e nan Krihunoi > 

The ns I IS raisej hi yes to the ceiling 
thought a minute and langl ed 

No I ha\en t heard it Icsaid 

That IS my son ame Yon a nan o{ ednea 
tion gettin on m years hav net r heard of me 
—a conwncinj, prot f l U s e id nt tl at in my 
efforts to giui fan e I ha\e n t done the right thing 
at all I d d not kno the n ht % y to set to work 
and tryin to cat h fame by the tad got on the 
aTOng side of her 

Wiat i the n 1 1 vay to set to work ? 

Well the de al onl\ knows Talent Nousaj ’ 
Genius ^ 0 i®ipj 1 Ij > Not a bit of it sir 
people have I d and made a c«tre< r side by sid 
wathirewhov r vorthless tr al and even con 
tcmptihl mpar d wtl m They did not do o e- 
tenth of th worV 1 d d lid not put Ihems Ives 
out ver not disim<nii hed for their talents and 
did not m ke an Hort to be c lebratcd but )iist 
look at the n Thar names ar continuallv in the 
newspapers and on m i s Ups It y u are not 
tired of li tening I will lUu trat it bv an ex mple 
Some year I built a in. the town K 1 
must t 11 you that th dulness of that scurvy 
little to\n was temble If it hai not been for 
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worr n and arda I belie elsboildha g n out 
1 ni> nil d \\ ll Is ar old story I \ as so 
boT 'i\ that I got nlo n afiair ’mUi a siuRet 
E ry n \ as nthusia ti about h r the devil 
onlj knevL-s why to m> thinking she was — what 
hall 1 a> ? — an d nar> commonpl c creature 
like lots {others Th hussy v as empty headed 
ill t mpered greedy and vhat s more she was a 
{ool 

She ate and drank a vast amount si pt tiU five 
o dock m tl e iftcmoon —and I {an y did nothin 
else Sh was looked upon as a cocott a d that 
was indeed her profes on b t vh n peoples nted 
to efcT to her n a literary fashion they called 
her an a tress and a singer I used lob de otedto 
the theatre and th tefor thi fraudulent pretence 
{ be ng an a'^ess made me iur o ly indicant 
My young 1 dy had ot tb slgltest n ht to 
call herself an ct css or singer Sh was a 
oreatur ntir 1yd od of talent i d 
feelm — a p t fill creatur on may say M 
far as { can jud si e sang disgust glv Th 
vrhol chrm fhr ait Ij nher kickm 
up her legs on e\ ry suitabt o cas on and n'^t 
beui embarr ssed when people walked into her 
dress ng oora She sually selected t nslated 
vaud viller with ngiog m th m and oppor 
tunities fo disporting hr U m m le attire m 
t ht In fact t was — o h \\ 11 I ask your 
attent on A I remember iw a public cere- 
mony took pla to lebrate th opemng of th 
n wly construct d bnd T^er was a r ligi u 
ervice ther w re speeches t legr ns and so on 
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1 hun^ about m> cbenshed creation you know 
all thf* while afraid that my heart vould burst Mtb 
the excitement oi an author It s an old story 
and there s no need for false modesty and so I 
will tell you that mjbridgevias a magnificent \ orkl 
It was not a bridge but a pi ture a perfect deh ht 
And who would not have been excited when the 
vhole town came to the opening ? Oh 1 
thought now the eyes of all the public vill be on 
me * \\'here shall I hid myseU ? W ell I need 
not ha e worried mjs If sir — alas Except the 

offidil personages no one took the sligl test notice 
of m The> stood m a cro d on the n er 1 ank 
gazed 1 kt hcep at the bridge and did not concern 
thems Ives to kno v \ho had b ilt it And it 
was from that t me by the \ ay thit 1 began to 
hate our e«tiniab!e public— damnation take them 
\\ 11 to continue All at once tl e i ub!ic became 
g tated a whisper ran thiou h th cro d 
1 smilo can e on the t faces their should*Ts began 
to move Tl y must base se i me 1 thought 
A likely idea I to k d and my singer i ith a 
train of joun scamps va making her vay through 
the CTOS d The ey«^ of the trow i % re hurriedly 
follo\ ing thi proce ion A wh sper b gan m 
a tl o isand % oi es Tl at s so and so 
Charming Be% itching Th n it was they 
noticed me A couple of yo ng milksop 

local mat urs of the seem art 1 pre ume looked 
at me xd anged glmcfs and wl ispered Hiat s 
her lover How do vou 1 kc that ? And an uti 
pt(.posse*sing ndividual in a top-hat with a chin 
that badly needed shaving bung tout d me shiU 
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L-, f cm o foot to the ort et then turred to ne 
Vi th the w rds 

Do %ou to w ^lo that Jidj is n-alking on 
the other bank i Tl at s so-aiid so Her 

\-ni IS bene th alt cnlicum but she has a rrost 
pcitect mastcr^ of »l 

Can y u tell m 1 asked th unjM" possessing 
indi id al v>ho both this bndg ? 

Irt-lUdntln amweredtl indisn’uil 
some engineer I pen 

And »t 0 built th catlied 1 in tour town’ 

I a led a^ in 

1 llv u 1 1 11 > u 

Thnl "dhm h wus considered the 
best t Akher n k wh tt b^-st ar J t«t d to 
all mj q4e«t ns the ur^ pixse&i ig rli du I 
answered tt th dd ot n 

\ri tell n pleas \ kin n luj n 
with wh •• IS tt i situ, T I i u, 

\S 1 1 so-r n,i ill Kr k 
\S 11 I ow d j I K t i sir But to 
pro c eed Tl ere ar no m rmes ngTS t bards 
nowadij-s 1 cel brn> s cr ted al ost clu 
sivehb>th r spap<T Th d t Itrul edeuica 
Uott cf the bri^. I greediij he«i up th local 
\{t un^ ondlxikeidfjr \-s U m t I soent 
I r tir ernmin^ d> >eso «t H th fc._f pages 
aadatlaitheT uw— s — hurrah Ib^n t^i 

\«tcrda> n bea t M w thcr l>efTe a 
netjursr* of pcopl inth*pcvnic I Hi Excel 
I pcy th Gos'nrrr cf th yc mic so-arlso 
and o'h'T t. miianrs th t <n ofll dedi-a 
l n c( ih newl> or etwl brvl c took place 
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and so oil Towards the end Our talented 

actress so-ard so the lavounte of the K public 
was present at the dedication looking very beauti 
ful I need not say that 1 er arrival created a 
sensation The star was wearing and ‘=0 
on They might have given r e one word ! Half 
a lord Petty as it seeins I actually cned with 
vexation I 

I consoled ni>self \ th tl e r 1! ction that tl e 
provinces axe stupid and one could expect nothing 
of tl era and for c 1 bnly ne must go to the m 
tellectual centres — to P tersburg and to Hoscow 
And as it happened at that lery tune there as 
a work of mi e n Pet rsburg \ h ch 1 h d sent m 
for a comp tition The date on wl ich the result 
was to be declared was at hand 

I took leave of K an 1 went to Petersburg It 
s a long journey from k to Petersburg and that 
I might not be bored on the journey I took a 
rose ed ompartm nt and — veil — of course I 
took my singer ^\e set off and all the ay we 
\ re c ting dr nV. ng champagne and -tra la la ! 
R tbeh Id at last we i achlhe ntellectual centre 
1 arrived n the very day the result as declared 
aidh d the satisfaction myd arsir of celel rating 
\ i n success my vork received the first pnie 
III rr h Next day I vent out alon^ the Nevsky 
and sp nt sev enty kopecks on various ne \-spapers 
1 hastened t my hotel room lay down on tl e sofa 
and controllngnq iverofexjtement madehaste 
to read I ran tltfOugh one newspaper— nothing 
I ran thro gh second — ^nothing either my God ! 
At last in the fourth I hghted upon the followiHj, 
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paragraph \esterday the well kn \vn pro -maal 
actress so-aod-so am ed b\ express in Feler bnrg 
\\ e note with pleasoreO at thecbmate of the South 
has a beoehaa] effect <m our fur fnend her 
charming stage appearance and I don t 

remember th rest Much lower d wn than that 
paragraph 1 found, printed m th smallest type 
The firat pfue m the competition as adjud ed 
to an engineer called so and so Th t was all 
\nd to naV things better il ey ev n m sspelt 
my name instead of Knkuno it was Kiikunov 
much for )*onr int Uectua) centre But that 
was not all By the tune 1 1 ft P t jsbur" 

a month Uter U the nessf^aper were vjnna 
with one an tter n discu. n ur r otnparable 
di in higbly tal nted actress and my mistress 
was r fened to not by her uman but by her 
Christian name ard her fatl r s 

Som years later l«i.m M<tec w I -as sum 
moned there by a I tter n th ma\ r s ovm 
handwriting to undertak a \ ork for whicl 
Moscow in it nevrsp pem h d been Jamounnt' 
(or o\-er a hundred years In Ih inter al» of mv 
work I d h ered t pubh lectures with a phil 
anthropic object m on of tl truseum there 
On would has thought that was enoueh to mak 
one known to the wbol town for three days at 
least wouldnt one? But alas n t a single 
ifoscow gaiette said a word about m There 
was someth about houses on fire, bout an 
operetta sleep ng town courxiU s drmk n 1 p- 
keepers — about everything hut about my work 
my plans ri lectures — mimi \nd a nice set 
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they are m Mosco \ 1 got into a tram It 

piched full there were ladies and mil tary 
men and stu lents of both sexes creatures of dU 
sorts in couples 

I am told the to\ n council his sent for an 
engineer to plan such nd such a \ ork I said 
to in> neighbour so loudly that all the tram could 
hear t)o you know t! e name of the ngineer ? 

My neighbour shook his head The rest of the 
publ c took a cursory glance at me and m all tbeir 
eyes I read I Ion t know 

I am told that there is someone giving lectures 
m such and such a m iseum ’ I persisted tmng 
to get up a conversai on I hear it is interest 
tng 

N one en nodded h dentlv they 1 ad not 
all of them heard of tl lectures nd the ladies 
we note enauirc fth cm tenc olil mus im 
AW that wo Id not ha em ttered but imagine my 
de r sir the p'ople suldenly I iped to their feet 
ind struggled to the indo s What was it? 

WTiit \3Sthemitlc ’ 

1 00 k look ray nc 1 hour nud ed me 
D you s th t dark man gcttin into th t cab ’ 
That s the famous runner K ng 

\nd the vl ole tram be<mn talking br ithlessly 
of the runner v ho \ as the absorbing the brains 
of Mo«co V 

I could Ri c yo ever so miiiy other eeamples 
but I think tl at i cno gb Now let us assume 
that I am m St ken about myself tl at I am a 
WT tche<lK boastful and nco npetent person 
but apart from mys If I m ght point to many of 
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rT\ oonteT'pcranes men rem— kable for thor 
talent a-jJ i^jisistrT tcfco have nevertheless died 
cnreco'Tsized Are Kcs-ian cavi^alors chemiit- 
fJ’v: cssi irechaiLaaEs and amcultcnsts popular 
with the public > Do cnr cclu -ated iiia_ses kncm 
acTthiE of Rns.iaiv art sts •cnip crs ard Iitoarj 
c"! Some old hterar^ hacL La-d wcrkinp and 
talented will wear awaj the doo^tep of the pnb- 
h '*erv c£ces f t thirt\ three vears, cover reams 
of paper be had ap f libel twentj times a. d yet 
net step beyond his ant heap Can you. mention 
to me a ss-^le rep esenta v f nr hterature who 
wocld hate become cel Ir ted U the rumemr bad 
cot been "read over tb earth that be had been 
IrHfd tn dnel § te out of h s mind been «ent 
QUO exile or bad eh^ted at card 
Th firs -ola— passes er was so xaicd that be 
dropped his a at ont of tus co- th and got np 

Acs he went on 6«rc h and ad b% ad 
w th these people I can qn te hart, cd of 
all sorts of sir^jefs. acrot ts bof oo „ whose 
naines are Vxown to every bab> \ev 
The do« creaked thei was a drac^ht and an 
tndi adoal of ffThiddir.^ a.pect wearing an In -er 
n«^ coat a top-bat and bln pettacles walked 
mto th cam g The iDdiwdoal looted roond 
at th seats frentned a_d went on further 

Do yon know who that there car’e a 

Ucn 1 wtu-per from C.e farthest comer of the com 
partment That N \ th famous Tula 
cardJiarpcT who wa had ep m connect on with 
the A ba-A. affam 

Titae vou a,c laaghed th £rst-clis» pas- 
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Senger He knows a Tula cardsharpcr but ask 
Uim whether ho knows Semiradsky fehaykovsky 
or *^olo\>ov the philo^pher — hell shake his head 
It s swinish 

Three minutes pissed in silence 

Allow me in my turn to ask you a question 
said the tis-duis timidly clearing hs throat 
Do you know the name if Pushkov ? 

Pushkov ? Hm Pushkov No I 

don t know it 

Tliat is my name said the v s d ms 

overcome with en barrassment Then you don t 
know it ? And yet 1 ha\ been a professor at one 
of the Russian universities for thirty five years 
a member of the Academy of Sciences 
have published more than one work 
The first class passen r an I the ms d t $ looked 
at each other and b irst out laughing 
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It was the benefit night of Penogenov the tranc 
actor They were actm I^ince Serebryany 
The tragedian himself was playing VyazeirsCy 
Limonados the stage manager was playin" 
Morowv lladamc B^bahtov Elena The per 
formance was a grand success The tragedian 
accomplished wonders indeed When he \ as 
carrying off Elena he held her m one hand above 
ins head as bedashed across thestage Ileshoutcd 
hissed banged with I is feet tore his coat aaoss 
his chest Wlien he tcfuvsd to fight Motoiov 
he trembled all over as nobody ever trembles in 
reality and gasp d loudly The theatre shook 
with applause Tli re \ctc endless calls Feno- 
geno was presented nth a silver cigarette case 
and a bouquet tied with long ribbons The ladies 
waved their handkerchiefs and urged their men 
to applaud many shed tears But the one 

who was the most enthusiastic and most excited 
was Masha dauglter of Sidorctsky tie police 
captain She was silt ng m the first row of the 
stalls beside her j apa she was ecstatic an 1 could 
not take her ejes off the stage even bet veen the 
acts Ifer delicate bltle 1 ands and feet were 
quivering her eyes were full of tears her chc^'ks 
09 
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turned paicr and paler And no onder — she 
s t th thcat e for the first time in her 1 fe 
H ell they ct how splendidly I she said 
to he p p the police aptain e ery tune the cur 
tain f 11 How good F nogenov is 
And I h r papa had been cap ble of reading 
fa es he would have r ad n h s daughter s pale 
littl ountenanc a rapture th t t as almost 
anguish Sh was er mebyll acting by the 
p) y by the surround ngs WTien the regimental 
band beg n pi ying bet n the acts she dosed 
her yes eth usted 

Papa she sa d to the police capta n durin 
th I St int rval g behind th sc ncs ai d ask 
th m all t dinn lo-monow 
The pohe c ptan w nc behind th sc nes 
praised th m all for the fine ct ng and ompli 
mented Madame Beobabto 

Y ur lovely fa e demands a anva and 1 only 
wish I could wield thebrus! 

And \ ith a scrape he thcr upon i ted tl 
company to dinner 

All e pt the fair s v ie ihispcred I 
don t ant the a tresses for I h a daughter 
\c?(td>th actcTS dined at t) pol captains 
Only three t rned up tl manag r Limonadov 
the tragedian P nt^cn % and th cm man 
Vodolazov th thers sent excuses Tlodnncr 
was a dull affair lam n dov kept ttllmg th 
police capta n h w much I e cspcct d I im and 
how highly he th ht fall persons n aulho itj 
^t>dolalo mm eked drunken merch nts nd 
Armenians and Fenogeno (on his passport 1 is 
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name was I msh) a tall stout Little Russian with 
black ejea and frowmngf brow declaimed At the 
portals of the great and To be or not to be 
Limonadov Mlh tears ui his s described his 
interview with the former Governor General 
Kan5natchin TV e pol cc captain listened was 
bored and smiled aftaUy He was \ ell satisfied 
although Limonadov smelt stron ly of burnt 
feathers and Fenogenov wa rearing a hired dress- 
coat and boots trodden down at heel T1 ey 
pleased his daughter and made her lively and that 
was enough for him And Masl a never took her 
ejes ofl the actors She hai never before seei 
such clever exceptional people 
In the evening the pol ce captain and Masha were 
at the theatre again A w ck later the actors 
dined at the police capta n s again and after that 
came almost every dye Iher to dinner or upper 
Masha became m re and mote d voted to the 
theatre and went there every evening 
She fell m love \ ith tie tragedian One fine 
morning when the polic aptam had gone to meet 
th bishop Sfasha ran away with Limonadov s 
company and married her he o on the wav After 
celebrating th weddug the actors composed a 
long and touclnng lett r and sent t to the police 
captain It was the ork of their combined 
efforts 

Br ng out the motive theniotivet Limonadov 
kept s ving as he d ctated to the comic man 
I ay on the respect These official chaps 

1 ke It Add somethin^ of a sort to draw a 
tear 



30 THE TALES OF TCHEH0\ 

The answer to this letter vasmost discoirifortin 
The police captain disowned h s dau hter for 
manying ash said a stop d idle Little Russian 
with no fixed home or occupation 

And the d y alter this answer i as received Masha 
was wr tmg to her fath 

Papa h be ts me Foipv e us ! 

He had beat n her b ten her behind the 
sc nes in the presen 1 Limonadov the washer 
woman nd t o 1 htm men He rem mbered 
h w four days b for the i xld ng he was sitting 
m the Lond n T -m w th the \ ho! companj 
and all er talking about M ha The company 
were ad nsmg him to h nc it and Limon dov 
w th tears m his c>cs urged It i ould b tupd 
and irzational to let bp such an opportunity 
WTij for a sum I kc th t one wrould go to Siberia 
let alon g tting marr ed ^^’hen you marry and 
h ath at e f your own take m mtoyourcom 
pany Ishantb master thn you 11 be master 
Feno enov rcmcmbeied t and muttered with 
clenched fists 

If h d esn t send m n > 1 U smash hr I 
i onti t myself be made fool of d mnmysoul 
At one prosnncial town tb company t ed to give 
Masha th si p but Mash f und out ran to the 
station and got th re wh n th second bell had 
rung and th actors had all taken their seats 
I %e been shamefully treated by you f ther 
sai 1 the tr gedian all u ov r bet\ ecn us 
And though the carriage was full of peopl sh 
went do Ti on her knees and h Id out her hands 
imploring him 
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\ lo\ e you ! Don t dnvc me a\vay Kondrat j 
I\ano\itch she hcbought him I cant h\e 
•vnthoul you 

They listened to hei enticatves and alter cOn 
to ether took her mto the coropanv as a 
counters — the name they used lor the minor 
actresses who usuiUy came on to the stage in 
crowdt Or in Jiunb parts To begin with Slasha 
used to pJay maid servants nd pages but when 
Madame Bcobahtov the flo er of Luronadoi s 
company doped they made her »> inuf She 
acted badly lisped and >»as ntnous ^he soon 
gtev* us d to It howe et and began to be liked 
by the audietv < rcno^,enov as much displ ased 
To call her an actieaa he used to say 
She has no figure no deportment nothing what 
c\er but silhres 

In one provincial town the company acted 
Sdidler 3 Robbjs T nogenov pi yed Ttant 
MasV a Amah The tragedian shouted and 
quuered Masha r pcat«>d her part like a well 
leirnt lesson and the pL y would h\ e gout off 
s tJ cy f,eneraUj d d f ad u n t I een for a trifluio 
m shap Evuytl ing i nt well up to the point 
wh rc Frani declares his lose for Amah and she 
5012 '^ his sword The t agedian shouted hissed 
quivered and squ tied Masha in h s iron embrace 
\n\ Masha instead ol r pulsir" him and crying 
Ilcnte tr mbltd in I is arms hke a hir 1 and 
did not luo c she seemed petrified 

Ha c p ty on me she wh spered in his cor 
01 have pity on me 1 am so miserable 
\ou don t knov your parti listen to the 
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prcpmpter the tngedian and he thrust hi 

swc d nto her hand 

\fleT the perfonnance ljmonado\ and Feno- 
g rov were s ttin^ m the twiet boi-ofice en aged 
n con\ crsati n 

\Qtir wife does not learn her part you are 
n ht ther the manager ras saying Sh 
doesa t know her line E htj man has hii 

own line but she doesn t know hers 

Feno^enoi. listened s ghed and scowled and 
scowled 

Next tronun XIasha was sittm in a UtU 
geatxal h p wnttn 

Papa, he beats me Fcrgi e us Send us 
some money 
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A COLIEOIWE assessor called Miguev stopped at a 
telegraph post in the course ol his evening salk 
and heaved 1 deep sigh A week before as he was 
returning home from 1 is evening % alk he had been 
overtaken at that \er> spot b> his former house 
maid Agnia who said to hun vioously 

\S ait a bit 1 U cook you such a cr b that U 
teach you to rum nnocent girls 111 leave the 
baby at your do r a d I U have the lav of you 
and I U tell your \ f too 

And she d raanded th t he should put five 
thousand roubl into th bank m her name 
Migue tememb red it I caved a sigh and once 
more reproached himself \ith heartfelt repentance 
for tl momentarv infatu lion which had cau ed 
1 im so much rry and im cry 
When V e re ch^ his bunpalo v he sat down to 
rest on the doorstep It was just ten o cl ck and 
a I t of the moon peeped out from behind the 
clouds Ther vas not a soul in the street nor 
near the bungalo -s elderly summer ’isitors were 
already g mg to bed hile young ones were \ alk 
mg in the oo 1 reeling in both his pockets for 
a matdi to hgl t h s cigarette Miguev brought 1 is 
clbo V into contact \ithsomethingsoft Helooked 
7 
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idly dt his nght elbo’V and hi fare mstanllv 
contoned bv a looV of as nnch horror as them h 
heh d -renas”^ besdehim On the step at the 
erv door laj a bundle Someth ng oblong, in 
». pe nas wrapped up in som thin — }udging by 
th feel of It a wadded qudt On end of the 
bundle was a httle open and th coUe<nate assessor 
palling in hia hand feU something damp and 
warm H leaped on to hi> feet m horror and 
loohed about him a cnimnal trvino to escape 
froa his warders 

Sh has 1 ft It he emttered wrathfnllj 
through his t«tb dencbuit, his fists Her t 
lies Here lies m uanserts.] a O Lord 

H was twnnb with terto an *-• ardsham 
\\'bat was h to do now > \\’hat would hi wife 
saj li sh loond out ^ What would his colleagues 
at th o^ce «a> ’ His Eicelleoov w uld be sore 
to him m th nhs goH w and at I con 
gratolate yon He-he-he Though yrrar 

beard xs grev jour heart is> gaj \ou are a 

ro^me. Sems n Erastos tch Th wh 1 col nj 
of 'ummeT Tailors would Itnow his t now 
ard p^b bl> the espectabi mothers of families 
would hut their doors to him Such mad ts 
always g t into the papers and th hmnbl nam 
of 51 gnev wou^ be published all ver Rtt'Sia. 

The middl window of th bunzalow was open 
and he could distinctly hear his wife, Anna Filip- 
povna. 1 ymffth t hi f-r 'upper m the yard dose 
to th pat \emiolav the porter was plaint ely 
Jumming on the balalaika The b by had nlv 
to wahe up and be«nn to cry and the secret would 
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be discovecetl Miguev \kas consaous q{ an o\er 
\ helming desire to make histc 

Haste haste he muttered this 

minute before anjone sees 1 11 carry it aw-ay 
and lay it on somebody s doorstep 
^Iiguev took the bundle m one hand and quietly 
with a deliberate step to a oid awakemng suspicion 
went down the street 

A wonderfully nasty position h reflected 
trying to assume an ir of unconcern A colle- 
giate assessor walking lo sti the street with a baby ! 
Good heasens I if anyone ecs me and unde stands 
the position 1 am done lor 1 d better put 

It on this doorstep No stay tf e indows 

arc open and perhaps someone is lookm Where 
shall I put U ? 1 knoi 1 11 take it to the mcr 
chant Myclkin Merchants ar rich people 

and tender hearted \ cry hkcly they mU say thank 
you and ad pt u 

\nd "Migu % made up his mind to take the baby 
to Myelkins althougl tl e m rchant s snlla was 
in the furthest street close to the river 

If only It does not b gin soeammg or i Tiggle 
out of the bundle thought the collegiate assessor 
This IS indeed a picas nt surpnse Here I am 
carrynng a human b iiio under my arm as though 
It wcie a portfolio A human bein<, alive with 
soul ith feelings like anyone else If by 

good luck tic 'lyelkins adopt him he may turn 
out somebody Maybe he will becom a 

professor a groat g nerai an author Any 

thing may happen Not 1 am carrying it under 
my arm like a bundle of rubbish and perhaps in 
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thirty or fcrtj j rs ! may not dare to sit down 
n his p'c<<nci; 

As Migu w waiving 1 'uanarro- deserted 
al}-^ a i ng f » of fences in the thick 

black had of tt I m t ■« it suddenly struck 
I n th t 1 Vias io n? som th ng scry cruel and 
criniina] 

H w rrean t Uy he thou ht So 
mea tl at on an t agir anything meaner 
Why ar v- 1 ft g thi poor baby from door to 
door > It n t t I It tl t It s been born It s 
loni. us no 1 ar \\ sc undr Is Ve 

tak our pi asu d tl ocert babies base 
t pay th per Itt O h t think of all this 
wretched biuincss I u ne wtd g and th 
cl Id has cru 1 f t befor t If 1 lay t at the 
My Luns door th y II send it to the foundling 
ho*p tal and there t wll gr i* p am ng str nger* 
n mechanical ttn olo no petting no 

spoil ng \nd then h 11 be ppjrent ctri t 

a shocm ker b .0 lak sn dnnk wQl learn 
to ose fiithy 1 ngu g will g h ngry A shoe- 
maker and I e th son of a collegiate assessor of 
good tam ly He my flesh nd blood 

Iifigues cam out of th shade of the lim trees 

I th bright moonbght of the open oad nd 
opening the bundle h looked at th b by 

Asleep h murmured \ou bttl rascal 
why y u nuquln noscl'k your father 
He sleeps and d'l^n I feel th t t his own father 
looking at him \ It a dram my boy 
Well well you Xust fcwg me Forgi me 
old boy It Vuns it s your f t 
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The collegiate assessor blinked and felt a spasm 
running down his cheeks He \vTapp<xl up 

the baby put him under his arm and strode on 
All the way to the kljelkins villa soaal question 
were s\ arming m his brain and consaence was 
gnawmg in his bosom 

If 1 were a decent honest man he thought 
I should damn everythiig go nth thi- baby 
to Anna Filippovna on my knees before her 
and say Forgive me I have sinned Torture 
me but we won t ruin aninnocent child Wehave 
no children let us adopt him She s a good sort 
she d consent And then my child \ ould be 

with me Ech 

He reached the Myelkins villa and stood still 
hesitating He imagmed himself m the parlour at 
home s tting read the paper w1 ile a little boy 
mth an aquiline nose play^ with the tassels of hi 
dress n<» goivn At the same time visions forced 
themselves on his brau of h s winking colleagi es 
and of bis Excellency di giiv him in the nbs ind 
gufiawin Beades the pncl ng of his con 

sacnce ther was something warm sad and tender 
in h s heart 

Cautiously the collegiate assessor hud the baby 
on the verandah step ndv aved his hand Again 
he f It a spasm run over his f ce 

Forgive me old fdlowt I am a scoundr 1 
he muttered Don t remember e il against me 1 
He stepped b ck but immediately cleared his 
throat resolutely and said 

Oh come \bat wiH I Damn it all ! 1 1! 
takelim and let people say what they like 
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Ml u V UK k 0 b and Uode rapidly baclc 

L* t then sat h t they like he t! ought 

U1 R at c (ill n mj kn rt and say Anna 
FhpfK na \nna w good «ort she 11 tinder 
land And well bring him up Kits 

Ik y c 11 11 h m \ ladimir nn 1 1( it s a gul we U 
call her Ann 1 Anyway it will b a comfort in 
ou old ag 

And he d d as I determ ned Wecpini; and 
almost (lint vntl si me and t rror lull of hope 
and vague raptur he ent i l his bungalow 
t ent up to his ife and (ell on his knees before 
her 

Anna Fil ppo -na he said nth a sob and 
he la d tl e baby on th floor Hear me before 
you punish 1 ha mned I Tl is j my 

child ^ ou remembe Agma ? W U t was 

the det 1 d 0 c m to it 

And almost unconsc oos with sh me a d terror 
h jumped up with ut ait ng for an rawer and 
ran out into the open air as th ugh h h d received 
a thrasl in 

1 11 stay here outside till she calls me h 
th ught 111 g eh tun to recoi r d to 
think it otc 

The porter rniolay pas ed h m ith I s bala 
laik gl need at h m and hrugged his sh ulders 
A in nute later he passed him gam and ca n he 
shrugged his sh ulders 

lleres a g I Did you eve h muttered 
grinning Aksmy the wa h rwoman as here 
j t now Serny n Er st tdh Th silly worn n 
put h r baby down on th steps h ad while 
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she w as maoors with me someone took and earned 
off the baby Who d have thought it 

What ? \\*hit are you saying ? shouted 
Miguev at the top of his voice 
Yermolav inter|ffeting h s mast r s vrath in his 
own fashion scratched his head and heav ed a sigh 
I am sorry Semyon Erastitch he said but 
It s the summer hohdays one can t get on 
without without a woman I mean 
And glancing at his master eyes glaring at him 
with anger and astonishment he cleared bis throat 
guiltily and went on 

It s a sir of course but there— v hat i one to 
do ? You ve fo bidden us to ha strangers 
in the house I kno v but vc none of our own 
now When Agnia as here 1 had no women to 
see me for I h d one at home but no you ca 1 
see for yours If r on cant help having 
stran ers In Agnia $ time of course ther was 
nothin irregular becaus 

Beoffyousoud I M "u v si outed at him 
Stan pmg and he vent back into the room 
Anna Filippovna amazed and vrathful was 
sitting as before her tear stained eyes fi-xed on the 
babv 

There 1 there I M gue muttered with a pale 
face t\ istin^ his bps mto a smile It was a 
]oke It s not my baby it s the washer 

womans 1 I v as jokin Take 

it to the po ter 
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Honoured Su Father and Ben fa tor I a pettj 
clerk called Nev'jTanmov was writing ar iigh copy 
of an Easter court tufatory leti r I tru t that 
you may spend this Holy Daj c en is inanj more 
to come m good 1 eiUh and jr uperity And to 
your family also I 

TheJamp ins licJ the kerosene was getting low 
was smotun and smelling A stray cockroach 
\ as running about the table in alann near >«evy 
razunovs ruing hand Two rooms awav from 
the offee Paramon the porter \a for the third 
time cl aning his best boots an 1 with such energy 
that the sound of the blacking brush and of his 
expectorations \ as audible in all the rooms 

What else can 1 ant to him the rascal ? 
NcNtTazmov wondered raising his eyes to the 
smi ttv celling 

On tl e ce I ng he saw a tlark circle — the shadow 
of il clamp hade Belox uwasthedustveormee 
andlox cr still Ihrw all \ hid ha 1 once been painted 
a blui h muldx colour \nd tl c ofTce seemed to 
1 im such a place of desolation that he felt sorry 
not only f r hii iscU but exen tor the cockroach 
SM CTt I am off duty I ^all go a x ay hut he II 
be on duty I ere all I Is coeVroxd If he thought 
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stret hsnp 1 am bored Shall I clean mj 
boots ’ 

And tret hi one nnw* SevjTazimov slouched 
iazil\ t the porter room Paramon had finished 
cl amng his boots Cr mg himsei nth one 
h nd and hold g th bru h tn the othe he was 
stand ng at the ope \ nd w pane list mng 
The\ r m ng he whi pered t Newrazi 
m V looking at h m will yesmt nt and wade open 

Alrea i> 

Sea-yraaim v pu 1 ar t th pen pan and 
UstenKl Th Vaster himes flo ted into tl c room 
with whn i i tih p mg ir Th booming of 
th b U mingled w tl th r unble of am ges 
and abr th ch os ( sound ros th bruk tenor 
t nes f th nearest chur h nd a loud shnll laugh 
^\'h l I t f peopl 61 hed Ne -yTaiunor 
looking down t the str'et wter shadows { 
men fitted on alte an th b> th U muiation 
lamps They t all t urryin t th midnight 
ser ace Our f U ws ha had a dnnk b\ 

now you may b sure and ar t [ling about th 
town \\‘hat lot f 1 i^hter wh t a 1 t f talk 1 
Imth only unlu ley on toha t ther nsu h 
a day And 1 ha t do tt ry year 

Well n bodv for cs y u t tak the job It s 
n t y our turn to be on duty to-d v but Z- stupo 
lured y u t take his pi WTien ther folks 
areenj yingthemsd esyoulaeyour If ut It 
greediness 

Devil a b t I it N t much to be fwcedv 
over — two oubles is all be gi\ es roe a necktie as 
— - Its po Tty not greediness 



SMALL PR\ 


3IQ 

And It would be joU> now jou know tobegoinp 
wjth a patty to the service and then to brecik the 
fast To drink and to hav e a bit of supper 

and tumble oft to sleep One sits down to the 

table there s an Faster cake and the samovar 
hissing and some diamuig Uttle thing beside 
jou You drink a glass and chuck her und r 

the chin and it s first rate You feel >ou re 

somebodv Edi h h I vc made a 

mess of things Look at that hussy drnmg by 
m her carnage while I have to s t here and 
brood 

We each base our lot m life Ivan Danilitch 
Please Go 1 you U be promoted and drive about 
m your carnag one day 

I ? No brother not likely 1 Shan t get 
beyond a titular not if I tty till I bur t I m 
not an educated man 

Our General has no education either hut 
Well but fheGenerafstofeahimdrcd thousand 
before he got his position \nd hes got >ery 
different manners and deportment from me 
brother Mith m> manners nd deportment one 
can t get far And so h a scoundi lly surname 
Nevyrazimov 1 Us a hopeless postion in fact 
One may go on as one is or one rr ay han^ one 
self 

He moved away fro n the window and walked 
wear Ij about the rooms The dm of the bells 
gre louder and louder There was no need 

to stand by the \ ndowtohearit Andth better 
he could hear the bells and the louder the roar 
of the carriag -s the darker seemed tl e muddy 
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w Usandtht muttycorn ccand thcmorelhelamp 
smoked 

'^hall 1 hook it and 1 ave the office ’ thought 
NevsTaz mo 

Buts hafligltproir sedn thwgworthha mg 
After coming out I ih office and wandenn 
bout th towTi B •>Taziinov Vtould have gone 
I mctohislodgi and mhis lodging it was even 
grejer and mo e depressing than in the office 
E n supposing h w re to spend that d y pleas 
antly and with c mfort wh t h d h bey nd ? 
Aothmg but the sam grey walls the same stop- 
g p d t> nd compl mentars 1 tters 

SewTa imov tood still n ih m Jdl of the 
office and sank nt tl ught The y arn g for a 
new better I f gn wed t h s heart w tl an ntoler 
able chc H had a pas onatc 1 n n t find 
himself sudd 'niy n tl st eet 1 mingle with the 
) ng crowd to take part n ii sol isn lest ity 
for th sake of whi h all those bell r clashm 
and those carr ges »er ombhng He Ion ed for 
wh t he ha 1 known m childhood — th family circle 
the fesUv faces of bis own pcop! thewhit d th 
light warmth He thought the amage 

n hich tl e 1 dy had just dnven by th overcoat 
in which the h ad clerk was so smart the gold 
chain that adorned th s cr tary chest He 

thought of arm bed of the Slant lav ordi*r 
of new boots of a nnif rm without holes in the 
elbows H thought of all those thin^ 

because he had n n of them 

Shall I steal ? h th n hi E\ a if stealing 
ts an easy matter h d ng s what s d fficult Men 
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stolen bi t the devil knows where that blessed 
America is One mu t have education even to 
steal it seems 

The bells died dov n He heird only a distant 
noise of carriages and Paramon cough while hi 
depress on and ai^er gre\ more and n ore intense 
and unbearable The clock m the office strick 
I alf past tw K*. 

bl all I WTitc a ecr t eport ’ Proshkm did 
and he rest rapidh 

Nevj’razimo s td \ not his table and pondered 
n 0 lamp m \ hich the k roscn bad quite run 
dry vas smoking lol titlv and thre ten ng to 
go out Tlie sir > cockroach was still run 
mng about the table and I d found no restin 
place 

One can alwaj's s nd m a secret report but 
ho V s one to make it up ^ I should want to 
make all sorts of innucnd cs and nsmuatioas like 
Pros! kin and f c n v do it If I made up an> 
thmp I si lid b the I r t to get into troubl 
I r it I m an as <1 mn m\ sii 1 

And N -^Tazimov r km his brain for a means 
of escape from his hopeless pos tion stared at the 
rough copy he h dwTittn The letter aswrtten 
to a m n horn he feared nd hated \ aih his \ hole 
soul and from 1 om ht had for the last t nytars 
been tryinc to v tii^ a post orti ighteen roubles 
a n onth mst d of th ne I e had it sixteen 
ro ibis. 

\h 1 11 t acl you to run here you devil 
He viciouslv slapped t! p Im of his hand on th 
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cockroaJi who had the nnsfortune to catch his 
eje Nasty thirij,' 

The cockroach f U on its back and wn gled its 
legs in despair Ne\-yraatnov took it fay one leg 
and threw it into th lamp The lamp flared tip 
ard spluttered 

\nd Nevyraaimos f It better 



requiem 
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Is the viiiag church of \crl»ij Zajrudv masi 
was just o\cr Tlie pi-opi had begun moving 
and •were trooping out of cturch The onij one 
who did not move was Andrey ^nd^CJ^tch ashop- 
keeper and old inhabitant of \CThn\ Zajruly 
He stood 1 itiiig ith I IS elbo v-s 01 tl e railing 
of the right cl oir Hi fat and shav t face cov 
cred Mtb indcntat o s left by projlrs expressed 
on this c ision t\ o c nt adictor^ feelings 
resignation m the f ce of me table destiny and 
stupid unbou dod dsdam for the smocks and 
stnpcd k rcl 1 f I assi ig by him As it was 
Sunday he was dressed like a dindj He wore 
a long doth \crcoat w th jelloi bon buttons 
blu iTou<icrs not tl ru t into hi boot and sturdy 
goloshes— the huge dums> goloshes only seen on 
tl c feet of pra tical and prudent persons of firm 
rehgi us con notions 

Ills torpid ejes sunk in fat were fixed upon the 
ikenstand H sav the longfamil ar fguiesof the 
saints tl e \ rger Matvey pufling out his cheeks 
and bio \ n out the cantUcs the darkened candle 
stands the threadbare carpet the samstan 
I-oj uho\ running impulsi from the altar and 
carrvnnstl c Uolv bread to the churchwarden 
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All these tilings he had seen for years and&e<*norer 
ando era amlikethefiTcfineersof his hand 
There was oiJj on thing howestx that was some- 
wh I strat^e ard imnsual Eather Gngory till 
tn fus estments was standing at the ncrth door 
tmtchirg his thick e>ebro«i-s angrtl> 

tVho IS t h J winkin® at ? tK)d bless him 
thought the shopkeepc' tnd h is beckotang 
nth hia finder Andhestampedhi-foot \V'h4t 
next Wh t the matter H 1\ Q'leeo and 
Stother tthom does he inean it for ’ 

Andtey A d >xtch looked roand an 1 saw the 
church wnpl t Jy deserted Ther were some 
ten people standing at th door but tbej had 
tbtir ba^ to the altar 

Do come when >00 ar called Why do you 
stud hie a graven unag he beard Father 
Gngory s aB«T> otce I am calling \tm 
The shopkeeper looked t Father Gn oty red 
and wrathful face and nit then reahaed that the 
twitd] ng ^elrows and beckonin fiacer might 
refer to him H started I ft the ailing and 
bcs tatingly walked towards th altar tramping 
with his h*^ T g loshes 

Andrey Andreyitch was t yon asked for 
jrayers for th test of Many as soul ’ asked the 
pnest hto eyes angrily transhxin th shopkeepers 
fat perspinOj, face 
Acs I ther 

Then it wss you wrote this’ Aoa ’ And 
F thcr Gn ory argnly thrust beto his eyes the 
1 lU note 

And on tbu hitle not banded in by Andrey 
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Andreyitch before mass was mitttn in big as it 
were staggering letters 

For the rest of tbe sool of the servant of God 
the harlot Mariya 

\e certainly I wrote it ans\ ered the 

shopkeeper 

How dared you wnteit ? wluspered the priest 
and m his husky whisper there was 1 lote of irath 
and alarm 

The shopkeeper look d at him in blank amaze 
ment he was pc plexed and he loo was alarmed 
Father Grigory had never in his hf spoken m si ch 
a tone to a lead ng resident of Ve hny Zaprudy 
Both were silent for a m note staring mto eadi 
oth r 6 face The shopkeeper s amaz ment was 
so great that hu f t face spread 11 all directions 
like spilt dough 

How dar^ you > repeated the pnest 

Wha what ? ask d Audrey Andreyitch 
m bewild rment 

You dor t undj’St nd> vhispered Father 
Gngory Stepp ig b km astorushir ent and clasp- 
ing h s hands What have you got on your 
shoulders a head or vime othe obje t? kousend 
a note up to th altar and \Tite a word in it which 
It \ ould b unseemlv even to utter in the street 
Why are you rolling your eyes ? Surely you know 
the me lui^ of the word * 

Ar you ret mng to th word harlot ’ mut 
tered the shopkeeper flushing crimson and blink 
in^, But you know the Lord m His mercy 
f rgave this very thu^ lorg ve a harlot 
He has prepared a place for her and indeed from 
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tlelife ftl h 1\ -unt M nja ofEg>pt oneroay 
see wli t sense tl e ord is i.scd — excuse me 
Ih sh pketper wanted to Imng for\ ard some 
ther arguin nt n his }ustificatt n but took fn bt 
nd w p<xl h s I ps with hi si e e 

So that s \ h t ^oo mak of it cned ratbff 
Gng j lasping his hands But you see God 
has f rg en I -~do you undestand? He has 
lorg en but you jud t her you slander he. call 
her by an un eenrdy nam and horn \ourown 
deceased d u htcr Sot only in H ly Scripture 
but en n V. Idly I terature you won t read of 
such a in 1 1 11 y u again Andrey you mustn t 
be o w ubtle So no you mustn t be over 

subtle b otl If God has giv n you an en 

quinng mind and f you cann i direct t better 
n t g nto thin*^ D n t go into things 
nd hold your peace 

But y ou kn w sh exco my mcnt on 
ng t was an a tress articulat d Andrey Andrey 
it5i o crwh Imed 

An ctress B twhate\cTsh was youought 
t fogettallnv h isd ad nstcadof vsnt n^U 
on th n t 

Just so the sh pkeeper ass nted 

It ou ought tod p nanc boomisi the deacon 
horn tb d pths of tl e altar look ng co temptu 
ously at Andrey Andreyilchs embarra ed fac 
thatwouldteachy lol veofib gsocle er 
\our daughter w a eQkn wn act ess Ther 
were ev n not es of her death in th newspapers 
Phi1o«opher 
To be sure 


c rtainly muttered th 
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shopkeeper the uord w not a seemly on but 1 
did not sa> it to judge her Father Gngory I only 
meant to speak spintually that it night 
be cl arer to jou for nhom you were praying 
They wite m the memorial notes the \’anous 
callings such a. the infant John the drowned 
s Oman F lagea the warrior \ egor tl murdered 
Pavel and so on I meant to do the same 

It was foolish Andrey God lU forgue 
you but beware anottcr time Above all dont 
be subtle but think like oth r people ^^ake ten 
bo s and go y our w a\ 

I obey said the shopkeeper reh led that the 
lecture was over and all vin^ his face to resume 
ita express on ol import ncc and dignity Ten 
bo w ? \ ery pood I understand But no \ 
Father allov m toaskvouafa our ^ee ng 

(hat I am anyway her father \oo know 
yourscll whatever she was sVe svas stiU tny 
daughter so I i rs excuse me meaning to 
ask you to s ng the requiem to-day \nd allow 
me to ask yo I 1 thetPeacon 

Well tints good said Palhcr Gngory 
taking on his vestments That 1 commend 1 
can approv e of th t Uell go your way Wewill 
come out immediatelv 

\ndrcy Andrcyntcl v nlkcd nth dignity from 
the altar and wntt a sol mn requiem like exprc" 
sion on 1 IS red face took his stand in the middle 
of the church The ver ct Mat ey set before him 
a little table with thememonal food upon it and a 
little later Ih requiem service began 
There was perfect stUInessm the church both 
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ing conld be heard trat U e metallic click of the 
censer and ow in®uw' hear Andrey 

Andreyitch stood the \erger Matvey the midwife 
Makarj vma and her one armed son Mitka There 
was no on Ise The sacmtan sang badly m an 
unpleasant hollow ba-s but the tune and th \ords 
wer so mournful that the shop eeper bttle by 
httlelostth eTprcssicmofdignityandwasplunged 
in sadness He thought f hts Masbntka, he 
remen bered she had b -en born w hen he was stiU 
a lackey in the service f th owner of Verhny 
Zapnidy In his busy life as 1 ckey be had not 
noticed how h s g t 1 had rtowti up That long 
ptftod during which $h was b m haped into a 
graceful creator witt \ bttle flaxen bead and 
dreamy eyes as big as kopeck p eces pa^ed un 
not ced by h m St e bad been brought up lik 
ail tl e children of fa ount lack ys in ease and 
comf ft in the company of the y ung ladies T1 « 
gentry to fill up their die tune had ta ght her 
to re^ to write to Ian he 1 ad had no hand 
in her bnnging up Only from tune to time 
casually meeting her at the gal o on the landing 
of th tair he would remember th t sh was hu 
daugMa and would so far as he had ie sure for it 
begin teaching her the pr yers and the scripture 
Oh venthenheh dtb reputat n of an authority 
on the cl urcl rules and the holy senptures ! 
rorb ddm" and tobd as her f ther s face v as 
yet the girl h tened eadily Sh epeated the 
prayers after him yawmi^; but on th other hand 
wb n b bes t ting and trying to rpress himsdf 
elaborately began tcUmg her sto es she was all 
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attention Esau s pottage the punishment o£ 
Sodom and the troubles of the boy Joseph made 
her turn pale and open her blue c>es wide 
Afterv.ards when he Rave up bem a lackey 
and with the money he had saved opened a shop 
ju the \Tllage Mashutkahad{,one away to Mosco v 
vith his master a family 

Three yeara before her death she I ad come to set. 
her father He had scarcely recognized her She 
was a graceful joung woman with tl e manner of 
a joung lady and dressed like one She talked 
cleverly as though from a book smoked and slept 
till middiy \Vhen Andrev Andrcyitch asked her 
nhat she was doing 1 e had announced looking 
him boldlv straight in the face 1 am an actress 
Sucli frankness struck the former flunkey as th 
acme of cyn jsm Mashutka had begun boasting 
of her sue es cs and her stage life but seemg that 
her father only turned cn nson and threw up his 
hands she eased And they spent a fortmglt 
to ether w thout speak ng or looking at one another 
till the day she went a vay Before she went away 
she asked her father to come for a walk on the bank 
of the uer I ainful as it was for him to walk in 
the hgl t of da> in the sigl t of all honest people 
with a daughter who was an actress h yielded to 
hu request 

W'hat a lovely place you live m ! she said 
enthusiast cally W 1 at taannes and marshes J 
Good I ea ens how lovely my native place 13 ' 

And she had burst into teats 
The place is simply taking up room 
Andr y Andreyitch had thought looking blankly 
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at th a c daa-hter s 

cs ‘Tb'^e is ca mae pro^t f-t tq them 
th-n iTJ'fc from a hQl gnat 

\-.d _e h-jJ and cned drawtn her breath 

greecJv with her wh tg cfce«t as iiiot.gfa be f It 

Jte Ud Krt a 1 q tJia I ft to breath 

A \iid-»^tcb shtx k. his h>ad lihe a hCTie 

that naa b-en bi ten jii t «tifle painftJ memcnes 
bcsaa raptdlv cros acv^lf 

Be irmdfcl O Lo'd h mattered, tf Thy 
departed ’=«^■a^ t** -a-l t Manj and forgive 

hersa_a voa-t—N r us oi atarv 
The u-afC'alt vt id* •dionjb.slps acaa. 
bet h d d n _ what ta Cncly c'^bedded 
intb cotsci a_3<- 1 be driven oat bs Fa ji«r 

Gn er^ sh'»taj _» cr eveo kxsxked u t br a 
call 5 & -^ed acd m bpered •^rne* 

thus. draiiCo deep breath wlii) ne-anE-ni 

TDtka was b.aodut, o er someihi..., 

VTht' ther is eo kc<*ss cot g-> f b*- 
tag, drtja-d t «wens*an. o er ^ hi» ruHt cheek 
with bi3 ha id 

B J=>h nsok cos ed up t* n the ». cd 
bathed la tb** broad socui:^ patch f suesh rc 
whidi C”t acres th gloocst 1 ^ rcptires* f 
the clrarch Acd it *-*eiced as t osi.h the «oul f 
th dead wcsaaa we'e Spo-nn^ th^ ssuili^ht 
t -grther with the Tl il, f s-^oke hi. 

a chUi curb edd.ed r oikI 4 ouad floatiBs, 
c pw a rua to the w_*dow and as u wej ho d. 4 
ajorf trtjca tb woes and tnjolatiOiO of whiiji 
tha porr «osd was faJ 
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It was bctvkecn nin« and ten o clock m thee cning 
Stepan the coachman Mihailo the house porter 
Alycishka the coachman s grandson, ^^tlo had come 
up Irom the village to sta> wuh his grandfather 
and Ntkandr an old man of sesenty who used to 
come into the yard cscry eveung to scU salt her 
nngs were sitting round a lantern in the big coach 
house pUytng kings Through the wide-open 
door could be seen the whole yard tie big house 
where the masters family lived the gates the 
cellars and the porter s lodge It was all shrouded 
in the darkness of night and only the four windows 
of one of the lodges whicl was let were brightly 
lit up Th shadows of tl c coaches and sieges 
Mlh th i shafts tipped up -ards stretched from 
the walls to the doors quivering and cutting aaoss 
tl c sha lows cast by He lantern and the players 
(In the other side of the thin partition that 
dm led tl coach h use from the stabl were the 
horses There as a scent of hay and a disagree 
ablesmcllofs Ithcnln scorning from old Nikandr 
The porter won and was km h ass tned an 
attUul such as was m hts opimon b httmg a 
king and ble hK nose loudly on a red checked 
handkerchief 
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I have orders to go to the police station to 
morrow said the porter There will be an en 
quiry But what do I know about it ? 

1 saw nothing o! u Ho cnlled me this morning 
gaic me a letter and said Put it m the letter 
box for me And his ejes were red % ith crying, 
Ills wife and cUldrcn were not at hone They 
had gone out for a walk So when I had gone \v tli 
tht letter he put a buHct into I is forehead from 
a revolver \\Tien I came back his cook was 
waihng for the whole yard tc hear 

It s a great sm said the fish hawker in a 
husky voice and he shook his bead apreatsm 
Prom too much I arrong said the porter 
taking a tnck Uis vits outstnppcd his vnsdom 
Sometimes he would sit vnting papers all mght 
PUy pe ant But he was a nice 

gentleman And so white-skinned black haired 
and tnll He v s a pood lodger 

It sev.ms the fair sex 1 at tl e bottom of it 
sa d the coacl rnan slappii^ the mne of trumps 
on the king of diamonds It s ems 1 c w*as fond 
of anoUer mans wif nd lishkrd his own it 
docs, h ppen 

The king rebels said the port r 
\t that moment there vas again a ring from the 
j rd Tl e rchellious king spat with vexation and 
went out Shadows like dancing couples flitted 
acros tl e V nndoN -8 of ll c lod e There was the 
sound of oiccs and 1 urried footsteps m the j'ard 
I supj'o<e the doctors hav come again said 
th coa hman Our Mihailo is run ofl I is 
legs 
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\ t an^e ym nj; vewe tang oi t (of a rrotn«tt 
jnthcau Alyeuhlcalooledui alim at ^ts grand 
till fff U e coacl man tj'ti at the wt>d nw and 
■aid 

H trokMrr ontl head at the gate 3 e»ter 
iaj and Saul Wlatd tti* lo sou ccne from 
Ixj ? Crandfatfcrr who was th t bowled jo>t 
now 5 

!lu grandlather tnmnwd th ti hi in tl e lantern 
and mad no a w« 

Tlem n s lust I tail littl later with a 
yawn. I! isli«t and hi til m r ruinfd.too 
It s a di^grare fur tua chiMrim frir the rest of tbc« 
1 o n w 

The porter -un ha k and i d wn bs tl e 
Urtcarn 

lie IS d ad h said Then ha c sent t tb 
almshouse Icr the old womoi to la> I im cn.t 

The kivd m of hea en ml elemal peace to 
hun whispered the coac&rra ani he crossed 
himself 

Looking at him Alsoshka crflsu.d btirself too 
\ ou can t pc s lor such a. him said ih £Lh 
hawker 

n 

Its a n 

That s true th portn assented Now his 
soul has gone straight to hell to tb d vd 

It s a in, r peated the &_h h wker such 
as be hare no funeral no requ era hut axe buned 
like camon with no respect 
The old roan put on his cap and got p 
It w'as th same thing at our lady s h said 
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puUing his cap on further \Vc «ere serf tn 
those daj’s the \our^er son of our mistress the 
Cenerals lady shot himself through the mouth 
Vpith a pistol from too much learning too It 
seem that by law such hi\e to be buried outside 
the cemetery without priests vithout a requiem 
service but to save JiSTace our lady >ou know 
bribed the police and the doctors and they gave 
her a paper to say her son had done it when del n 
ous not knowmg what he was doing \oucando 
anything inth money So he had a funeral with 
priests and e\ cry honour the music played and he 
was buried in the ch irch for the deceased General 
had built that church with his own money and all 
his family were buned ther Only this is what 
happened friends One month passed and then 
another and it was all ri ht Id th third month 
they informed the General s lady that the watch 
men had come ftom that same cnuith What did 
they want ? Th y were hrougl t to her they fell 
at her feet W e can t go on serving your excel 
lency they said Look out for other watchmen 
and graaously dismiss us \\ 1 at for ? No 

they said we can t possibly your son howls under 
the church all night 

Alyoshka shuddered and pressed his tace to the 
coachman s back so as not to sec the w ndowrs 
At first the General s lady w uld not listen 
continued the old man All this is your fancy 
you s mple folk have sudi notions sh said \ 
dead man cannot hovl Some time afterwards 
the watchmen can e to h r ^ m and with them 
the saenstan So the sacn tan too had heard him 
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L ■p- GcestJs ! dr saw that it was a 

faa*. ) b Js locked ha‘'eJ la ter bedreom wti 
the w ^ a H-rt. fnecd. hee are 
i« _ -'^’ea f e yf^ aad fT th-t go by 

c-£ t Q socre* ^ that no ctx hon J tea, «r see 
%o d-a ap OT cr- ppy *co. and borv tia sh 
jj c*_. ih» ce^e'ter \Ed I *"’''xse -he 
d u, ~ a al— . ^od the wa chT.en dsd 

-<. The t ce wt-> th insmpW'^ o- 1 1 . there 
to t-xs d-v bat h hiisse.f th Geceral <on. 
cr^ w th cec. e^ O turd {>^re cs 

od crar='^ta- 4 ^ b«i t.. lish £uw».er 

Tta’ IS oo» d » tc rea. when o" cur 

pc V fo* eceh p*op th -tcih* befo^ Tnatr 
\ OQ ntatc 1 ft -cTfe to be^ ar* f'*’ tb«r 
it h *. tea sm. b- w ffa th b3Ti> fx tie 
es cl L.4E- «0Td3 The Oeceral lade t&ed toco 
oat totheattts- oadi ererv th. e** d rs to f--d the 
Snri.A. Osce at th «ts»*rc.zds a 12^ doc sod 
des.y appeared it ras cp to th bre^ asd wa. 
sarfa a «e aD know what th t d ^ W32> Th 
Geseral Lsdv was like a balf-crar} (reattff* lx 
fi T dav after wa rds Js ceiier a cor drask. 

Ml at eoce she fdl on her kare* ta the garden 
aod jraved praved. Wed gcodbve 

freod- the b essmg ol Cod a..d th HeaTcclr 
\ t.4er be with Le* os go yonTl 

opeitbegaefc ire. 

Tbe fis«-bawker a.jd L-e jrrtti went cot Tfc 
coachman ard Mrcsidca went out too so as cot to 
be J ft ta th ccacfe-feosse- 

7i man was littog a.d b dead the 

fogchri a n . Jo<'»a_g towards th window^ where 



IN THE COACH HOUSE 241 
shadows were still flitting to and fro Only this 
morning he w s walking about the yard and now 
he 1 Ijing dead 

The time will come and we shall d c too said 
the potter walking away a ith the fish hai kir 
and at once they both an shed from sight in the 
darkness 

The coachman and Alyoslka aft r I m some 
what tiiUKlly sent up to th light d \ md ws 
A scry pale lady \ itl large t ar stainctl eves 
and a fne-lookint grey I ead^ n an w r moMng 
two card tables mto the middle ot the r om 
probably nth the intention of laving th d ad 
man upon them andontlcgr cn cloth of tie table 
numbers could still b s en written m chalk The 
cook, who had tun about the yard wadi ig m the 
morning v as now stand ng on a chair stretching 
up to tty and coset the looVcirij, glass with a 
towef 

Grandfather wt at arc th y doing > asked 
Alyoshk in a whisper 

Th y are lust g mg t lay him on tl e tables 
ans sored h grandfatl r Let us go child it 
IS bedtim 

Tl e cos hman and Myosl ka went back to the 
coaci house They said their prayers ard took 
off the r boots Stej an 1 y do\ n in a corner on 
the floor Alyosl ka in a sled e The door 0! the 
coach hoi sc veresbnt th e was 1 1 ornble stench 
from the extin mshed lantern A little later 
Alyoshka sat up and looked about him tliro igh 
the crack of the do r he could still see a li ht from 
thos 1 ghted windows 
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Grardfathcr I am frightened I be aaid 
Come go to steep go to Icep 
1 1 11 ou 1 am frtghtered 
Whatarej ufrigbten'^of ? WTiatababj 
The^ were s Imt 

Al> oshka suddenly jumped Out of the sledge and 
loudlj weeping ran to his grandfather 

What IS t ? What the matter Z cned the 
coachman m a fright gett ^ up aI»o 
He s howbng 
Who h wbn > 

I am fnghtened grandfather do juu hear ’ 
Th CO chman Ustened 
It s theu ajnng h said Come ' there 
bttle s 11> The> ar sad so thev are a>ing 
I want to go bom his grandwa went 

on sobb &g and tiembltng all o\er G and 
father let ur go bach to th lUage to mamciy 
come, grandfather dear God w 11 gi%e j-ou the 
feaseni) kingdom font 

\Nhat a siUj ah Come be qui t be quirt' 
Be qu et 1 will I ght the lantern. siUj 
Th coachman fumbled for the matches and 
lighted tl lantern But the h^ht did not comfOTt 
Alyoshka 

Grandfather St pan I t s go to the -fllag 
he besought h m weepm<» I am fnghtened 
her b oh bow frightened I am A d why 
did you bring m from th vill ge arciirsed 
man ’ 

Who s an accursed man ? "V cm mustn t use 
such disre«pect bl wwda t j-o !a ful grand 
father I shall whip you 
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Do v.hip me gr-mdfather do beat me like 
Sidorsgoat but only take me to mammy for Gods 
merc^ I 

Come come grandson come ! the coachman 
said kmdly It s all right don t be frightened 
I am frightened myself Say vour 

prayers 

The door creaked and the pwter s head appeared 
Aren t you asleep Stepan ? li asked I 
shan t get any sleep ail ni ht he said coming in 
I shall be opening and shutting til gates ill 
night \\ hat are you crying for Alyoshka ? 

He IS fnghte led tl e co dunan answered for 
h s grandson 

Again there was the sound of a waihng voice m 
the, air The porter s id 

They are cryit^ The mother cant b lieve 
hex eyes It s dreadful > ow ups t she is 

And 18 the fatli r there f 
Yes The father is all r ght He sits 

in the corn r and siys nothing They V a\ taken 
the duldren to rclati ns Well Stepan shall 
V V av e a ( ame of trumps 7 

Yes the coachman agreed scratching him 
self and you Alyoslika go to sleep Almost 
big enough to be married and blubbering you 
rascal Come go aloi^ grandson go along 
The presence of the porter reassured Alyoshka 
He \ ent not %cry resolutely towards the sledge 
andlydo n And wl ile be w as fallin asleep he 
heard a I alf \ hisper 

I b at and cover said his grandfather 
I beat and cover repeated the porter 
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Th bcU rang in th >ard the door txealed 
and seemed also saying I beat and cO'Cr 
N\'hen Aly rhk dreamed oi the gentleman and 
frightened I y his eyes jumped up and hurst out 
cry ng it was morning his grandfather was snor 
ng and the coach houseno longer seemed tembfe 
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Dukinc aH Ihe >eats I ha\e bevn liMnc; m th 
world I have oiilv three tunes been terrified 
The first real terror h ch made my h ir stand 
on end and made shivers ran all over me was 
caused by a trivial but strange phenomenon It 
happened that havin noth ng to do one July 
evenin I drove to the station lor the newspapers 
It was a still warm almost sultry evening like 
all those monotonous even ngs in July which when 
once they have s t n po on lor a week a fortnight 
( r sometimes longer n re ular unbroken succes 
Sion and are suddenly cut short by a violent 
thunderstorm and a lavish downpour of ram that 
refreshes everything for a long time 
The sun had set some time before and an un 
broken gr y dusk Ivy all over the land Th 
mawkislly sveet scents of tic grass and flowers 
vere heavy in the motionless sta^Tiant air 
I was dn ng in a rough trolley Behind my 
back the garden j: & son 1 ashka a boy of e ^ht years 
old whom 1 had t ken with me to look after tl e 
horse in ca- of necessity was gently snormg with 
his head on a sack of oats Our way lay along a 
narro v by road straight as a ruler whi^ lay h d 
like a great snake in the tall thi k ry Tliere was 
47 
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a pale b ht £r m the afterglow of sunset a treat 
f light cut IS waj tKocgh a narrow uncouth 
lock ng cl ud which seemed sometunes like a boat 
ard som tun -s Itk a man wTapped m a quilt 
I had dn eo a irul and a half or two nules 
when ainst the pale background of the esening 
plow there cam into s pht one after another some 
grac fnl tall popl a n er glinmered bejond 
them ard a gorgeous picture suddenlj as though 
bj magic lay tretched before m 1 had to stop 
th horse for our saoight oad broke oT abmptlv 
and ran down a steep md Oc otergrown with 
bushes W were st M g n the b Usidc and 
beneath u t th butt ro bv a huge hole foil of 
twilight of fantast hap^ and of space At the 
bottom of this hole, n a wid plain guarded by the 
poplars and caressed bv tb gleaming n cr nestled 
a sallig It was now sleep ng Ita huts 

its church w th th brifr> its uees stood out 
gainst the gre> t« Ii ht and wer feCected darkly 
in th mooth surface of th flier 

I waked Pashka (or (ear be should fall out and 
began cant ouslj g utg down 

Ha e w got to Luk •u * asked Pashka, 
lifttn^ his head lazUs 

\es H Id th eins 

1 led the h(»se down th full and looked at th 
iHage At th first glance o strang cucom 
tanc caught my attention at the ery t p of th 
belfrv m th tiny windoi between th cupola and 
th bells a U ht was twmkliog This light was 
Ilk th t of a mouWeting lamp at on m ment 
d> ng down at another fiickenng up ^\^lat could 
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tt come irom ? Its source was beyond my com 
prehension It could not be burning at the windo v 
for there were neither ikons nor lamps in the top 
turret of the belfry there was nothing there as I 
knew but beams dust and spiders webs It was 
hard to climb up into that turret for the passage 
to it from the belfry was closely blocked up 

It was more likely than aiything else to be the 
reflection of some outsile hght but though I 
strained my eyes to the utmost I could t it see 
one other speck of hght in the vast exp nst that 
lay before me There was no moon The pale 
and by now quite d m streak of the afterglow 
could not ha\e been reflected for the window 
looked not to the tvest but to the east These 
and other similar considerations were straying 
through my nund all the while that I was going 
down the slope with tl e horse At the bottom 
I sat down by the roadside and looked again at 
the light As before it vas gl mmenng and 
flaring up 

Strange I thought lost m conjecture 
Very strange 

And little by little I \ as o\ercome by an un 
pleasant feeling At first I thought that this vas 
vexation at not being able to explain a simple 
phenomenon but afterwards vhen 1 suddenly 
turned away from the light in horror and caught 
hold of Pashka with one hand it became clear 
that 1 w as o\ crcome with terror 

1 was scued with a fcehi^ of loneliness misery 
and horror as though I had bcei flung dovn 
against my will into this great hole f ill of shadows 
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where I was taw* all alone wi h tic tellrv 
koV _s it n- « th Its r<Hl nf 

Pa,h a I meA cb« ^ P’S r*TS in hotro- 
W el! » 

Pashka. «*• 1 5 tt t g eara..j; on th bciln t 

PdihVa loekcd oscf iTV bo Irr at t^c bellr^ 
and pa a j awr 
\ >0 ca- t I > 

This b»n f con es« n with the Ua rca-scred 
T- f« a hill bnt wt f T Ion Pashka secnj; 
r-> c*‘«.trjes tisierolhu t«f ejomupon tl 1 ht 
looked at tr a..i n t en cam t the h t 
1 an fnc te"«d b whi pe-ed 

At this point b»iKiec;\-^UtnibirrTCf Id tcled 
tie bo) with O' bard b ddled p to hun aad 
ga T th horse a vnUcrt Lsh 

Itsst jid lia«.t r"\-s<-'f TlJt p’'eo^ 
r'enon ts oals terr I t«au« I d n t i.ndef*taad 
tt ererj h g we <* o t or lers a.al » tn«tenoos. 

I tned to p^soaue ci\'«cll but at the sir“e tim 
1 did net leai od Ix-l tb h When we 
reached tb postt sta t •» I purjct-e y sta ed Icr 
a full hour ch ti wit th o\ »>«« and ead 
threngb two or thre- rewsps’^rs, but the fcdiCe, 
ol nseasiaess d-J tsot lea e we On lb wav back 
tb Lgbt was ot t be seen, bn* on the other hand 
the-ilb'r'e'tesolthebnt ottb poplars awlofthe 
bin up which I had to dn seeir^tots asthon h 
awmated Ar-d wh> the hght was th re I don t 
know to tbrs d t 

The second terror I expeneaced was excited bv 
a Cl. ctsnstasoc no less tn nai 1 was return- 

ing firon a ronOEtic tetstew It was on^ o dock 
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at night the time lahen nature is buried in the 
soundest sweetest sleep before the dawn That 
time nature was not sleeping and one could not 
call the night a still one Corn-rakes quad 
nightingales and woodcocks were calling crickets 
and grasshoppers were chirruping There was a 
light mist o\er the grass and cloud were scurry 
mg straight ahead across the sky near the moon 
Nature was awake as thou h afra d of missing 
the best moments of her life 

I walked along a narrow path at the very edge 
of a railway embankment The moonlight gh 1^ 
over the lines which vcrc already covered with 
dc V Great shadows from the clouds kept flitting 
over the embankm nt Tar alead a dim green 
light was gUmmenng peacefully 

*0 everything is well 1 thou ht looking at 
them 

I had a quiet peaceful comfortable feeling in 
my heart I i as returning from a tryst I had 
no need to I urr> I was mt sleepy and I was con 
soous of >outh and health in everv sigh every 
step i took rousing a dull echo in the monotonous 
hum of the nigl t 1 don t know what I was feel ng 
then hut I remember I vas happy veryhappj 

I 1 ad gone not more than three quarters of a 
mile vhen 1 suddenly heard behind me a mono- 
tonous ound a rumbling rather I ke tl e roar of a 
great stream It gr v louder and louder every 
second md sounded nearer and nearer I looked 
round a hundred paces from me was the dark 
copse from which I had onlv just come there the 
embankment turned to the right m a graceful 
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ur d anished am “o I stood 'tiB 

la pe'pl xitj and waited A hu e black body 
ppeared t Trceat iheicm nouiK darted towards 
me ard w th the Yiftness f a bird fiew past me 
aloTo th rails Less than half a minute passed 
ard th blur had vanished the rumble melted 
awa) into the noise of th night 

It was a ordmare goods truck There was 
n thii^ peculiar about it in itself but its appear 
an e with nt an ngine and in the night puizled 
me \\'hcre ould it ha come from and what 
force s nt It fi\ ag so r pdly al ng the raih.^ 
Where did t come from and where was it 
flya t 

If I h d been sspersutioos I should have made 
up mv mind t «-as a party of demons and w tches 
jourcevic t a denb sabbath and boold have 
f ne on my w y but as t as the pbeDOmeoon 
was absolntely isexplicable to me I did not 
bcliev m eyes, and was ent ngled m conjectures 
1 a fi\ m a sp der s w b 

I suddenly realized th t I was utt !y al q on 
the wh 1 -ast plain that lb night which by now 
seemed uihospttabl was peepm mto m> f^e 
and dogeing my foot teps ail th souneb the 
cnes of th bir^ th whisperings of the trees 
seemed minister and ensting simply to alarm mj 
imaginati n. I da-hed n ! ke a madman, and 
without realm g what I was d mg I ran, trying to 
ran faster and faster And t once I heard some- 
thing to which 1 had paid no ttention before 
that IS, the fJainti wiumsg of the telegraph 
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This IS beyond evwything I said trying to 
shame mvseU It s cowardice I it s silly 
But coi\ardice was stronger than common sense 
I only slackened my pace when I reached the green 
light where 1 saw a dark signal bo\ and near it 
on the embankment the figure of a man probably 
the signalman 

Did you see it ? 1 asked breathlessly 
See whom ? What ? 

Why a truck ran by 

I saw It the peasant said reluctantly 

It broke awav from the goods tram Ther is 
an incline at the mnetieth nuie the tram is 

dragged uphill The coupling on the last truck gave 
'A'ay so It broke od and ran back There is 
no catching it now 

The strange phenomenon was explained and its 
fantastic character vanished My panic was over 
and I was able to go on my way 
My third tnght came upon me as I was going 
home from stand shootmg m early spnng It was 
in the dusk of evemng The forest road was 
covered with pool from a recent hower of ram 
and the earth squelched under one s feet The 
cnmson glow of sunset flood<^ the whole forest 
colouring the white stems of the birches and the 
young leaves I was exhaust’d and could hardly 
move 

Pour or fiv e miles from home walking along the 
forest road I suddenly met a big black dog of the 
water spamel breed As he ran by the dc^ looked 
intently at me straight m my face and ran on 
A mce dog l 1 1! ought Whose is it ? 
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1 looked round Thedog wasstanding Jen pares 
oH with h»s e>e5 fixed on me For a minute we 
scanned each other msdence thenthedog probably 
fialtercd bj mj tiention cane slowly up to roe 
and wagged his tail 
I walked on th dogf 1{ nn roe 
tVTiose dog an It be I kept asking myself 
W h re docs h me fr m ? 

I kne all the count y gentry for twenty or 
thirty miles round and kne all their dogs Not 
ne of them had a spaniel 1 k that How did 
be come to be ui tb d pths ftb f est onatrack 
used f r noth n but caning timber ? He could 
hardly ha o dropped bet nd scroeon passing 
through (or ther was nowh r for the gentry to 
driv to along that oad 
1 sac do m on a tump to rest and began sou 
tiniring my ompamon He too sat down 
raised h s head and fastened upon me an int nt 
stare H g ed t m w (bout bbnking I don t 
know whether t ras the influ nc of th tillness 
th shad ws and sounds of lh fo est or perhaps 
a result of xh ust on but I suddenly f It uneasy 
unde the steady gaa I his ordinary do"gy eyes 
1 thought of Faust and hts build g and of the fact 
that nervous people sometimes when exhausted 
ha h^ucmatioos That was en ugh to make 
me get up hurriedly and hurriedly walk on Th 
dogf llowedm 

Go away 1 hooted 

Th dog pr b bl> hked my ce for he gave a 
gleeful jump and an about m front of me 
Go a ay 1 1 shouted again 



P\1S1C rE\RS 255 

The dog looked round stared at me intently 
Wid wagged his tail good humouredly E\ndently 
my threatening tone amnsed him I ou ht to 
ha\e patted him but I could not get Faust s dog 
out of my head and the fechns of panic grew 
more and more acute Darkness \ as coming 

on which completed my confusion and every 
time the dog ran up to me nd hit me with his tail 
like a coward I shut my eyes The same thing 
happened as with the h ht 1 1 th belfry and the 
Iru^ on the railw y I could not stani it and 
rushed a\ay 

At home I found a wsitor an Id friend who 
after greetin'' me began to complain that as he 
was dnvmg to me he had 1 $t his ay m the 
forest and a splendid valuable dog of liis had 
dropped bel ind 
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I 

It V as a dark autumn night The old banker was 
walkm up and down his study and rcm mbenng 
how fifteen years belort he had given a party one 
autumn evening T1 ere had been many clever 
men there and there h d been interesting c nvjsa 
tions Among otter things they had talked of 
cai ital punishment The majo ity of th guests 
atnon^ whom were many journalists and Intel 
lectual men disapproved of th death penalty 
They considered that form of punishment out of 
date immoral and unsuitable fo Christian States 
In tl e op mon of some of th m tl e death penalty 
ought to be replaced cveryv here by impn onment 
for life 

I don t agree v ith you said their host the 
b nker I ha e not trn^ either the death penalty 

0 imprisonment for life but if one nay judge 
^priori the d ath p naltv is mor moral and more 

1 umane than m pri onn ent for lit Capital 
pumslment kill a mai t one but hf lonj, im 
jmsonm nt kill h m lowly W ich execution r 
1 the more humane be v 1 o kill v u in a few 
m nutes or he who drags the life out of you in the 
course of many years ? 

59 
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Bothar equallviiniroral obsmedoneoftbe 
guests for thcj both have the same object — to 
tale a\ y life The State is not God It has not 
the nght to tale a\ aj what it cannot restore 
hen it wants to 

\mon«' th guests was a yot.ng lawyer ayoun 
man of fii and twent\ When he was asled 
his opini a h said 

The death nten and the hfe sentence are 
eqnallv imiroral but if I had to choose between the 
death pcnaltt and unpnsomnent for 1 te Is ould 
certainly choos ih sxond To h e anyhow ts 
better than not at all 

\ Ut ely di^ss on arose The banker who was 
jounger and more ocnous in those day's was snd 
denly earned a\ ay by totement he struck the 
t bl with his G. t and houted ttb young man 
It s not true 1 11 bet > u t o millions you 
wouldnt tay m <ohtary confinement for five 
years 

If you mean th t m earnest said the young 
man. I'll take a bet but 1 would stay not fi e 
but fifteen y ear 

Fifteen ^ Don cned tb banker Gentle 
men. 1 take two milli ns 

Agreed \ n tak your milhons and I stak 
my freedom said the young man 

And this wild sei><icles bet was earned out 
The banker spoilt and fn olous with milliODS 
bey nd his reckonii^ was delighted at th bet 
Ats- pperhemadefimof th youn maiuandsaid 
Think bette of K y n g r an while there is 
till tune. Tom twomiUi nsareatnfle but you 
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are losing thre or lour o! the best vears of your 
life I say three or four because jxiu woi t sta> 
longer Dont forget either jou unhappj man 
that \oluntary confinement i a great deal harder 
to bear than compul ory The th ught tl at y u 
ha\ e the right to step out in liberty at any moment 
will poison jour whole existence m pns n I am 
sorry for jou 

And now the banher walking to and fro re 
m mbered all this an 1 asked hims If What 
was the object of that bet ? \\ h t is th good of 
that man s losing f ftcen years of his life and m> 
throwing away two millions? Can it prove th t 
the death penalty is better or worse than impn on 
meat for life ? ho no It vat all nonsensical 
and laeamngless On my part it was the capnee 
of a pampered min and on his part simple peed 
for money 

Then he remembered vvhat folio ed that even 
lag It was decided that the young man should 
spend the years of his cap liv ity under tl e strictest 
supCTvis on m one of the lodges m the banker s 
Sard n It was agreed that for hftcen years he 
should not be free to cross the threshold of the 
lodge to see human beings to hear the human 
voice or to rect ve letters and newspapers He 
was allowed to have a musical instrument and 
books and was allowed to write 1 tiers to drink 
wine and to smoke By the terms of the agree 
ment the only relations he could have with the 
outer wo Id were by a little window made pu j osely 
for th t object He ml ht have anythi g he 
wanted — ^books musi wine and so on — m any 
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quantity h desired bv writing an order but could 
onIjrece\eth m through the vnndow Theagree 
ment pro -ided for c ery dct ul and every tnfle 
thatwouldm kehi imprisonment strictly solitary 
an 3 bound the young man to stay there exactlv 
fifteen years banning f om twelve odock of 
Nq\ mber 14 iSyo and end ng at twelve o dock 
of November 14 1883 Fhe shghtest attempt 
on hi part to break the condit ons if only two 
rmnutes before the end r leased th banker from 
the obhgation to p y him two millions 
Forth fir tyearofhisconfinenient as far aa one 
could julge (r m his br I notes the prisoner 
suflered se rely from Ion 1 ne* and dej ress on 
The sounds of th p ano uld be heard ontinually 
day and night f om his lodge He efused wine 
and t b co Wme h wr te exutes the desues 
and desi es are th worst foes of th prisoner 
and bes des nothing could be m e dreary than 
dnnking good win andseei g no one And tobacco 
Spoilt th air of his 00m In tl e fir t year the 
books he sent for w r p inapally of a light char 
acter nov Is with a compbeated I ve plot sensa 
t onal and fantasti st nes an 1 so on 
In th econd y ar the pi n was il nt n the 
lodge and the s tier asked only fo the class cs 
In the fifth yea music was udibl gam and the 
prisoner asked for wine Those who w tched him 
through the window said that all th t y ax he 
spent doing n thing but e t ng and dnnkin nd 
lying on his bed f equcntly y vmng and angnly 
talkin to himself He d d n t r ad books 
Som times at lught h would s t d wn to wnt 
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he ^^ould Spend hours \Titmg and »n the morning 
tear up all that he hid vmltco More than once 
he could be heard crying 
In the second half of the sixth j car the prisoner 
began zcalouslj studjing languages philosophy 
and bstory He thrcN himself eigcrlv into these 
studies — so much so that the banker had enough 
to do to get him the books he ordered In 11 e 
course of four jears some six hundred solumes 
were procured at his request It was dur ng this 
period Hat the banker teceued the following 
letter from his prisoner 

My dear Gaoler I wnte you these lines m si\ 
languages Show them to people who knew the 
languages Let them read them If they find 
not one mistake I implore you (0 fire a shot in the 
garden That shot vill show me that my efiorts 
base not been thro vn away The geniuses of all 
ages and of all land speak different languages but 
the same flame burns in them att Oh if y ou only 
knew wl at unearthly happiness my soul feels now 
from b mg able to understand them The 
prisoner s desire was fulfilled The banker ordered 
two shots to be fired mth garden 
Then aft r tl e t nth year th prisoner sat im 
moval ly at the table and read nothing but tl a 
Gosp>,l It 5 med strange to the banker that a 
man wl o n I ur y cars bad mastered six h indred 
learned i lumes should waste nearly a year over 
one th n book asy ol comprehension Theology 
and histones of rel gton followed the Gospels 
In the last two year of his confinement the 
pnsoner read an immense quantity of books quite 
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indiscnmmatelj At one time he was busy with 
the natural fences then he would ask for Bjxon 
or ‘“hakespeaie There were notes m which he de- 
manded t the sam time books on chniustry 
and a manual of med cine and a novel and -ome 
treatise on philosophj or theology His reading 
sUegested a iran swimm n in the sea among the 
wxeckage of his sh p and trjnn to at e his bfe 
by greedily clutching first at one spar and th n at 
another 

II 

The old banker membered all this and thought 
To-tnorrow at twel e o dock he will regain his 
freedom By our agreement 1 ought to pay ban 
two null ons If 1 do pa> him it is all o er with 
m 1 shall be utterh ruined 

Eifleen years befor hisnulhonsbadbeenbeyond 
tus reckoning now he was afraid to ask hims»If 
whid wee greater hsdebt or his assets t>es- 
perat gambling on tb Stock Exchange wild 
specnl ti n and the excitablit> which h could 
not get over even m adv nang jears had 
degrees led to the decline of his fortune and the 
proud fearles. seHconfid nt nuUionai e had 
become a banker of middlmg ank tremblii^ at 
every nsc and fall m bis investments Curbed 
bet muttered tie old mao dutching his 1 ^ 
m despair NNTiy d dn t tb man di > He is 
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same sentence lam indebted to jou fortl ef appi 
ness of tny hfe let me help you 1 No it is t x> 
much ! The one means of being saved from bank 
niptcy and disgrace is the death of th t man 
It struck three odock the b nker listened 
cvcrj'one was asleep w\ tie house atidn Uung could 
be heard outside but tl e rustling of the chilled 
trees Trying to make no noise he to* W from a 
fireproof safe the key of the door uh h had not 
1 . been opened for fifteen years put on hi o ercoat 
and went out of the house 
It was dark and cold m the garden Ram was 
fallmg A damp cutting wand was racing about 
garden howling and giving th trees no rest 
The banker strained his eyes but could sec neither 
the earth nor the wt ite statues nor the lodge nor 
the trees Coing to thesjwt where the lodge stood 
he twice called the watchmai No answer followed 
Evidently the watchman had sought shelter from 
the weather and was now aslc p s m where ither 
tn the kitchen or m th greenhouse 

If I bad the pluck to airy out my ntcntion 
thought the old man suspicion would fall first 
upon the watchman 

He felt in the darkness lor the steps and the door 
and went into the entry of th lodge Then he 
groped his way mto a btti passage and bghted a 
match There was not a oul there There was 
a bedstead with no beddin on it and m the comer 
there was a dork cast iron stove Th seals on 
the door leading to the prison r s rooms \ ere 
mtact 

^Vhen the match went out the old man trembling 
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•\th emotion peeped throu h llie little window 
\ canil \a burning diml> m th prisoners 
room He was sitting at the table Vothingcoull 
be ocn b t hi back the hair on lus head and his 
land Open books were lying on the table on the 

two easv cli ir^ and ft the carpet near the tabic 

Fi c mi lutes pa-sed and the prisoner did not 
one stir F fteen y ars imprisonment had taught 
him to sit still n bank tapped at the window 
with his finger and th prisoner m de no move- 
ment hate cr in r«pon»c Then the banker 
cautiously broke th scaJ ff th door and put the 
key nth k \hole Th r t> lock gaa e a grating 
sound and th doo aeaked Th banker ex 
pectedtohar t nc (ootst ps ai d a ay ol aston 
ishment but three minutes pa» cd and it vas as 
quiet as ever m the room H made up bis mind 
to go in 

At the labl a man uni k o d narv people wa- 
sitting motionless He vas a skel ton w tb the 
tin drawn tight over his bon» nth long curb 
like a woman s and a sh ggy bear 1 His face 
was5elIowW':thanearthy(inC init hischeekswere 
hollow his back long and narrow and tb hand 
on wt id his shaggy bead wa. propped \ as so thin 
and d Ji ate that it was d eadful to look at it 
His hair was alreajy st eaked w th sil er and 
se«ng his emaaated a^ed look e lac no one 
would h ve believed that he was only forty 
H was asleep In front of his bowed head 

there lay on the table a sheet of paper on which 
there wassoroeUing written ui fine hand \t ting 
Poor aealur t fhougl t the banker he is 
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a.leep and most bfeelj dr^ammg of the millions 
And I ha\e only to tal-e this half-dead man throw 
him on the bed stifle him a little with the pillow 
and the most con«cientious expert would find no 
sign of a \ lolent death But let us first r ad what 
ht has wntten here 

The banker took the page from the t ble and 
read as follows 

To-morrow at t cKe o clock 1 rega n m> free- 
dom and the right to associate with other men 
but before I lease this room and see the sunshine 
1 think it necessary to say a ie i ords to vou 
\\ith a clear coiuaence 1 tel! \ou as b fore God 
\ ho beholds me that I de-pi e freedom and life 
and health and all that m y our books is call -d th 
good things of the orld 

Tor fifteen years 1 base been intently studying 
earthly life It is true I haic not the earth 
nor men but in j-our books 1 have drunk fragrant 
vine I base sung songs I ha e hunted stags and 
wild boars n the forests ha e 1 icd lomen 
Beauties as tl ereal as clouds created b\ the magic 
of your poets and gemuses have s sited m at 
raft and ha e whispered m my ars wonderful 
tales th t ha\e et try brain in a whul In your 
liooks I have climbed to the peaks of Elburz and 
Mont Blanc and from ther I ha e seen the sun 
nse and ha e w atched it at e emng flood the sky 
the occ n and the mountain tops \ nth g Id and 
crimson 1 has c s atcl cd from there the lightmng 
flashin over my heal and cleaving the storm 
cloud 1 has seen green forests felds risers 
lakes tossnis I lase I card the smgm of the 
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5 cn3 ^ i th str iis o/ the sj epherds pipes 
Ml i hxi the m s of cornel) deviL who 
0 w d wn t -on\ rsc vnth me of God In 

)ou bcK k I V \ dung myself into the bottomless 
jit pirl rtned m rades si in burned towns 
pr ach -d nev, religions conquered \ hole king 
d m 

\ our books \ a\c gi en me w sdom AU that 
the unresting tho ghi of man 1 as created in the 
ages IS compT "ssed into a small compass m my 
brain I know that ( im wi^r th n all of you 

And I desp >e y books I despise wisdom 
and the bles of tl n i rid It is idl worthless 
fl'etng Illusory and dec pt e like a mirage 
\oumi) b p o i -be and fin but death wdJ 
wipe you on the ( c of tl e earth as th u b you 
were no more than mic burro nng und r the floor 
and your posterity joirhisliry \ our immortal 
geniuses will burn or f ca to ether with the 
earthly globe 

\ou ha e to t y u eason and taken the 

WT n p th \ou ha i k n hes f truth and 

hidcoitsness for beauty ko would marvel if 
owing t strange esent of some sorts fro*^ and 
hoards suddenly gre\ on apjle and oran tre® 
nstead of fruit t I roses be an t smell 1 ke a 
sweatin^ horse so I maiv I at you who exd ange 
hea n for eartl I dont want to understand 

> u 

To prose t you in act on ho I de'pise all 

th t you U by 1 cnouuc the two m Ihons f 

whchlonc dreamed as of pa ad ac and hi bn w 
1 desp se To depns mysetf of th ht to tl 
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money I shall go out from here five hours before tl e 
tune fixed and so break the compact 

^Vhen the banker had read this he laid the page 
on the table kis cd the stran e man on the head 
and went out of the lodge weeping At no other 
time even when he had lost heavily on the Stool 
Exchange had he felt so great a contempt for 
himself When he got home he lay or h s bed 
but his tears and emotion kept him for hours from 
sleeping 

Next morning the watchmen ran m \ ith pale 
faces and told him they had seen the man \ho 
lived in the lodge climb out of the wnndow into 
the garden go to the g te and d sappear The 
banker % ent at once \ ith the s r ants to the lod e 
and made sure of the flight of hi prisoner To 
avoid arousing unnecessary talk he took from the 
table the wTiting m \h ch the millions ere re* 
nounced and v hen he got home locked it up in the 
fireproof safe 
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A SALE o{ flo\ ers vtas laV. piac m count N & 
gtectJiouses Tli purchasers s cr fe v in numbe 
—a landosTier who \ as a neighbour o{ m ne a 
young timber merchant and mys If W hile th 
workmen vrcre carrying out our magn bcent pur 
ha es and packing them into the carts we sat at 
the entry of the greenhou e and chatted about 
one th n and another It is extremelj pleas at 
to ait m a garden on a still April morning listen 
ing to the birds and xvatchins the flo\ era brought 
out into tl open air and basking in the sunshine 
The head gardener Mihail Karlov itch avener 
able old man with a full shaven face wearing a 
fur waistcoat and no coat superintended tl e pack 
ing of th plants himseU but at tie same tune 
h listened to our con ersation m the hope of 
hearing somethin new He was an intelligent 
eiy good hearted man respected by everyone 
He V as for some reason looked upon by every 
one as a German though le was m real ty on his 
father s s de S\ edish on his mother s side Russian 
and attended the OrthodoT church He knew 
Rus an Svedih and German He had read a 
good deal in those langu^es and noth ng one could 
do gave him greater pleasure than I ndit^ him 

1 n 9 
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iom v. lx V T laltar;, to him for instance 
about 

If 1 d h \ akie'-vs but tl cj ucrunnocent 
h callal hin-elf tl e I ni gardener thou h 
tier V. o rd T gird rm tl c^rfcssicn 
f hi f c w u osuall% digm&ed and haughtj 
f couid n t t 1 j to be contrad cted. and fifced 
1 t> list n'd t ith espcct and attention 

n at jount I U M th rc 1 n recommend to 
\uu 05 an awful rascal d my neighbour 
po nling to a Ubo er w ih wartl y gipsy face 
who dro # b\ w tl tl V. t 7 barr 1 Last weeV. 
h w 5 tried n tl t i ftr burglary and was 
acqaitted tl s pronounced 1 m m ntally de* 
rarged ar 1 y t look at 1 m I » tl picture of 
health ScourdreU ar cr\ oft n a q utted now 
ad '« I Ruv la on gr ur 1 of ab ormahty aad 
aberration y t th»seacquitt U these unmistakable 
proofs of in indulgent ititud to cnrrj lead to 
no good Tl y d rr ral le tb ma_se5 U e sense 
of ]i St ce IS blunted in all as th y bccotn accus- 
tomed to seeing t unp msled and you know 
in cmr a^e on m y brldl •►ay n the words of 
Shakespear that m our e il nd co rrupt age virtu 
must a-k forgi eness of we 

That s cry tme tl e mwch nt a-sented 

Owing to these frequent cqu Hals mu-der and 
arson has becoro muef mor coirmon Ask 
the peasants 

M hail Karlosnt h turned t w arcL. us an i said 
As far as I am concerned gentlemen I am 
alwaysi delighted to meet w th these verd ts of 
n tguiUy lamn tafr id f<» moral ty and josl ce 
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when they ay Not guilty but on the contrary 
I { el pleased Even whm my conscience tell 
me the jury ha\ e made a irastahe m acquitting the 
criminal e\ en then 1 am triumphant Judj, for 
yoursehes gentlemen if the )udgC3 and the jurj 
have more faith m t tan than in evidence material 
proof and speeches tor the prosecution is not that 
faith »« t»a i in itself higher than any ordinary con 
siderations ? Suchfaithisonly attainable by those 
few who understand and feel Christ 
A fint thought 1 said 
But it 8 not a new one 1 rem mbtt a verj 
long time ago 1 heard a legend on that subject 
A very charming legend sai 1 the garden r and 
hesmiled 1 wastold it by mv grandmother my 
father s mott cr an cxcellcrt old lady She told 
me It m Swedish and it do s not so ind so fine 
so classical in Russian 

But we beggod him to tell it and not to be put 
off bv the coarseness of ih Russian language 
iluch gratified he deliberately 1 bted his pipe 
loohwl angriU at the labourers and began 

There settled m a cert ihhttl tosnasohtary 
plain Id rly gentleman called Thomson or Wilson 
— but that docs not matter th surname s not 
tic po nt He folios ed an honourable prof'^on 
he as a doctor He was always morose and un 
soaable and only spohe when required by his p o- 
fession He nc er visited anyone never extended 
1 IS acquaintance beyond a sdert bow and Uved 
as humbly as a hermit The fact vas he was a 
learned man and in tbos days learned men w re 
not 1 ke other people Thqr spent their days and 
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w tsn tjcn nreadir asiinleaL^ 

W«J cpon evtnnFjnt, Jv « tnvtil 
nJtadnoti--etow33 awcni tt i-Lab, 

!tt twtt unlmioodtF s arJ triodrot towcrO 
him with tl ni \ni ts an4 e~*pt\ chatter 'TheJ 
were er> gJ d that God Fad ^ert th m at last a 
man could F al dtAi^ anj i^cre jeoad tl^t 
st.ch re~ia kahl man was li m? m tb«r tinrfl 
H knot's e\TntF •« tFej s _1 about him 

B tthatwa. m««w h ou^SttohaV* 

aid a-'O Hr li m everxone Ift the breast 
tl at leaned m n tbrr beat a wviraStilol argtbc 
heart TFscct h th pcop^ { thj town ww* 
trar-sr-s and m hi own he los-ed tlrtn 

like child, n a.d did n t spar hirnsc! lor tboii 
He was h*is3>l! 0 with consumption he had * 
ocwgh b* t when b was sanironed to the c*. he 
iorgot bis erwa illaes h ddr t pa, himseU and 
gashing treath p tl h Ls how* -ft 

h-ghtlej CBghtbe H «Ls tg-rd-d the Jtrj hes 
andth cold <3esf sed thirst and burger He would 
accept no money and ir eg to say when one <*I 
his patients died h tsoald f Low the coSn wi h 
the re^tions weep r 

And soon he becane so lajcessary to th town 
that the inhabitants wo-der«dh wthet conldlat® 
got cn b^f«jre without the man ‘Thetr grat tude 
knew no bounds Grown up peopl and chfldrcti 

good and bad al k bocesi meii an^ cheats aU 

m fact espected him and knew hi yalae la the 
bttl town and all th sarroundm, n hbourhood 
there was no man who wtrold allow hia^f to do 
anythin^ d.s greeabl to him mdired they would 
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never have dreamed of jt Wlcn he came lut 
ol his lod m he never fastened the doors or 
V inlo s incomplete conf deuce that there was no 
thief who could hnng him elf to do him wrong 
He often had m the course of his med cal duties 
to \ alk along ti c highroa Is tl rou h the forests 
and mountains haunted by nui b rs of hungrj 
vagrants but he felt that he asm perfect security 

Onemght he wasTcturnmg film a patient when 
robbers fell upon him in the forest but vhenthey 
recogmred him they took off their hats respectfully 
and offered him somethmg to e t \then he 
ansvered that I c was not hungry they gave hun 
a warn t p and accompanied hi n as far as the 
to m 1 appy that fat I ad gi cn them the chance 
m some small way to show their gratitude to the 
benevol nt man Well to be sure my grand 
moth r told me that even th horses and the co -s 
and tl e dogs knew him and expressed thtir joy 
when tl ey met him 

And this lan who seemed by his s n titv to 
have guarded himself from every cval to vhom 
even brigands and fren icd men wished nothin 
but good was one fine morning found murdered 
Cov ered ith blood a th bis slmll broken he was 
lying n a ravine and his pale face wore an expres 
s on of am zement Yes not horror but amaze- 
ment vas th emotion that had been fixed upon 
his face when he saw the murderer before lum 
\ou can magine the grief that overwhelmed the 
inhabit nts of th town and the surroundm d s 
tr cts All ve e in despair unable to beheve their 
eyes wonder g vbo could have killed the man 
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Tl judp-vwlio on 1 ct«l tj e enquiry an 1 exam 
1 tl I >v.t I i> Saul II rr we hi\c allthe 
Tl f ro 7 b t as the c i- not a man in the 
w n I M f ur 1 nnR ur doctor obnousU 
U V. t s» ( m irjer rd tl c cnmbiratjon 
I In d t s inpl J nc We must 

uppi« tl t n tl laiLnessh ( 11 into the ratine 
of 1 1 If Tiid wa. tt lly injured 

1b whol t n CTrtl with this ojumon 
n dxitww bun 1 ml n thtru; more was sail 
ibf t a lent 1 tl Th x lencc of a mart 
\ V coul I I Ih I jsei e«« n 1 wicl-cdncss to 

k U tl d t IT •-'<71 -d cr«xJ bl Tl er is a I a«t 
e ent wi k 1 n I tier 

Ml t It ul I > u beh \ e t cb nee led 
thont dscoenneth irurd<7 t S a^rart who 
liad been m n% times con a ted n t nou (or his 
\ cioushf w s xTi ell nc( ir dx nk a uflboxand 
watch tl at t a 1 bel n^rd to th doctor Wh nhe 
wasq e't nedh wasct>nta.ed andansNctedwoth 
n I nou I \ sev h w m Ue and in hi bed 
w sfa nda htrtw th ta isolblood onth sleeves 
nd a doct r s 1 nc t set n g<}lJ What more 
evmlcnc as wanted ? Tl ry put the criminal in 
prison The nh litantsver trd gnant and at the 
Sam t m said 

It s incred 11 I It can i be so Take care 
that a rmvtak m not made t docs happen you 
know th t ev d ncc tel! a false tale 

Athistxivllhe nnrdcier obst n t Iv dented his 
guilt Everything -as against him and to be 
con need f his guilt was as easy a to belie e 
th tthi eaithisblact butthej dge- ecmtolave 
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gone mid tliej woi bed e\cry proof ten times 
looked distnistfuHy at tbe witnesses flushed entn 
son and sipped water The trial began early 

m the morniTig and was only finished m the evening 
Accused! tbechieljudgesaid addressing the 
murderer the court has found jou giiUy of 
murdering Dr >jO-and so and has sentenced jou 
to 

The chief judge meant to say to the death 
penalty but he dropped from his f ands the paper 
on wh ch the sentence i as written wiped the cold 
sweat from 1 s face and cried out 

No MayGodpunishmcif IjudfewTongly 
but I s% ear he is not puilty 1 cannot admit the 
thought that tl cr exists a man who \ ould dare 
to murder our Inend the doctor \ man could not 
sink 80 lo V 

Therecannotbesuchaman the other judges 
assented 

No Ihecrovd JiM Let him go 
The murder r was set fre to go \ h re he 
chose and hot one soul blamed th court for an 
unjust eid ct And my grandmother used to 
sav that for such faith in humanity God forga "e 
the sms of all the inhabitants of that town He 
rejoices vhen people believe that man is His image 
and semblance and gnoes if f rgetful of human 
dignity they judge wo sc of men than of do"^ 
The s ntence of cquittal may bring harm to the 
inhabitant of the town but on the other hand 
thmk of tl beneficial infiuen e upon them of tl it 
fa th in man — a faith which does not remain dead 
you know it raises up g«icrous feel ngs m us 
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and alwa« imp«'U ua to Itnc and rc*pcct evcrj 
man L rj man Ard U at u important 
Mjtai) karJo ^»d) had 6m.}«J M> nOj-hboi^ 
wouJd have orpetl some objection but the Lead 
gardener made a gestue that ^gnificd that he did 
not 1 ke objeeiions tl en t e walked nw-ay to tte 
carts and with an expfr<-ioa o( dignity went on 
looking alter tl pa king 
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I REMCMBLR vihcn 1 voA 4 high school boy in the 
filth or sixth class 1 as driving w th my grand 
father from the village of Bolshoc Iviy cpko n tl e 
Donre ontoTo tov on tl e-Don It vasasjltrv 
languidly dreary day of Auf st Our ejes i^erc 
glued to ether and our mouths urre parched from 
the he t and the dry b rmng ’Aini wV ch drove 
clouds of du-t to m -ct us one did not want to 
look or spe k or thmk and hen our dro wy 
driver a Little Russ an called Kaipo si-ung his 
wh p at the horses nd lashed me on my ap I did 
not protest or utter a sound but only rous ng 
iiy'elf from half dumber gazed mildly and dc 
jectedlj nto the d.stance to see wh ther there \ as 
a villag visible through th du^t W e stopped to 
f ed the horses n a big Armen an v tlage at a rich 
Arm n an s wl om my grandfatl er knew Never 
in my Ule I ave Is n a greater caric lure than that 
Arnenian Imagine a littl shaven h ad with 
thick overhang ng qrebro vs a beak of a nose 
long pey moustaches and a wide mouth with a 
lor^ cherry i ood d ibouV. sticking out of it Tins 
little head was dun s Iv attached to lean hunch 
back carcase attired in a fantast c g rb a st ort red 
33 
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ja ket and tuU bnght blue trousers Tbis figure 
wadded traddlii^ its legs and shufflu^ wlb its 
bppers spoke with wit taking the chibouk out 
of It mouth and biased with truly Annenian 
d giutj not smiling but stanng wth wide-open 
e\es and trying to take as little notice as possible 
of ts guest 

Ther was neither wind nor dust in the 
Armenian s r loms but it was just as onpleasant 
stifling and dreary <ts in th steppe and on the 
road I rem mber dnsty and exhausted by the 
heat I sat m th orn r n a green box Theun 
painted wood n w alls the lumture and the floors 
coloured with \ell » ochr stnelt of dry wood 
baked bv the sun WTierever I looked there were 
flies and flies and fl es Grandfather and 

the Armenian were talking about graxuig about 
manure and about oats 1 knew that they 

would be a good hour getting the samovar that 
grand! ther would be not less than an hour dnhk 
mg tus tea and then w uld li dowa to sleep for 
two or three hours that I should waste a quarter 
of the day waiting after which there would be 
agam the heat the dust the j Iting cart I beard 
the muttering of th two voices and it began to 
seem to me I had been seeing the Amenian 
the cupboard with the crockery the flies the win- 
dows with the huming sun bating on them for 
ages and ages and boold only cease to see them 
n the iar-o8 future and 1 was seized with hatred 
for th steppe the sun th flies 

A Little Russian peasant woman m a kerduef 
brought in a tray of tea things then the samovar 
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The Armenian went slo\ ly out into the pas age 
and shouted Mashya come and pour out tea 
\\ here arc y ou Mashva ? 

Ilumttl footsteps cr heard and there came 
into the room a gul of sixteen in a simple cotton 
dress and a wlut hcrchicf A sh washed the 
crochcrv and pour "d out th tea. sh v standiOj, 
with her back to me and ail I could e as that 
she was of a slender figure bare f oted and that 
her I Itle bare heels \ ere covcrctl by I ng tr users 
The Armenian m nted me to have t a Sitting 
down to the table I glanced at the girl who vas 
handm mo a glass of te and f It all at once as 
though a wind \ et bloving over my soul nd 
blowing a say all th impressions of the dav with 
their dust and drcanncs:> I sa th be itching 
features of tl e most be utiful face I ha ever met 
n real life or in my dreams Before mo stood 
a beauty and 1 reec^w d th t at the frst glance 
as { shot id have rcc gna d tightning 

I an re dy to s ar that Masha — or as her 
father called her Mashy — as a real be utj 
but 1 don t kno how to pr it It sometime 
happens th t cl ud arc huddi i toj^elher m dis 
order on tfic horizon and tl c sun hiding behind 
them colours them and ll c sky voth tints of every 
possible shade — enmson ora j’c gold lilac 
rouddi pmk one cloud is like a monk another 
like a fsh a tiurd like a Turk in a turban The 
glow of sunset en eloping a th rd of th sky gleams 
on the cross on the chundi flashes on th windows 
of th manor house is reflected in the river and 
the pudlles juivers on the trees far far a\ ay 
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ag jnst the background of the sunset a flock of 
%vi]d du ks 1 fl>»ng homewards And the 

boy herding the ows and the surveyor dri mg 
in h s cha se o er the dam and the gentleman 
out for a valk all gaze at the sunset and 
c cry on ol them thmks it terribly beautiful 
but no one knows or can say in what its beauty 
li s 

I vas not the only one to th nk the Armenian 
girl beautiful My grandlalher an old man of 
eventy gruff nd indifferent to % omen and the 
beaut es of natu e looked caressingly at Masl a 
(or a full minut nd asked 

I that your d ught r A e t Nazar tch ’ 

Yes she is my d ughtcr answered the 
Armenian 

A f ne young Udy said my grandfather ap- 
provingly 

An artist would have ailed th Armen an girls 
beauty class cal and ev re it just that beauty 
the c nt mplation of ihich — God kno s \ hy I — 
nspires in one the conviction th t one is seemg 
correct fcatur s th than eyes n sc mouth neck, 
bosom and eiery movement of the youn body 
all go t geth r m one c mpl te harm nious accord 
in which nature has n t blundered ov er th mMlest 
line You fancy f r om reason that the deafly 
beaut fulw m n must have su h a nose as Mashas 
traight and si ghtfy quiUne ] t such great dark 
eyes such long la^es sudi a langu d glance you 
fancy th t her bla k curly hair and ey bro\ -s go 
with the soft whit tint of her brow and cheeks 
as the green reeds go with the qu ct stre m 
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Mashas white tic(j. and her jouthful bo^om were 
not fully de\cloped hut you fancy the sculptor 
would need a great cic-iti\cgemus to moull them 
\ ou gaze and little by little the desire come ov er 
you to say to Masha sometlung evtr lordinarily 
pleasant sincere beautiful as be utiful as she 
herself WTis 

At frst I felt hurt and abashed that Masha took 
no notice of me but was all the tim lookup do vn 
It seemed to me as thou h a peculiar atmosphere 
proud and happy separated 1 cr fron me and 
jealously screened her from mv t\es 

Tliats because I am c retl wth lust I 
thought am sunburnt and am sidl a boy 

But little by little I forgot myscH and gave 
my*self up entirely to the conscioi sn^ss of btauty 
I thouoht no more now of the dreary steppe of 
the dust no longer heard il c butzing of the flies 
no longer tasted the tea and f It nothing xcept 
that a beautiful girl s as standing only the other 
s de of tl e t ble 

I felt this beauty rath x strangely It \ as not 
desire nor ecstasy nor eijoym nt that Masha 
excited n me but a painf il though pleasant sad 
n ss It was a sadness vague and undefined as a 
dream For some reason 1 felt sorry for myself for 
my grandfather and f r tl c Xrmenian even for the 
girl herself and 1 had a feeling as though e all 
four had lost something important and essential 
to lift, which we should neser find a ain My 
grandfather too grew melancl oly he talkeid no 
more about manure or about oats but sat sdent 
looking pc si\ely at Masha 
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Alter tea m> granlhther U> down lor a nan 
\h 1 I w nt out of the boose into tbe porcl The 
touse Ilk all the 1 ouses in the Armenian villag 
stood m tt e full sun there was not a tree not an 
a iTung no shad The \rmcnian s rt at court 
yard nergiwen itl goosefoot and \eild maBo’A’s, 
nas h cU and full of g i ty in spite of th gr at 
he t Tl reshing as go hr on behind one of the 
I \ hurdles which int rsected th bife 
an! ther Round a post stuck into the middle 
f the threshm floor ran do en horses bar 
nessed s le by i le o that th y formed one long 
ad us A Ijttle I us an m a long avustcoat 
and full trousers as walking bes de them crack 
ing a whip and shout ng m a tone that sounded as 
thoogl he ncr jeenng at the horses and showing 
oil his poi er oscr them 

A — a — a >"00 lamn d brutes A— a, 

fhgu tak y u I Are you f i ht ned r 

The horses sorrel white and piebald not under 
standing hy they w r m de to run round in ©nc 
place and t crush tl e wheat strax ranun xallin 1> 
as though with effort s vmpn^ their tails vnth an 
oQended air The wind aised up perfect clouds 
ol golden d aR from under the r hoofs and carried 
ita ayfarbey ndtheburdle Neartl tallfresh 
stacks peasant omen terc s armin^ Hh rakes 
and carts wci moing and betond the stacks 
in anotl er yard nother dozen imilar horses 
wuc running round a pon and a sunil r Little 
Rus- n t as cracking bis whip nd je-T ng at the 

Tletcpo which Iwassttng were hot nthe 
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thm rails and here and there on the window frames 
sap was oozmg out of the wood from the heat red 
ladjbu’ds were huddhn tc^ether m the streaks 
of shadow under the steps awi under th shutters 
The sun was baking me on my head on my chest 
and on my back b it I did not noti e u and \ as 
consaous only of the thud of bare feet on tl e un 
eve 1 floor m th passage and in the rooms beh nd 
me \ftcr cl aiing way the tea things Masha 
tan dosvn the step s fluttenng the ait as she passed 
and like a bird fle\ into a little grii ly outhouse — 
I suppose the k tchen — from which came the smell 
of roast mutton and tl> sound of angry talk in 
Armenian She lani b d nto th dark door va> 
and m h« r place there appeaie J on the threshold an 
old bent red f cedArmeman \oman wearing green 
trous IS The Id woman was anfry andi as scold 
mg someone Soon afterwards Masha appeared m 
the doon ay fli hed % ith th heat of th k tchen 
and carrying a big black loaf on her shoulder 
swaying gracefully under the weigl t of the bread 
she tan across the yard to the threshing floor 
d rted ov r the hurdle and wTapt m a cloud of 
golden chatt vanished b hind the carts The Little 
Pussian who was dn ii^ the horso loi cred hi 
vhip sank into 5 Icnce and gated for a minute in 
the directu n of the carts Then \ 1 en the 
Armenian girl diitcd again I y the horses and 
leaped over the hurdl he followed her with hi 
eyes and shouted to the hor>cs in a tone as though 
he \ er greatly disappointed 

P! gue take you unclean devil 
And all the vhtl I was unceasingly hearing her 
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bar {'■ct ind eang hen she walk«i across the 
>aid wih a gr \t pfeoccapied face She ran 

w d wTi ll c step5> avnshia^ the air about lae 
now t the kjlchcr now to ll tlir»} i ^ flaw 
ow th.ou t the gate and I could hardly tem my 
1 ad quicVl> noii_h to watch her 

\iv2 the ofiener she C ttcred me with her 
beaut\ tl e more acut became m) s-dress I 
ft.t ■rry both lor her ard It mj'scll and for the 
Jill Itu^an vil o mournfullj watet ed her es erj 
tun she an tlx u ^ th totulofchail to the carts 
Whether i »as en •% I her beauty or that I was 
rajrcli "tg that th not inn and noer 

would be or that ! was a stranger to her cc 
whether I gcelj I U th t her rare beauty was 
acadental snnecessarv nd like cvTr>*thir.g oo 
earth of hort dur tion or w) ether perhaps my 
sadness was Ui t pecuha f<whn^ nbi^ is exoted 
la man by the comenj Ut on of real beautt God 
only ka ws 

The three hours o( waiting passed unnoticed 
It seeired to tre that 1 had not had time to look 
properly at >Ia.ha when Karpo dio t up to the 
n ex bathed th hor«c d began to put it in 
the shafts Th wet horse snorted with pleasure 
and kicked his hoofa against th shafts Earpo 
shouted to t Ba — ack M> graiidlather woke 
op yiasha opened the oeakuit, gates for us, 
we got into the chaise and drov out of the yard 
We dro\e in sU nee as thou I we were angry with 
on an ther 

When, two o three boors later Pottos and 
Nahitchev n appeared tn th diat nee Kaxpo 
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v.ho had been silent the whole lime looked round 
quicUj and said 

A hne % ench that at the Armenian s 
\nd be lashed hi horses 


II 

\nother tune after I had become a student I 
M-as travdlmg by rail to the south It was Ma> 
M one of the stations I beleve it was between 
Bjelgorod and Harkov I got out of the tram to 
walk about the platform 
The shades of « emng \ ere already lying on the 
station garden on the ^atform and on tb fields 
the station sacened ofl the sunset but on the top- 
most clouds of smoke from tl e engine hich were 
tilled with rosy U ht one could see the sun had 
not yet qu tc vanished 

\s I talked up anddow-nth platform I noticed 
that the great i twunbct of the passengers ere 
standing or walking near a econd class compart 
ment and that they looked as thoueh some cele- 
brated person ver m that compartment kmon 
the cunous whom I met near this compartment I 
saw ho\ escr an artillery officer vho had been my 
fellow tra\ filer an intelligent cordial and sym 
pathetic fjlot— as people iroslly are whom we 
meet on our tratels by chance and vnth whom 
we are not long icqoamted 

What are y on looking at there ? 1 asked 
He trade no onsi er but onU ind cated \ th his 
•^cs a feminine figure It was a youn" girl of 
se\cnlcen or eighteen weanngaRussianicss \ uh 
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her bead bare and a little shawl fiang cardesJT 
on one should r rot a passenger but I suppose 
a Slater or dau hter of the tation master 
ras standing near the omaee nndow talking W 
n clderlv woman who was m the tram Befcre 
I had tim to realu what I \ as seeing I was 
nddenlj o erwhelmed bj the fcehn'’ I bad ouc* 
expcnenced in tbe Arm tan village 

The gill was remarkabts beautiful and that was 
unmistakable to me and to tbo^ who \ ere loola ■» 
at her as I was 

If ore IS to describe her appeararce featur bs 
feature as the p aaice s th onl\ realls lovelv 
thus was her ^ck w ■> fair hair which huCs 
loose w th a black nbbon t ed ound her bead ^ 
tbe other features er c thcr irregular or '"WO 
ordioar) Either from a p-cniiar form of coqc t 
tuhness or from short s gbtedness her e3es woe 
eaewed op her nose had an undeaded tilt her 
mouth was malk her profil was feebl} and is 

pidlj drawn, her shoulders were narrow and to 
des loped for her ge — and y t tbe gnl mad th 
mijressi n of being reall> beaut hd and looking at 
her I was bl to feel convinced that the Ru-sian 
f ce does not need strict regularity m cider to be 
lovely what is more that il instead of her tom up 
nose the gi I had been gt en a d flerent on correct 
and plast call> irieproachabl bk th Annenian 
girl I fancy her face would h dost all t charm 
from the change 

Standing at th window talking th gul shru«' 
ging at the evening damp contmuallv looknie, 
round tus aton moment pot her arms aJombo at 
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the next raised her hands to h r head to straighten 
her hair talked laughed while her face at one 
momentwore an expression of wonder the next of 
horror and 1 don t remember a moment when her 
face and body were attest The \ hole secret and 
magic of her beauty lay just in these tiny mf nitcly 
elegant movements in her smile m the play of her 
face in her rapid glances at u m the comb nation 
of the subtle grace of her movements with her 
youth her freshness the punty of her soul that 
sounded in her laugh and voice and with the weak 
ness \ e love so much in children m bird in fawns 
and in young trees 

It was that butterfly s beauty so in keepm v ith 
waltzing darting about the garden laughter and 
gaiety and incongruous nth serious thought 
grief and repose and it seemed as thou h a gust 
of wind blowing over the platform or a fall of ram 
would be enough to wather the fragile body and 
scatter the capricious beauty like the pollen of 
a flower 

So — o' the officer muttered nthasgh 

when after the second bell ve went back to our 
compartment 

And what that So — o meant 1 wall not unde 
take to d cide 

Perhaps he was sad anl dd not \ ant to go 
away from the beauty and tie sprng evening 
mto the stuffy tram or p rhaps he like me was 
unaccountably sorry for the beauty for h mself 
and for me and f r all the passengers who 
w re U tlessly and reluctantly sauntering back to 
their compartments As v e passed the stat on 



94 Tlffi T^LES OF TCHEHOV 
window at \ hich a pale red haired telegraphist 
w th up t nd ng url and a faded broad 
cheeked fac was s tting bcs de liis apparatus the 
fhcer h sed a stph and said 

I bet th t t li^aihist is m love with that 
pr tty girl To li t o t in the ivilds under one 
roof 1 th that ethereal creature and not fall m 
love 1 be> nd th powe o! man And what a 
calamitv m\ fnend what an ironical fate to 
b stooping unkenpt grey a decent fellow and not 
a fool and to be n I ve ith that pretty Stupid 
httle girl who uld n \ take a scrap of notice 
f tou Or rse stdl mag ne that tel graphist 
is in lov and at the me tim mamed and tb t 
lus wif is as stooping as unk mpt and as decent 
a person as h mself 

On th platform bet seen our arriage and the 
Q Tt th guard as stan ling th his elbows on tb 
rail g looking in th direct n f the beautiful 
gi 1 and his batt red wrutkled unpleasantly 
be«.ly fac exh sted by sleeple&s nights and the 
1 Iting of the tram \ e a look of tenderness and 
of the deepest adness a though in th t girl he S w 
happness hisovny ulh soberness puntv wnte 
childr n as tho h he were r peatin*' and feeling 
m h s whol beu g that that girl vas not his and 
that for him itb his prematuie old. a^ his un 
outhness nd his beefy fac the ordinary h pp 
ness { a man and a passenger as as far a ay as 
heaven 

The thi d bell rang the wh ties sound d and 
th tram Io> ly moved off First th guard the 
stall n master tb n the ga den th beaut ful 
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gul mill her exq\a itdy sly smile passed befoie 
our windows 

Putting my head out and loobng back I saw 
how looking liter the train she walked alon the 
platform by the window where the telegraph clerk 
was sitting smootl ed her hair and ran into the 
garden The station no longer screened off the 
sunset the plain lay open brfoie n \ ut the sun 
had already set and the smoke lay m black louds 
over tic green velvety young corn It was 
melancholy m the spring air and m th daikemno 
ky and n the ra 1 vay carnage 
The famihar fimrc of the guard came into the 
camag and he be an lighting the candles 


THE SHOEMAKER AND 
THE DEVIL 



THE SHOEMAKER AND THE DEVIL 

It was Christmas Eve Marya had loiio been 
snonng on the stove ail the paraffin in the 1 ttle 
lamp had burnt out but Fjodor Nilov still sat 
at work He would long a,,© have flung aside hi» 
work and gone out into the street but a cu tomer 
from I olokolny Lane who had a fortnight before 
ordered some boots had been in the previous 
da> had abused him roundly and had ordered 
him to finish the boots at once before the morning 
s rvice 

It s a conv ct a bte I Fyodor grumbled as he 
worked ^me people have been asleep 1 ng 
a 0 otl rs ate enjoying themselves i hile you 
t here like some Cam and sew for the devil knows 
V hom 

To sav himself from acadentally falling asleep 
he kept fakin a bottl from under th table and 
drink ng out of it and after every poll at it h 
tw sted his head and said aloud 

WTiat IS the eason kindly tell me that 
custome s enjoy thmselves vhil I am forced 
t it and work for them? Because they have 
money and I am a beggar ’ 

He 1 at all his customers espec allv the one 
who lived in Kolokolny Lane He w as a gcntle- 
99 
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man of gioray appcararoe %Hh lonp bair a 
vello fac blue pectacles and a hu kj \oice 
H had a Grnnari name hich one could not 
pronounc It ua:» mpossblc to t 11 what was 
his call and hat h hd When a fortm ht 
b f r hsodo had gon t take his measure he 
the ust mer was itt ng on th floor pounding 
something m a mortar Befo Fyodor had tune 
to say good morning the contents < t the mortar 
sodd nly flared up and burned with a bright red 
flame th e as a tinV of sulphur and burnt 
feather and th ro> in as bll^ nth a thick 
pink sm kt 0 th I Fv idot sneezed five t mes 
and as b returned h me alten ard he thooght 
Anyon v h feared G >d would not have any 
thing t do w th thin 's lik that 
WTien th re was n thin left in the bottle 
Fyodor put th boots on th table and sank int 
thou bt H leaned hia hea *v head on his fist 
and began thinking I hi po rt> of his hard 
life vnth no glitmoe of h ht n it Then he 
thought of the cb f th ir b^ houses and their 
carnages of th hundred roubl notes 
H w n ce It w old b if th houses f these nch 
men — th devil fl y them > — were -ma»hed if 
th r horses died if tbeir fur co ts and sable caps 
got habby * How splendid t would be if the 
ch 1 tUe by httl Ranged int bc^ ar- havmg 
n thing andb a poor shoemaker were to become 
nil and were to I d it o er some ther poor 
^oemak r on Christmas Eve 
Dream " bk this Fvidor suddenly thought 
f his w k and pen d ht» y es 
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Heres a go he thought looking at the 
boots The job has been hni hed ever 0 long 
ago and I go on sitting here 1 must tak the 
boots to the gentleman 

He wtapped up the \ ork in a red handkerchief 
put on his thing and \ ent out into the treet 
A fine hard sno % \ as falling pn king the face 
as though vsith needW It v as old slippers 
dark the gas lamps burned dinlv and f r some 
reason there as a smell of parafT n m tl e street 
so that Tjodor cou hed and cleared hi throat 
Rich men were dr vm^, to and Iro on the road 
anl every rich man had I am and a botll oi 
>odka m his hands Pich >oun ladl^5 p cpel 
at Tjodot out of tl c cama cs and sledges put 
out t! eir tongues and shouted laughing 
Beggar ' Bcgg r * 

Students offeers and merchants walked behind 
Fj dor jeering at him and Crying 

Drunkard ' Drunkar I ’ Infidel cobbler 1 
Soul of a boot leg * Beggar * 

All this was insulting but Tjodor held his 
tongue and only spat in di^st But when 
Kuzma Lebvodkin Irtm ^^ra^saw a m stcr ho<t 
maker met him and said I ve married a nch 
'ivoman and I have m n v orkuic und r me while 
you are a beggar and have noth n to eat 
Tyodor could not telram from running after him 
He puisu d him t U h found him clf m K lokolny 
f ane His ewstora r lived \n the foi rtl how e 
from the corner on tl e very top llo r To reach 
bun one had to go through a long dark courty ard 
and then to cl mb im a '«ry b gh slippery stair 
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cas<* wiixh to te^ed csder cz, s f**t WfcsJ 
Fvtx^ intotnab was oa the £ocf 

pr-zadnu Jua® t. a irocta. as fc had 
th {(rte>4»t l>f ere 

T ers hoaoar I h_ e bn5tu,ht yoar boats, 
F% idr siD'*ia 

Th ca_ ‘dsT got cp and be"-a tmn, oa th 
b>jQ_3 ci oleEce bes,n -5 to help fcrn. Fvodcf 
wdt d wn oa CE* ac'* palled efi his old 
boft \y~* a* c~- josped cp a, d «t 2 ggeT^ 
towa.d3 th <1 - in borv Th ens traes h-d 
not a tor’ bat a hjol JJt h •’v s. 

\ha tiow-t F Aj' hese ago*" 

Th -r thin,, hrajJ ha « beta to cross hjO" 
Hlf th n to l»a e «servth_,^ t. i res dowrata^’ 
b®* h cnr-d-atcl\ efiected th«t h wasni»ttBi? 
a d»M. f the fcr« «rd prebabh the last tcae, 
an'* cot to ta*. a,.raEw^ ci hi# «m-es woo*d 
be for __h H ccstroGed hisselt acd dttenajned 
to trp it,# I-ci Cla,. e® ht* Iwcds behind hca 
t a-Tsd t_ ica f th cros#. he censed 

reepectt_n a-d began 

The* 3> that ther ts cotiia^ cn earth more 
evil aid sspore than h- devQ bo I am c! the 
opmion, J'twr honor ibaj the devQ ts highlV 
edacated He has — eiccao mv savir t — hoof. 
a,ad a t-d b’ htnd bat h has mor brains than 
iE3ir\ a *iideEt 

1 li#J! >oa f r »ba yoa av ^ th devih 
Eat cred, Th,^ yoo -homiahcr ’ VVh_t do 
on want 

And without loss of ten th hoenaber ly'San 
caaptaiiung cf Lis lot. H began b- sa neg th-. 
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from hi childhood ap he had envied the rich 
He had al vays resented it tl at all j eople did not 
live alike in bi^ houses and dnve ith good 1 orses 
\STi% heasked vashepoor? Howwashe lorse 
than Kuzma Lehyodkm from Warsav who had 
his own house and whose wife wore a hat ’ He 
had the same sort of nose the ame hand- feet 
head and back as the rich and so wh> i as he 
forced to work when others vere cnjoyino them 
selves ? Why v a he married to Mar\a and not 
to a lady smelling of scent ? He had often S( en 
beautiful joung ladies m tl hou cs of ridi cus 
tomers but they cither look no notice of him 
whatever oreUcsom tmicslaui,hed and wh pered 
to each other WTiat a red no>e that shoemaker 
has 1 It v as true Uiat Marya was a good kind 
hardv orking woman but she vas n t educated 
her hand v as heavy and hit hard and if one had 
occasion to speak of politics or anything intel 
lectual before her she vouUl put her spoke m and 
talk the most aw ful n nsense 

NVhat do y u V ant then ^ his customer 
interrupted him 

1 beg you your lonout ^tan Ivaiutch to 
be graaou ly pleased to make me a rich man 

Certainly Only I r that y u must give me 
up your soul! Before the CD(d\.s crow go and 
sign on this paper here that you give me up your 
soul 

Tour lonour said Fyodor politely when 
you ordered a pair of boots from me I did not 
a-k for the money in advance One has first t 
carry out the ord r and then ask for payment 
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Oh crv well tl c a stMncf a. vnt«l 
\ I n 1 1 -me dd rU flartt! up in th mortar 
P nk tl k «nAe came puF fi out ard there 
«a mil f 1 arat rrs an ! sulphur VTien 
th *m k hail ub tied TvoH r nibl>cd hi >t* 

1 ih t 1 wan! nj;cf I jod^r no Icn cr 
a 1 maker but q t a c nerent man wean ^ 
a nai taat and a teb chain sn a new pair o( 
t users and that h a. stttini; tti an arm-chair 
t bi^ table Tu Iwim n were handing him 
<b hes bo* 1 d \i 

KtrdU at h n f ar 1 mat it do jxiu 
CwmI 

N\ h t * allh Th f x im n handed him a b 
pi ce ol at mutt and a d h f cucumbers 
anl then brou ht n t pan a foait goose 
and a I ule aften t L b- led po k ith horse- 
adi h cream \ d hm dJ-minctJ hen genteel 
It all « a btud at ani be( re ach dish 

drank a bt glass f exc II t jd>a I We som 
gen al f sime count \ft t th pork h was 
handed som boil d era n rn t«, d with goo'e 
ft th n an om t tt nth Kicon f t then fned 
li er and he w nt on eat g ani wa. d bghted 
What more Thc> wned too ape ith onion 
and teamed t mip with 

lIo\ is It th gcntt> don t burst with such 
m aU ’ he thou ht 

In conclu n tbcj handed him a big pot of 
h nej Afte dinner the do 1 appeared m bio 
spectacles and asked th a low, bow 

\re >ou satt-f d with j n dinner Ttodor 
Pant l>e tch ? 
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But Fjodor could not ans\ cr or ^ ord he 
\ a so stufled after h»s dinner The fc Im of 
repletion was unpleasant opprcssiie and to 
di tract hii thou hts he looked at the bo< t on 
hi left foot 

1 or a boot I he tl at I u ed \ t to take les 
than seven and a halt r ut l-s What 1 oemaker 
made it ? he a. ked 

Kurma Lcbt odkin an re 1th f otman 

Send for him th fen I 

Kuzma L bvodkm (i m Wasaw oon made 
his a]pearance lie t jpc^l m a respectful 
attitud at the door and a k d 

Wli t ar \oir rders \ u hon ur ’ 

HU V tr t ntfu ' cried 1 Mxljr and 
stomped 1 1 foot D n t dare t aT|;u re 
memb r >uur pi c as a bbl r Blickhead' 
^ou don t ktu\ I to m ke boots 111 beat 
Nouruglyphizt a) IK* Whs h ejoueme? 

Fo m n \ 

What money ? Ue fit C m on baturdaj ' 
B > gi c him a cifT * 

But he It 01 c ecallcd vh t a life the cust mers 
used to 1 ad h m toe and I f It htay^ at heart 
and to di tract I is att ntion h took fat pocket 
book out of h s pock t and began counting hi 
money There \ a. a g at d al of money but 
F^odo \ anted more till Th devil n the blue 
spectacles brought I im another n tebook fatter 
still but he y anted ven m re an 1 th more he 
counted it the m re discont nted he became 
In the evemii th evil one brought I im a 1 11 
boMDm d lad> in a red dress and said that this 
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u as his new wife H spent the s hole esemn 
kissing h r and atin" gingerbreads, and at ni ht 
h cnt to bed on a soft downj feather bed 
turned from side to side and could not go to sleep 
He felt uncannj 

V. e ha\ e a great deal of money he said to 
hi wif ve must look out or thieses will be 
breaki g in \oa had better go and look with a 
candle 

He did n t sleep all night and kept getting up 
t *^e if bis box was all right In the morning 
h had to go to hutch to matm In church the 
sam hoQOU dn i n b and poor alike \Mien 
F\odor as poor h used t pray n church like 
this God f rgi e n a sinne ' He said th 
same thi now th ugh be had becom r ch 
W’bat difle n as th e ? \nd alt r death 
Fyod r n h would not be buned n gold n t in 
onds bat n the same bla k earth as tl e 
poo est beggar Fyod r would bum in the sam 
hr as cobblers Fyod csented all this and 
too h felt we hed down all o\er by his dinner 
and instead of p aye b bad all sorts of thoughts 
m his head about bis box of money about th e\ es. 
about his bart ed mined soul 
H cam out f church in a b d t mper To 
drive away his unpleasant th ught as h had 
oft n done bef r h track up a song at the top 
of his ce But as soon as b began a policeman 
ran up and said vith his to th peak of 

his cap 

k onr h n ur gcntlef Ik must n t sing in th 
t 1 1 \ are n t a boemake ' 



THE SHOEMAKER \NI> THE DEML ^07 
Fyodor leaned his back against a fence and 
f U to thinking what could he do to amuse 
himself ’ 

\our honour a porter shouted to him 
don t lean against the fence you will spoil your 
fur coat I 

Fyodor went into a shop and bought himself 
the very best concertt la then \ ent out into the 
street playing it E\erybod\ pointed at him and 
laughed 

And a gentleman too the cabmen ]eered at 
him like some cobble 

Is it the pr per thing for gentlefolk to be 
disorderly m the street ? a p liccman sa d to 
h m A ou had better go into a tavern ' 

Your honour give us a tnJl for Christ s 
sake the beggars Mailed surround ng Fyodor on 
all sides 

In earlier days v hen he «a a shoemaker the 
beggars took n notice of him now they vouldn t 
1 t him pass 

And at home hi nev le the lady was waitm^ 
for him dre sed in a green blouse and a red skirt 
He meant to be attentive to h r and had just 
1 fted h arm to gi e her a good clout on the 
1 ack but she said angnly 

Peasant I Ignorant loutl You dont knov 
hovtobehav ith lades' If you love me you 
will kiss my hand I don t allow you to b at me 
This IS a blasted exi tence I thought Fyodor 
Peopl do lead a lift. I \o mustntsng you 
mustn t play the cone rtina you mustn t have a 
lark with a ladv Pfoo 1 


3o8 the tales of TCHEH0\ 

H had n sooner sat down to tea vith the 
1 d> when the cmI spirit in the blue spectacles 
appeared and said 

Come Eyod r Pant lyeitch I have perform d 
my part of the ba gam Now sign your paper 
and come along ith me • 

And h dragged Fyodor to hell st aight to the 
furn ce and devils flew up from all directions 
and shouted 

Fool ' Blockhead • Ass ' 

There was a fearful smell of paraffin m hell 
nough to suffocate one 

And suddenly it all vanished Fyodor opened 
his eyes and sa hts table the boots and the tin 
lamp The lamp-glass was black and from the 
faint light on the ck came clouds of stinking 
smok as from a h mn y hear the table stood 
the customer in th blu pectacles h uting 
angnly 

Fool ' Blockh ad ' Ass ' 1 11 give you a 
lesson y o scoundrel ’ T u took the order a 
fortm ht ago and th boots ai nt r dy yet' 
Do y u s ppose I want to come trapesing round 
h re half a do n tunes a day f my boots ? 
You w tch ! y u brut ' 

Fyodo hook his h ad and s t to w k on the 
boots Th t mer nt on sw an g and 
threaten g him for a 1 ng time At last when 
h ubs ded Fyod r ask d sull nly 
And what is your occ p t n sir * 

I make B ngal I ghts and fi ew k I am a 
pyrotechn a n 

They began nngi g fo mat n Fyodor gave 
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the cw ton 1 the U'Wts lool^ the tnone% f r tl cm 
and went to diu«h 

Carnarjes and ledges with bear kin nig wcr «5 
dashing to an I fro in the street in reliant 1 dies- 
officers ViCT \ a]kin(> along th pa m nt together 
with the humbler lolk But I \od r di i nof 

tna-v tl cm n r repin at hi 1 t It ^emed to 
him now that nch ant poor lere rjually hadl> 
of! *^106 were able I dn in a arriag and 
others to sing song at the top of th r ice and 
to plaj the cone rtina but ne and the samtf 
thing the same graae a aiaitin all alike and 
therewasn thing in hfe f< t shich one \ ould pve 
the de il c en a tin\ scrap ( one % soul 



